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Charles H. Bouton. E. L. Dunlap. 
CHARLES H. BOUTON 
the next witness, having been first duly sworn, 
test iii.Pd as follows : 
DIRJDC'T E XA.)UNATION. 
By Mr. Wirlener, Jr.: 
• 
Q. Do you rent the west part of the o1arage owned by Se~-
ice l\lills on Sullins Alley f 
A. Yes, sir . 
• • 
pago 768 ~ 
• • 
CROSS EXAMI NATION. 
BY :\fr. ·w oodward,: 
·q. Are you awaiting the outcome of this case before you 
decide whether or not you are going to open a garage theref 
A. Yes, 11ir. 
('Vitness excused.) 
E. L. DUNLAP 
having been first cluly sworn, testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. ,videner, Jr. :--
• 
Q. How old nre you, ir? 
A. Seventy-two. 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• 
• 
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E . L. Dunlap. 
Q. Do you own a filling station on Commonwealtn Avenue, 
sir? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. , Vhat addr es. is thaU 
page 769 ~ A. 51 Commonwealth A,·cnue. 
Q. What use i s made of that fill ing station now ? 
A . Service station and grocery. 
Q. ·w ho operates i t ? 
A. Vernon McCroskey. 
Q. Do y ou own any other r ental property in town, Mr. Dun-
lap? 
A. Yes, sir . 
Q. , Vould you tell us where tbat is ? 
A . , V-ell, I own on the Virginia sic1<', on ,Yes t State S tr eet, 
where Ashley's Market is, Ashley 's Super ilarket, and I own 
E ast End }[arket on T exas Avenur, the building, just the 
buildings now. I own one on :McKi11ley Avenue, one on Pied-
mont , one on Russell, one on Goodson. Th0n I Lave some 
properly ou the Tennessee side, Edgemon1 Service Station 
on the Tennessee side. 
Q. I believe you wer e a member ol' the school board? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. For how long? . 
A. I guess th.rec years, I bclie,e, sir. 
Q. H ow long- have you lived in Bri~Lol 7 
A . All my life . 
• • • • 
page 770 ~ 
• • .. • 
• 
• 
A. , V"holcsale grocery. I wai,: with Huntsman B rothers 19 
and I have been wi th Bristol Gr ocery the rest of ille time, 
about five Years. 
Q. Do you work for them now? 
A. Yes, s ir. 
Q. ~Ir. Dunlap. a re you in favor of this r edevelopment 
project? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. 'Wby not? 
A. ·wen, I 1hink it is d0stroying; too muC'h good property 
there. Of course, I do think yon nec<l a street through where 
Sullins Alley is there bu1 I don't think it is necessary to de-
stroy all this good property to get a street through there. 
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E. L. Dunlap. 
Q .. A.re you familiar with Lancaster Street, sir? 
A. Yes, sir~ 
Q. How long have you been familiar with it 1 
A. "\Vell~ I have owned property down there for forty years 
tOD the corner of Lancaster and Commonwealth. 
Q. ·would you say that Lancaster Street, the physical condi-
tion of the homes on Lancaster Street is the sam~ .. 
page 771 ~ or better or worse than it was ton years ago 1 
A. ,v ell, I tl1ink-it seems to me like it is better. 
In fact, I tore out two old houaes on the corner and built the 
present building. 
Q. "\Yhen did you do that, sirt 
A. "\Veil, it has been closo tq fifteen years ago1 between 12 
:and 15. · 
Q. That is when that filling stat.ion was built! 
A. Yes, sir, 
Q. Are you familiar with Sullins Street, sir 1 
A. Well, I go and eo:µie that way quite often. I am not 
real acquainted with ·the people, I don't believe. I go and 
tcome th(J.t WllrY quite oftell. 
Q. Would you s&.y ft.tom your obsarvation that the physical 
·condition of the houses>o;n Sulli:ns Street is the ~ame or better 
·or ,v<>rse than it was ten, yeara -ago' 
. .A. · Well, there has been one or two old buildings tore out. 
If anything, I'd ~BY it was in really better shape thaJ.). it was 
ten years ago. . . 
Q. Are you fa~iliar- with Sullin$ .Alley, sirf 
A. I know Sullins AJ}ey on aooount of it being right back 
•of our place of busine-s.s. I go in· and out in the back. Sullins 
.Alley though, has been ,a good lP,:any 9f those places tore out 
· so there is:not as many real bad places on Sullins. 
-p~ge 772 ~ A~y as there wa,s. You ij~e there was six or 
· eigpit right back. Qf. Bristol Groeery 9r Qut gt the 
:iide a,id I balitwe Sijmoe Mills to.re out a few of thosij old 
fil>U$~~- In fact; th~te. :is: not !l.s· many bad bom1es on Bullins 
.A,ll~y now as there W!.1$, for Se:rvfoe ¥ills, l belj13ve they call 
it i~row ·Scott now, :r believ~ ·it. is S~rvice: ~$, they tore 
101:tt't\vo or three and.built tbat garage thrqµgh tlier~:attd then 
someone else tore 01;1t one right bao}f . of W o:vt-ellll i~rvice 
'Statio~ and built tr.mt litUfl bloC!k b~~g, thef:ft~ 
.Q. ];[ow aboµt that bunoo. ·of house$' that ·used to rtQ;l a.own 
ftro#.l :iuUi~s .Alwy towll.rd .~tate :Stre~tt 
A. T.h~t: was.·. the w()rst pltt.oe i:p, B:ristpl,_ .they -~ . ~~Y 
bad tr:c;,uplg there moijl ~veey :mglxt ·Th:~y. li~:ve to:re o~t alJ,.pf 
tlwse~ I l>~Thev.~ · · 
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Q. They are all g·one 1 
A. I think they are, ev-eryone. 1 
Q. Do you remember when they were torn out, Mr. Dunlap T. 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. About when was that t 
A. Well, it seems to me like it has been the last six or eight 
years, something· like that. I just don't remember exactly. 
It has been a few years anyway, might not be over five, I just 
conldn 't say. 
Q. Are you familiar with King Street 1 
page 773 r A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The part of King. Street between Good and 
:'. r:,fJ(ing Alley, that is th~ first all~r_ over from Cumbel'!and, would 
/
;~:it/you say that the phys1ca~ condition of.· those h.ome.s n;s the same· 
· .. · or better or worse than 1t was ten years ag·o7 · 
if,, A. "\V ell, there hasn't been very m-q~ improv~m.@t on King 
1 ' Street. There is two or three hous.c\fe;1 !there ~i¥t··needs repair 
f: it looks mighty bad. Of course, the· 1~~wish, Syna.gog11e, that 
', has been built several years, but ~~s,ide of' ililia4 I !ion 't be-
lieve there has Q~en much ~proveme3IM>n ~ Stlr.¢'8t. There-
is several good houses o~ Kin,g' S,~~ei, upj §.Dove Whittaker. 
Q. I will ask you the s~e q~eSm'91fl for .,,James Street, q~:--
tween the northern e}!a of ;the olij $1lailjflls QpUege lot down to 
Good StreeU 
A. Well, T·,d~n 't see .tha,1t t)ey h.w,ve tga,de ~eh change there, 
.{> I believe it is, ·practi~llj ~~~ sa't)ffe a~: it w~~: except on t'M· 
corner of G.o~d and J~e$·! Th{)y ha:v,e imp11aved that little 
brick buil-. Wll~y l.\itVY~:,mprove'd iili:at. -
- ,L •I • 1\.-I I 
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Q. Taking all those streets that I have asked you about 
and taking them as a whole, would you say the property on 
them is in the same condition or better or worse generally 
than it was ten years ago1 
A. °"r ell, outside of two or three buildings on Sullins, I 
would say that there has been some buildings repaired and it 
looks really better, I think than it did a few years back. l f ;:, ;~r-~:il::::::i::ea b:::a::g:e:::e::::;:·ty 7 '~ 
A. Yes, sir, built several. 1 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Stant: 
• * 
page 775 ~ · 
* 
Q. I say you differ with what the City Council has done as 
to the atea they put in this project, if I understand you, and 
only to the extent that you think they are putting too much 
property in it? _ 
A. They are fixillg to destroy too .ma~y good homes that I 
don't think is necessary· at the taxpayers' ex-
page 776 ~ pense, and !happen to he' nne of the taxpayers. I 
. am against it~ 
,Q. -rs it'; ,your underst~ding that tli.e city has to pay all of 
thisY . 
~ No:~ No, this is a .govermn.ent loan but they figure on 
l·ftt:p.ng Jnoney bttq.k ou. l i'§i :thEr.~operty to pay that ba. ck and ;a,t if" a lono• lono• draW,m; ;putl ~air. . 
----,.··· . - ·- 0. ·- .~ .... ,_, ... - ' -·· - .·, 
, .. 
1t. ¥Pu understand ~Je·:~ lQ~J 
-~: A.:.,; 11~e goyermn.ent:l§::nat g(}1:ng t~l :give it t~tfns strajght out 
:1 d0l!l~1Wthinlr. l don 't.1t]l:0itr,ougjhll:f under~1anqj(hat,:, but 00',don't 
,"t· ·believe they, a:r.e jiEJ.st ~ing tcii.~\te i~ fo us. --, . . . 
1)}<#;.) ... Q~ I ,~ j~t t~n~· Jg: get ~tg,r 11~'.de~sita.Ildmg~. . ;rt is yotw' 
xt//};<\,::,nderstaindb;\tt(PI .WJhi~1 ;~9ut·~g;w~ i!lte ~~·sell~ (Qf 0Q11tr:se, li$n:1{t., 
( . ' . 
I 
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A. No, sir, it seems that there is one most every day or 
nig·ht. I notice that in the paper quite often. I think there 
ought to be some changes made on the alley. 
Q. As a matter of fact, Sullins Alley has been there since 
before State Street was built up from King to Commonwealth, 
hasn't iU 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 777 ~ Q. It has always been bad, hasn't it, as far as 
you remember f 
A. Sullins Alley has been pretty rough; pretty rough. 
Q. Mr. Dunlap_, do you think that the existence of Sullins 
Alley is any help to Sullins Street and King Street as a resi-
dential section t 
A. No, sir, it is no help; no, sir. 
Q. It is just the oppo,site, isn't it? 
A. It is no help to the city. I am in favor of a street g·oing 
through where that alley is at or close to it . 
• • • • • 
Q. You have to g·et from Piedmont through to Common-
wealth, of course f 
A. Yes, sir.· 
Q. And you start uphill as soon as you leave Piedmont 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And then by the time you get to King Street you are 
right much uphill l 
A.· vVell, it is not too bad a grade. It has been there for 
years. 
page 778 ~ Q. Yes. 
A. It is really not as steep as King Street . 
* • • 
Q. Are you familiar with King Alley? Have you been in 
there much? 
A. I park my car bacl-t of B:r\stol Grocery quite often. I 
have several times wQuld have: .gone on through Sullins Alley 
into King Street but I would see. the policemen up there with 
their car and I wou14 go some othe;r way. I have seen that 
quite oft(m,., . . 
Q~ T.hiJ.t.- ,j$ a ·frequent si:ght·f-
A. Yes, sir. -.- · 
Q. But wJiAt- I m~~t a:bont King Alley, you leave King 
Street at the ~ey, tb'l$ sld.e .o:f ~- Jo.e ~tehell's .properw r 
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A. Which side1 Side of which property1 
Q. Joe l\1itchell 's.. Are you familiar with the alley that goes 
in there? 
A. No, sir, I never was back in there. 
Q. Yon haven't been in there f 
A. No, sir ... 
. Q ... You are not familiar then with what they, . .., 
page 779 ~ call Solar Street Extension which runs back iri. 1·,:.·j1 
there from Cumberland Street? \,' 
A. I am familiar with Solar Street, but back in behind Sul- 1fr 
lins and back toward I believe is that "'\Vest Street f I never ;, 
was back in tha.t section. · 
Q. That includes 1Vestlawn too! 
A. Except a very short distance. Lots of times I have a 
·saw to file and I go up that alley off of Lancaster to Mr. Wilson ·\ 
-to sharpen a saw. 
Q. That is known as Westlawn Street and W estlawn Alley 
.both. You are not familiar with that 0/ 
A. No, nothing special. Quite often I take a saw there to 
that crippled man on account of he does do good work and he 
is crippled and I take my saws there. 
Q. You didn't notice much going on in there in the way 
,of improvement? 
A. I never have seen any trouble there. 
Q. Or improvement eithed 
A. No, there is some bad houses back in there. 
Q. Have you had occasion to be in what they call Good 
Alley, at the rear of Byrd's Furniture and one of those houses 
,on James StreeU . 
A. Well, I never have been down in there, no, sir. I just 
pass t11ere, pass King Street. 
J>age 780} Q. Mr. Dunlap, let me ask you about JRD!es 
Street. You lmew James Street when Sulhns 
,.College, the old Sullins College was there, didn't you? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q: Sullins College was burned many years ago? 
.l\.. Yes, sir, that's right. 
Q. The lot on which Sullins was located is very high above 
the houses on the opposite side of the street, is it not? 
A. Yes, sir, it is considerably steep. 
Q. You ·are also familiar with the time when Piedmont 
Street wasn't there, when _Beaver Creek was straightened and 
the street was built over Beaver Creek, that is the present 
Piedmont Street from State a couple blocks to Sycamore, 
you remember that? 
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E. L. Dunlap. 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Well since that was done, since Piedmont Street was 
built, hasn't business built up solidly from G,ood Street to 
Cumberland Street facing Piedmont T 
A. There is quite a big improvement there. 
Q. Those buildings are on what used to be the· rear of the-
James Street lots, aren't they Y 
(
. A. Yes, sir. · 
. 
Q. In other words·, they have had to, go in and occupy a 
part of those lots Y 
. page 781 } A. Yes, sir. 
.. Q. To put business on t 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Well, of course, the result has been to take just that much / ~:U,:f the resi(lence lots which front on James Street, is that 
A. That's right. 
Q. That was an old part of town and the houses were alI 
of an old type, are they not? 
A. Yes> sir. 
• • 
page 782 ~ 
• • 
Q. Mr. Dunlap, don't y0u think that as a place to live, as a 
residential area, that what hapepned there on that part of 
James Street, the business crowding those back yards, tbat 
that does affect that part of James Street as a place to live,. 
as a desirable place to live? 
A. Well now, I don't know that that has hurt it so far as 
James Street is concerned. It is in pretty good condition .. 
Of course, the buildings are getting a little old, but they are 
not bad. They are in very good shape, very good repair it 
looks like. · 
• • 
. . 
• • 
page 784 ~ 
• •· • • • 
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Q. Let us think of Sullins Street with Sullins Alley where it 
is on one side and with where you went down to 
page 785 ~ have the saws filed on the other and State Street 
completely built up from King to Commonwealth 
and then come around on Commonwealth and see how business 
is crowding into there. Do you think the houses in bebi.Pd 
those businesses, the rear of them, isn't that bound to bave:ia;1\;\ 
deteriorating effect on them as a place to live? . · · ·:\ 
• • • • • 
The Witness: I still say that I think there ought to be some 
improvements on Sullins .Alley and if I was on the City Coun-
cil I would be in favor of making a street behind and enough 
off to make Sullins Alley a street in the place of an alley. 
Then that would give the business houses a back entrance in 
the place where it is. I am in favor of a street going right 
through where Sullins Alley is but I don't think it is necessary 
to destroy all this good buildings to get that street through 
Sullins Alley, which would be practically very little curve off 
of Good Street into the remainder of the street 
page 786 ~ of Commonwealth A venue. 
Q. That is what you would do on the-
A. (Interrupting) If I was on the City Council, I would 
be in favor of it. 
Q. On the evidence you have before you that is what you 
would do? 
A. Not only the evidence I had before me but is is needed to 
be done in that way. It is not necessary to destroy all this · 
good houses just to make a street through there. 
Q. Are you assuming tlrnt that would be the only street 
built in the new project? 
A. Well, that could be done and I don't believe it would in-
terfere but very little with Sullins Street. 
Q. J nst generally speaking, when business begins to crowd. 
into what has been a residence area, what effect does it have 
on the residence area in your judgment? 
A. Well in some cases it hurts the residence section, but I 
don't believe it ever will on that high hill~ I don't believe 
that will ever be a very good business section with as many 
other good streets as we have. 
Q. That is because of its location 7 
\ 
; 
) 
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A. It don't lay right. If it was graded down, how are you 
going to make your cross streets on King Street, James Street 
and Cumber land f 
page 787 r 
.,//,---· -
• • • • 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Jr.: 
• • 
Q. You say there would be a tremendous grading problem 
if you went through with this whole project¥ 
A. It sure would. Most anybody here would agree with me 
on that. 
Q. There woulcln 't be any particular grading 
page 788 } problem to put that street there? 
A. That could be done. You would have to 
make a little change at King Street, there would be some grad-
ing, but not too bad. There is other streets in town steeper 
than that. Even in Knoxville they have steeper streets than 
that. 
Q. There are a great many streets in Bristol steeper than 
that? 
A. Yes, sir. 
• 
Q. There wouldn't be near as much of a grading problem 
just building· a street as your trying to take the whole top of 
the hill? 
A.. Oh my goodness there would be several hundred thou-
sand dollars, when you go to move that dirt you have a proposi-
tion, big job. 
• 
page 789} 
• • 
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E~ L. Dunlap. 
Q. These houses on James Street you had the discussion 
:about, l\1r. Dunlap, it used to be that when those lots ran 
.all the way through to Piedmont, that Piedmont was Beaver 
\Creekf 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That \vas an open sewer 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It stunk, didn't iU 
A. It sure did. 
Q. It was right behind these residences t 
-··-·-~···· ........• ,, .. ·, .. 
.• 
. :-· , 
A. Yes, there was-well you can go there and tell today, 
hut it was real steep. 
Q. Just dropped right into the creek there. That creek was 
:an open sewer T 
A. That's rig·ht. 
Q. That creek has since been covered f 
A. Yes, sir. 
J>age 790 r Q. Those residences as a matter of fact are a 
gTeat deal more sanitary now than they were then Y 
A. Yes, they have nice buildings on the back now, but they ' 
,don't have much ground there. 
Q. But wouldn't you rather back up to a filling station 
than you would to an open sewer f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Mr. Dunlap, wouldn't you say that the covering o_,. 
Beaver Creek with Piedmont Street improved the back end of 
.all those lots on .James StreeU 
.A. Yes, :sir. 
Q. It would also be more desirable to have ·a residence there 
:now than it would be when Piedmont was an open sewer, 
wouldn't iU 
A. Yes, sir. In other w.ords, James raw was p:ra.eticall,y 
;a Sullins Alley proposition before that was .changed. 
Q. It wast 
A. Yes. 
·page 791} 
• 
• • 
• • • 
• • • 
Q. This street you propose to build there more along the 
row of Goode Street and Sullins Alley from Piedmont to 
Commonwealth, that would parallel Cumherland approxi-
mately, would it noU 
400 Supreme Court of Appeals· of Virginia 
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A. Well I don't believe it would be quite as steep a grade .. 
Q. It wouldn't be· .. 
A .. It might be a sho:rt distance on it that would be hard 
to work out on account of King Street. If it was not for King 
Street it could go through there on a good grade but in order 
to t~e.care of King Street it would have a little raise. 
it~ It wouldn't be near as steep a grade as Cumber land now 'l 
X.. Cumberland is pretty steep . 
• • • • 
page 793} 
• • • 
G. W. MAINES 
having been first duly sworn, testified a:s follows.:: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener,. Jr.: 
• • 
Q. How old are you, Mr. Maines t 
A. Four times twenty .. 
Q. Eighty years old? 
A. Yes, sir. 
• • 
page 794} 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
Q. What property do you own that is in this redevelopment 
area? . · 
A. Couple of little houses. 
• • • • •. 
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Q. Is that 830 Sullins Street and 833 Sullins Alley? 
A. Yes1 sir • 
• • 
Q. For how many years were you the game warden,,iµ·Wll~-
ington County, Mr. Maines? 'r.::,. 
A. Twenty years. 
Q. Do you own a farm in Washington County? 
A. Yes; sir, 
page 795 ~ 
• 
HAL E. SHUMAKER 
having been first duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION, 
By Mr. Widener, Jr.: 
• 
Q. How old are you 1 
A. Thirty-seven. 
Q. How long have you lived in Bristol f 
A. All my Iif e. 
Q. You are in the meat business? 
page 796 ~ A. Yes; sir, 
Q. How long have you been in the meat busi-.. 
ness? 
A. At the present location since the first of the year. 
Q. How long before that timef 
A. Twenty-three years. 
Q. What have you done in the meat business, all the jobs 
you have held? · 
A. Well, I was a retail butcher until 1941. In 1941 I bad 
my business in Kingsport, until 1943. I was in the Army un-
til 1946 and then I operated my own shop since 1948, I be-
lieve. Then I ·worked for Aronhime Packing Company until 
the first of the year, at which time I bought them out. 
402 Supren;i.e Court of Appeals of Virginia 
Hal E. Shumaker. 
page 797 ~ 
• 
Q. The building you are in is that brick building directly 
b,ehin.d the Bristol Grocery Company is it not? 
·~,,,_., . ht 
/@.~ '.UlRli s. rig . 
• • • • • 
page 798 ~ 
• • . * • 
· Q. What has been your monthly gToss business since you 
have been down there T 
A. Well, approximately twelve to fifteen thousand dollars 
a month. 
• • 
Q. If this property were sold or taken and you 
page 799 ~ had to move, what effect would it have on. your 
business1 
A. Well it is very expensive moving equipment and the 
cooler walls would practically be a total loss because they 
are not movable. Also the smokehouses, brfok smokehouses, 
there would be some salvage in those, the doors especially. 
The rest of them would be a loss I think . 
• 
Q. You say you have four employees plus yourself Y 
A. That's right. 
Q. Since you have been operating that business, has any 
official of the city or state government ever told you that your 
premises were in an unsanitary condition? 
A. No. 
• • • 
The Court: Is the nature of your operation such that there 
is occasion for any government inspectors to be in your pre-
mises! 
page 800 ~ The Witness: Yes, sir, the state inspector in-: 
spects regularly . 
• • • • • 
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VERNON M:cCROSKEY 
liaving been fir.st duly sworn, testified as follows.: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
:ny Mr. Widener, Jr .. ; 
• 
·Q. Where is your 'place of business, sir 1 
A. 51 Commonwealth. 
Q. How old are y-0u.f 
A. Forty-five. 
Q. "'\Vhat is the name of the business 7 
:page 801 } A. McCroskey Service Station. 
Q. What is the nature of iU 
A. Well it is a 'Service station .and grocery store combined. 
·Q. Who owns the building! 
A .. Mr. E. L. Dunlap. 
• • • 
Q. What is the construction -of the building you are in there 
now? What is it made off 
:page 802 } A. Well, it is brick and block. 
Q. Brick and concrete block! 
.A. Yes. 
·Q. What are the floors made of Y 
A. Concrete. 
Q. Do you have any sanitary facilities there in that build-
ing? 
A. Yes, we have a ladies' and mens' toilet . 
Q. Have you had any fires there t 
A. No, sir. 
• • 
Q. Has anyone from the city government or the 
])age 803} state government ever told you that your pre-
mises were in an unsanitary condition! 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Or in an unsafe condition? 
A. No, sir. 1' l 
Q. How many employees do you have there, Mr. McCroskeyf 
A. Only one besides myself. 
4-04 Supreme Cottrl ot Appea:ls'· af Virgini• 
Mrs .. .Arthur· BgriL 
Q. Y ours~if' plus- ene Y 
A. Yesi sir.. . . . 
Q. What is· yeur gross· business: there 1. . . 
A. Well last year I believe· it was between thirteen and 
fourteen th&Us8;iid .. 
.. 
page: S04· }· 
.. 
• • 
MRS.- ARTHUR BYRD 
:ha:vi'.ng been first duly sworn,. testified as follows : 
DffiECT' EX.A.MtN.A.TlON .. 
By Mt- Widener, Jr·. : 
• • 
.. 
page· 805 ~ Q;. You are the· widow of' Arthur· Byrd f 
A .. Yes,. sir.. . . 
Q. Who was· in the furniture business· for' many years f' 
A. Yes,. sir .. 
Q. Do yon own a: piece· af. property at 842 Cumberland 
Streett 
.A.. Yes,. sfr, I do .. 
.. 
• 
Q. Mrs. Byrd, 1 show yoli a photograph marked Exhibit 
tm and ask you if that is a picture of your house there,t 
A. Yes, sir, tha.t is. 
Q .. Is it occupied or unoccupied 1 
A .. Unoccupied at the present tima . 
• 
.. 
j)age S06'} 
• 
.. 
• 
Q. Y'. oti say that there ar·e eight rooms? 
A. Y~s.. . 
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Q. Is there a bathroom 7 
A. Yes. 
Q. Does it have a bath tub! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And toilet 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. Is there a kitchen in the house? 
A. Yes. 
Q. With a sink? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Does it have hot water 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Electricity? 
A. Yes. 
Q. I take it there isn't any 'phone there nowY 
A. No, sir. 
Q. It does have sewage? 
A. Yes. 
Q. How is it heated, Mrs. Byrd? 
A. It was heated last winter, pa.rt of the winter 
page 807 } with a furnace, bad a good furnace in it and the 
people moved out in mid-winter and the pipes 
froze and the radiators and boiler to the furnace bursted. I 
have not replaced it. It was heated the remaining part of the 
winter with ·stoves. 
Q. The house is equipped with radiators Y 
A. No, I had to take them out. I had to sell it for junk, 
most of the radia.tors in the house, because they were burst. 
Q. The whole business h'lM"St? 
A. Yes, two I think radiators left in the house that are all 
right. 
Q. Mrs. Byrd, is th(}re a mortgage or deed of trust against 
that house? 
A. No indeed. 
Q. Have there. been any fires there Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. There is a front yard there, isn't there? 
A. Small front yard, yes. 
Q. Is there a back yard 7 
A. Yes. 
Q. Is there any side yard Y 
.A. No, sir, just very little, it is a narrow lot. 
Q. Are there any trees? 
.~. 
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.A. Yes, trees-or I don't know that they are 
page 808 r exactly in the yard-yes, there is one in the back, 
I think and one perhaps on the line between that 
house and the next to it. 
Q. Has anyone from the city or the state government ever 
toJ.4-you, .that there was any unsanitary condition about your 
!"•"- premises! 
A. No, sir. _ 
Q. Or any unsafe condition t 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Why haven't you re-rented it, Mrs. Bryd! 
A. Well just-I would say because it is only suitable for a 
large ra~ily or two families and I have rented it since my 
husband passed away to people that have a very large family 
or two families together. That is the reason the family moved 
out. They have been out just a month . 
. Q. You say there is no longer central heating in it? 
A. No, sir, there is no longer central heating in it. 
Q. Why haven't you had that replaced Y 
A. Just because I have been waiting to see what this pro-
ject turned out to be. 
• • 
. MRS. K. L. HAWKINS 
having been first duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
page 809 r By Mr. Widener, Jr.: 
... 
Q. Where did you live before that? 
A. James Street. 
Q. What address? 
A. 33. 
Q. 33 James? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Do you own that house! 
A. Yes, I own it. 
• • • • 
• 
• 
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·Q. How many children do you havel' 
.A. Five. 
Q. How many years did you live on J,ames Street f 
A. Seven. 
page 810 } Q. Did any of your children ever get in any 
trouble! 
----~'. 
,···1· .. , 
CROSS EXAMINATION • 
.By Mr. Stant: 
• • 
])age 811} 
• .. • • • 
Q. That is the one below yon. Did Steve Blevins live in 
·one of those houses Y 
A. He was on down the street. He never did 
page 812 } bother me and I never did bother them. 
• • 
-page 813} 
• • 
Q. Do you rent your house to different people or just to 
1oneY 
A. Yes, since my bnsband died. Well in fact, four, but it is 
bard to rent now on account of this project, you can't hardly 
Tent it. 
• • • • 
Q. Mrs. Hawkins, I would like to have your 
])age 814 } idea, you say you lived in there seven years and 
now are rent1ng and living on Oak Street, which 
is not too very far from it. Do you regard that block of James 
Street on that side of that street from your house on down to 
Goode Street as desirable for residence purposes as it was 
when yon moved away? 
i\ 
' 
I 
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A. Well now, there is some nice people down in there but as 
f a1~ as the residence section, I don't think there should be any 
residence there, but there is some nice people in there. I 
have a first cousin there, the family down on the corner, I 
raised her family, Mrs. Bennett, she is a nice woman, but I 
think.the whole street is too close in the business section. That 
js wp;itI think about it. . 
-~~ That is what I meant to be asking you your slant on,. 
whether you thought it was going down or otherwise. 
A. Well them houses you know are old, some of them is and: 
they are hard to keep up. I am in favor of selling mine now .. 
Q. Old and ha.rd to keep up! 
A. That's right. 
Q. Let me put it another way, Mrs. Hawkins. Do you have 
the view or do you think that during the time you have owned 
this property it has deteriorated or gone down as a residence, 
section 1 
A. Well, I don't think-the way of my looking 
page 815, ~ at it, I don't think it is improved any for a resi-
dence section, but everybody may not see it like I 
do-. 
Q. I am asking your opinion, yes·. 
A. But as far as I see it, I think it should be a business 
section, too close iu town. 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Jr.: 
Q. Mrs. Hawkins; who was the next door neighbor, your 
next door neighbor to you right as you walked out of your 
house? 
A. Up the street? 
Q. Yes, ma 'am. 
A. Mrs. Copenhaver. 
Q. 1'frs. S. T. Copenhaver Y 
A. Nice woman, a good neighbor. 
Q. Did you know Mr. S. T. Copenhaver? 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. He was a very prominent merchant here in town, was he 
not? . 
A. That's right. 
Q. Owner of Hamilton-Bacon-Hamilton! 
A. That's right, they are nice people. 
Q. You wouldn't find any better t 
A. Good neighbor. 
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Q. Mr. Copenhaver is dead now, isn't he? 
page 816 ~ A. That's right. ' · 
Q. When did he die? 
A. I believe about three years ago. 
Q. He lived in that house when he died and Mrs. Copen-
haver died about two months ago 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. She lived there when she died Y 
A. That's right, she was a good friend of mine. 
Q. How many years did they live there, do you know Y 
A. Well, I don't know. They were there. when I moved 
there. I don't know. 
Q. The Episcopal Church is about 100 feet from your house, 
isn't it, and the State Street Church, Methodist Church was 
about half a block down Jam.es Street from your house,· 
wasn't it? 
A. That's right. 
Q. The Jewish Synagogue was how far, a block and a half 
away from your house? 
A. I guess abo~t that far. 
Q. You say that restaurant is smoky! 
A. It sure is. 
Q. Did that bother you Y 
A. Certainly did when I lived there, come right in the 
kitchen when it was in operation, but it is not now. 
Q. It is not in operation? 
page 817 ~ A. No. 
Q. Do you think that that would bother you 
more than an open sewer? 
A. I didn't live there when that happened. 
Q. I am asking your opinion. 
A. Well, of course not. 
Q. You would be bothered more by a sewer? 
A. vVhy sure. 
Q. How long has it been since you lived on that street? 
A. SL"'{ years. 
Q. You say the property is now hard to rent because of 
this redevelopment project? 
A. That's right. That's right . 
• • ... • • 
page 818 ~ Q. Mrs. Bennett is a :fine woman 7 
A. She raised her family in my house. She is 
a fine woman. 
\ 
( 
i 
I {. 
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Q. Do you know a better woman than Mrs. Bennett Y 
A. She is a geod woman. She raised her children there. 
The Court : Which did you say was your cousin, Mrs. 
JesseeY 
The Witness: Mrs. Jessee. Her husband is back here now. 
¥t. :Stant: One question, when you first knew the Copen-
havers, had they made some additions, improvements to their 
house or do you know Y 
The Witness: Well no, they have always kept their house 
in good shape, painted it a number of times since I knew them . 
• • * • 
page 820} 
• • • • • 
S. T. COPENHAVER, JR. 
having been first duly sworn, testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Jr.: 
• • • • 
Q. Mr. Copenhaver, what property in this redevelopment 
project do you own 7 
A. I own the house 011 James Street, 29 James Street. 
Q. Is that within the area that they propose to take Y 
A. Yes, I understand that it is. · 
• • • • • 
page 821 } Q. Were you raised on that street Y 
A. A great part of my life, yes, sir. 
Q. Your father was S. T. Copenhaver, Sr.? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How- long did you live on that street? 
A. I lived on James Street approximately twenty years .. 
Q. How long since you lived there Y · 
A. About 15 years. 
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R T. Copenhaver, Jr. 
Q. This property that you own now on James Street we 
;are discussing came from your father f 
A. Yes, sir, that's right. 
Q. Do you own property or business property on Cumber-
land Street or Commonwealth? 
A. Yes, sir, I do . 
. Q. What property do you own there! 
A. Hamilton-Bacon-Hamilton. 
Q. How near is that to the r€developme,nt projeet ! 
A. Well the way I understand, it would be within a block of 
the redevelopment. 
Q. I believe you would consider it to your interest financi-
.ally for the project to be completed, so far as your business 
reasons are concerned with Hamilton-Bacon-Hamilton 7 
A. Yes, sir, I be.lieve it would increase the value of the 1and. 
Q. What about your business? 
page 822 ~ A. That is what I am speaking of, my business. 
Q. That is Hamilton-Bacon-Hamiltonf 
A. Yes, sir, in other words, it would put more traffic in that 
.end of town. 
Q. What connection do you have with Hamilton-Bacon-
Hamilton.f 
A. Well I am the president of the company . 
• • • .. 
Q. Describe in a general way the property that you own 
in this .area that they pr.opose to take or purchaseY 
A. Well the house on 29 J runes Street, which is 
page 823 ~ a two-story with a half of another story, which 
would be considered -a basement or vacan.t apart-
ment. It is a brick building, brick construction . 
.. 
·• • .. 
Q. How long has it been since the death of your motherf 
A. A month. 
Q. And your father? 
A. Three years, little ·over three years. 
Q. They lived there many years on that street f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Both lived there until their death Y 
.A. Sir? 
,Q. Lived there until their death? 
\ 
\ 
·' 
l 
I 
l ( 
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A. Yes, sir, they both did. 
p3:ge 824 } Q. Are you old enough to remember the Beaver 
Creek! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Before it was covered 'l 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. As to that property that you own,. is it your opinion 
that the covering of Beaver Creek and the construction of 
Piedmont made that property more desh-able 1 
A. Yes, sir, I think it did. 
Q. And property generally along there t 
A. Yes, sir. 
• 
.. • .. 
CROSS ~~MIN.A.'rION .. 
By Mr. Stant: 
.. • • e 
.. 
• 
page 826 ~ Q. I think it was the year 1926, can yon verify 
that, that. Beaver Creek was covered behind your-
houseT 
A. No, sir, I can't verify the year, but I know it was around 
that time. 
Q. You think that when that happened it made the adjoining 
property more desirable because you had this' street over it? 
A. Yes, sir, I think it did. ' 
Q. It made it so much so that in time the business p1·operties 
wanted the back 0£ your respective lots in that block T 
A. Yes, sir, that's. correct. 
Q. They got tl1em and it is now solid business°! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Let us go down a little further. In other words, James· 
Street the block we are talking about is higher or above the 
back of all those buildings, isn't itf 
A. Yes, sir, that's right. 
Q. You don't think,, do, yon,. that beil'lg in the back door of' 
those business properties helps James. S'treet now as a resi-
dence section, do you Y 
A. Well would you state that question once more T 
Q. I say the houses on James. that we are talking about in 
this project now being in the back door of these Piedmont 
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business properties, you don't think that that 
page 827 ~ helps the residence properties, do you? 
A. No, sir, I don't think it helps it as a resi-
dence. 
Q. "\Vouldn't you say in your opinion that since Piedmont 
has built up as a business street and sine~ there is so much 
traffic on it that that situation has caused the houses on 
James Street to rather go down as a residence section1Y: 
Wouldn't you go that far? 
A. Well, I think that-in other words, do you want me to 
give you my opinion? 
Q. Yes. 
A. I think I can remember when I was there as a small boy 
the creek being back there was a menace and I do think that 
the street was an improvement. However, I will agree with 
you in regard to residenthll dwellings as being right behind a 
business district is not very desirable. 
Q. You don't really have anything· much to do with this 
property except you just rent it all to somebody else Y 
A. Yes, sir, I rent it and then they sub-rent it. 
Q. You just rent it and try to· for get the other part of it, 
I imagine? 
A. Yes, that's correct. 
Q. You were asked about where your father lived. He had 
added a great many rooms and other improvements to that, 
hadn't he? 
page 828 ~ A. Yes, sir, they spent considerable money on 
it. 
• • • 
Q. On the corner, however, which you own, that was the old 
King James residence? 
A. That's correct. 
• • • 
Q. Then you have that in apartments which you also rent¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
• • • 
page 830 ~ 
• • • • • 
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RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, .Sr.: 
Q. You converted the old funeral home into apartments Y 
A. Yes, sir. . 
· Q. And improvep. that property on this street? 
r
. A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Then your father owned a much larger lot you say than 
yours, that you now own, and that extended back to the street, 
didn't it, your father's property! 
A. It did, yes, sir. 
Q. I believe you said that that creek was a menace? 
I 
/ 
A. Yes, sir, it was. • 
Q. And that Piedmont Street isn't a menace to the property 
like the creek was? 
A. No, sir. . 
Q. As between the creek and Piedmont, you would take 
Piedmont, wouldn't you T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you made any improvements on that old house 
there recently Y 
A. Which house are you speaking off . 
Q. The old brick house in this area. 
page 831 ~ A. No, sir, I have had it painted, a couple of 
rooms painted in the last month. 
Q. Does it need other improvement Y 
A. Does it need improvement Y 
Q. Yes, need any more repairs? 
A. Not to my knowledge. 
Q. You think it is in good state of repair? 
A. Pretty good repair. 
• • • 
MRS. AVILDA PETERS 
the next witness, having been first duly sworn, testified as 
follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION . 
.By Mr. Widener, Jr.: 
• • • • • 
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Mrs. Avilda Peters. 
·Q. You are the widow of Herbert G. Peters, Jr.? 
A.lam. 
Q. Do you own any property, Mrs. Peters, in this project 
up here, this redevelopment project? 
A. I own three pieces of property. 
pag·e 832 } Q. Would you describe them please Y 
A. vV ell one is on the corner of Jam.es Street,,.n>,+:;xi,x.: 
17 James is a residence. It has a brick foundation and five· > l 
rooms, with a concrete basement, and it has a complete bath, J 
hot and cold running water. It is in good shape, good con- ' 
dition. There is a .small piece of business property behind ? 
it that is a block structure, I think it is about 18 by 20. It has i 
toilet facilities and is just for small business. Then I have { 
:a garage apartment with .a two car garage there at King's \··· . 
..Alley, is that what you call that alley? . 
Q. It is on Solar Street Extension Y , 
A. Sola,r Street Extension. That is a little thxee room 
.apartment above it and I .think it is frame structure and 
stone. It has hot and cold water and also toilet facilities. 
• • • 
:page 833} 
• • • 
Q. This house here which is colored white, has it been 
painted recently? 
A. Yes, just about· ten days ago I painted it. 
Q. What color is it now? 
A. It is brown and white. 
Q. Have you made any other improvements to that house 
since Mr. Peters died! . 
A. I have redecorated the interior of it. 
Q. You did redecorate the interior? 
• • • • 
Q. Have you painted the garage apartment on "Solar Street 
Extension? 
A. Just about two weeks ago. 
Q. Nellie Cannon Jives tbereY 
A. That's right. 
1Q. Are you planning to do any more improvement to that . 
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property on Solar Street Extension Y 
page 834 ~ A. I promised her to either paper it or paint it 
inside . 
• # • 
Q. Mrs. Peters, do you want to sell the properly you own 
··in this redevelopment area! 
A. No, I turned down two or three inquiries about it. I 
am not interested in selling it. 
The Court: The apartment house you. speak of, that was: 
the H. G. Peters' home, is that correct!· 
The ·witness: Mrs. IL G. Peters. 
The Court: On Cumberland Street 1 
The Witness.: Yes, sir. 
Q. How far is that from the garage, Mrs. Peters Y 
A. I am not very good at judging distance. I suppose fifty 
feet. 
page 835 ~ Q. Fifty feet from the property line to the 
garage? 
A. That is just a guess. 
page 837 ~ CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. ·woodward: 
Q. Mrs. Peters, do you know if your husband's father ever 
lived in the property on James Street that you own now, 17 
James? 
A. No, I don't know that he did. However, I know that 
1Yir. and Mrs. Lavinder lived there, they started out there. 
Q. Approximately how long ago was that? 
A. Well I really don't know. All I lmow is what I have· 
heard. I can't be too accurate about that, but when they were 
:first married they lived there. 
Q. That was a number of years before you came to Bristol,. 
wasn't itf 
A. Oh, yes. yes. 
Q. So that at the time wI1en Mr. and Mrs. Lavinder lived 
at 17 ,Tames Street is some thirty, forty years agoi 
.A. I don't doubt that . 
• • • ... 
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page 839 ~ 
• 
Mr. ·w oodward: What is his age, please Y 
The ·witness: Seventy-six. 
Mr. Woo·dward: You say he lived in this property when he 
was first married Y 
The Witness: First married, yes, sir. 
• • • • 
0. D. HAMRICK 
having been first duly sworn, testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Sr.: 
* 
Q. What is your occupation or business Y 
A. Well in the loan business. 
Q. Holston Small Loans? 
page 840 }- A. Holston Loans. 
Q. Bristol, Tennessee? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How old are you f 
A. Sixty-five. 
• 
Q. Do you own any property in the proposed redevelop-
ment projecU 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where is that property? 
A. On King Street, a lot. 
Q. A vacant lot Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
• • 
page 841 ~ 
• • 
• • • 
• • • 
l 
I 
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CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Stant: 
• • • • • 
page 842 ~ 
• • • • • 
Q. Mr. Hamrick, your name has been mentioned or your 
company has been mentioned as at one time having owned 
839 Sullins Street, Project 5-13, or Parcel, rather. I believe 
Mrs. Kilgore says she had it under a purchas.e contract from 
you or your company, is that true? 
A. She did have it under contract for some time but there 
has been a deed to them now . 
• • 
Q. How did your company come into ownership of that 
. property! 
page 843 ~ A. A son-in-law of Kilgore 's, and Viola Kil-
gore's sister's husband bought the property for 
them to live in arid gave -a first and second mortgage. We 
bought the second mortgage. They did not pay satisfactorily 
and the man Mr. ·w11liams deeded the property to us and we 
told the Kilgores if they would pay a specified amount for 
:five years on a contract that we would then deed it back to 
them, which we did. 
• • • • • 
Q. You live on the Cumberland Street end of King Street? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Just in the rear of the Emanuel Episcopal Church and 
your house fronts on Cumberland, is that righU 
A. No, sir, it fronts on King. 
page 844 ~ Q. Well you have an entrance from King? 
A. I have an entrance from King. 
Q. But it has the appearance of fronting on Cumberland, 
does it not? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you lived there? 
A. I have lived there about seven years. 
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·Q. In that time in connection with your busi11ess, do you 
:feel that you are familiar with that section bounded on the 
:south by Sullins .Alley and extending ·up to and through 
.Sullins Street Y 
A. Well not too familiar. I go down King quite a little, 
but I don't go down that section. 
Q. Do you know where Sullins Alley is? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you observed in and out or around the mouth of 
:Sullins Alley at King Street many persons on the' street who 
:are drunk ·or under the influence of liquor-? 
A. Well, yes, ·sir, quite often they ·are. 
Q. Day or night or both? 
A. Well day mostly. I am not out much at night. 
Q. Have you seen it on Sunday on your way to church? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You go to State Street Church, don't you? 
A. Yes, siT. 
:pag·e 845 ~ Q. You generally go by way of King, do you? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Well where do you think yon have seen most of them, 
:any particular spot? 
A. Well usually right coming out of Sullins Alley and 
then th~y go 'One way or the other. 
Q. What sort of looking people do you see coming in and 
•out of there, in addition to their being under the influence of 
whiskeyf 
A. I'd say below the average. 
Q. You I take it wouldn't know where most of those you 
have seen live, whether they live in or away from there? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you think you could answer whether Sullins Alley 
bas a reputation as a place of law violations in connection 
particularly with alcohol or whiskeyT 
.l\ .. Yes, sir, that is the reputation. 
·• 
page 846} 
• • • • • 
Q. Are you familiar with where the exact location of the 
'''Shoot'' was.? 
A. No, sir. 
l 
I 
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Q. It is just something you heard about r 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you think it was stm there¥ 
.l\.. Yes, sir. 
Q. If it is not still there then what you have seen is since it 
is gone? 
A. How is that? 
Q. If it not still there then what you have seen is since its: 
passing, is that right? 
A. Yes, sir, it is still going on. 
Q. These drunks you have been talking about, liave you ob-
served any of them extending· down in the neighborhood of 
your residence? 
A. Yes, sir, I have seen them pass there on 
page 847 ~ Sunday mornings. 
Q. Coming from what direction? 
A. Coming from the direction of State Street, up King. 
Q. And Sullins Alley is the first alley that runs through 
behind State Street, is it notf 
A. Yes, sir, I think that's right. 
Q. Have you seen the police cars in that King Street area 
very much? 
A. No, sir, not very much. 
Q. :Mr. Hamrick, with particular regard to King Street,. 
Sullins Street, down to the rear of the property fronting on 
State Street and down Sullins Alley and including Sullins: 
Street, do·you have any opinion as to whether that area has 
improved or deteriorated as a place to live, as a residence-
section t 
A. "\Vell I think it has deteriorated. 
Q. Why do you think it has 1 
A. ·well the property in that section, Sullins Street section 
and down on the end of King Street towards State, the prop-
erty is not kept up very well, it is not kept painted. It is in 
bad looking condition and then due to the liquor selling down 
in Sullins Alley. · 
Q. ·wm you state whether or not you think the nearness of 
the property to the rear of the business properties 
pag·e 848 ~ on State Street and being in the rear of some: 
business on Commonwealth has arry effect on 
things like that Y 
Mr~ Widener, Sr.: If your Honor please, I don't want to· 
object too much to these questions, but it seems to me when 
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he says "deteriorated'' he ought to be allowed to state the 
cause of the deterioration instead of being directed as to 
certain things l\fr. Stant thinks might affect it. 
The Court : In other words, you object to the leading form 
of the question Y 
Mr. "Widener, Sr.: Yes, sir. 
The Court : Sustained. 
Mr. Stant: I asked him whether or not he thought thaf, ,·,.,.'i' 
contributed to it, your Honor. 
The Court: Any question which by its language suggests 
the desired answer is a leading question, so I guess you will 
have to reframe that. Let him furnish the language. 
Q. Do you think there are any other causes or reasons for 
bringing about the opinion you just expressed, the deteriora-
ting as a residence section t 
A. Well I think that is the biggest reasons. Of course, 
when business commences to move into a section whv that 
makes it more undesirable for a residential section as a rule. 
Q. In your opinion has or has not that happened here 1 
A. Yes, sir, it has. 
page 849 ~ RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Sr.: 
Q. l\f r. Hamrtck, how long has it been since you say you 
heard they were selling liquor in the ''Shoot''? How long 
since you have been told that? 
A. You mean I haven't heard the ''Shoot'' mentioned for 
some little time. 
Q. You mentioned the "Shoot" yourself. How long since 
you heard it as the place where they sold liquor? 
A. I haven't heard the ''Shoot'' mentioned for some time. 
Q. ·wna t do you mean by some time t 
A. Well a year. 
Q. Up to a year ago you heard it mentioned? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Pretty regularly f 
A. Well I don't know regularly, but they called it the 
''Shoot,'' the section back there, back of Bristol Grocery, that 
is where I understand. 
Q. The people you saw coming out of there you thought 
were coming from the ''Shoot'' 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
\ 
\ 
i 
r ' \ 
t 
,· 
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Q. How many houses are now standing on Sullins Alley, 
residences? 
page 850 ~ 
six months. 
.A. I don't know, sir. 
Q. ·when have you been on Sullins Alley last f 
A. I haven't been on Sullins Alley for probably 
Q. How many were on it then T 
A. I don't know. 
Q. Well few or many? 
A. Well I'd say ten or fifteen. 
Q. You think there were ten or fifteen six months ago on 
Sullins Alley, that is residences Y 
.A. I think so. 
Q. What kind of residences were they, frame or brickt 
A. Well small frame·mostly. 
Q. Painted! 
A. Well I don't remember about that. I never was on there 
walking and looking. I have driven through. 
Q. Well you walked through there, didn't you Y 
A. No, sir, drove. 
Q. Did you see any buildings on that six months ago, in 
Sullins Alley, that were not frame or brick? 
A. Not frame or brick? 
Q. You said they were frame and brick? 
A. I don't think there is any brick building·s at all, all frame 
buildings. · 
Q. Were they all frame? 
A. I would think so. 
page 851 ~ Q. Do you know so Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You don't know what kind Y 
A. I wouldn't be positive. 
Q. ~r ere any of them new f 
A. No, sir. 
Q. There was not a new building· on it of any kind Y 
A. I don't think so. 
Q. Well don't you know t You are acquainted with it, tes-
tifying about it. 
A. There is no new houses been built in there to my knowl-
edge, no, sir. 
Q. Well you would have known it, being so well acquainted 
with it, wouldn't you, if any new ones had been built? 
A. I would think so, yes. 
. Q. Aren't you sure you would! 
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.l\.. Well they crould have built a little house on there .and 
I wouldn't know it probably. 
Q. Back just a moment, before I forget it, you said you had 
:a second lien on 831 Sullins Street one time Y 
A. Yes. · · 
Q. You thought enough of it to put a second lien .on it Y 
A. No, sir, w.e bought the lien .. 
·Q .. You thought enough of it to buy iU 
page 852 ~ A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Your company did Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Your company doesn't . make reckless deals, does it, 
lmowinglyY 
A. Not too reckless, second mortgage. 
Q. Yo1;1 want to buy g·ood things when you buy it, don't 
youY 
A. Yes, ·sir. 
Q. And you have been in the loan business ·a long ti.me and 
lmd been before you made that one teo, hadn't you! 
A. Yes, sir. 
·Q. Well acquainted with property values all over Bristol! 
A. Fairly. 
:page 853 '} 
Q. Where do you live now Y 
A. 49 King Street. 
Q. When did you buy itY 
A. '41, I think .. 
·Q. When did you move into it 7 
• 
• 
A. I would say about seven years ago. 
• 
·• 
Q. At the time you bought it did you buy it 'for ·a home or 
'to speculate on? · 
A. I intended to move into it later, but I didn't at that 
time because my children were in school in Tennessee and 
-didn't want to change schools. 
Q. But you kept it those years there on King Street and 
finally moved into it? 
A. ·Yes, sir. 
Q. Still live in iU 
A. Yes, sir. 
r 
. 
' 
I 
f 
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Q. How far· is the nearest edge of this redevelopment project 
to that· home! 
A. I'd say 200 feet.. 
Q. Where is it you are standing when you see these people-
who are stag·gering or something, coming from the direction of 
Sullins Alley Y 
A. Well I have- seen them when I would be· 
page 854 ~ standing on my porch. I have seen it as I went 
to church. 
• • .. 
page 855} 
• • • 
Q. By the way, how often have you seen these staggering 
people coming from that direction Y 
A. Well, I wouldn't know how often. I would say I have-
seen them average of once every week or two. 
Q. Did you ever report any of those observations to the 
Police Department! 
A. I have. 
Jlage 856 ~ Q. How often? 
A. Not very often. I have once or twice·. 
Q. You would do that wherever you saw that sort of carry-
ings on, wouldn't you, in the city? 
~/\.. Yes, sir. 
Q. When is the last one you reported t 
A. Well it has _been a year ago or more . 
• 
Q. I want to get it exactly, you say that the area has been 
affected around in the territory there where your lot is. ,vhere 
in the whole area of 16 acres do you think Lancaster Street 
is affected T 
A. Well I wouldn't think it would be affected very much 
from that which is carried on in Sullins Alley. 
· page 857 f 
• • 
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Q. I mean Lancaster Street, is that deteriorated Y 
A. I wouldn't think so. 
* • 
Q. All Bristol is old, isn't it 7 
A. Yes. 
• 
Q. Except where these extensions have been made in the;,<'',i·,,i\ 
last years 1 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Moore Street is <)}d 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Lee Street is old 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Maple Street is old 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 858 } Q. Spencer Street is old, isn't it Y Sullins Street 
is g·etting old 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The street you bought on is old, isn't it Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. But you bought on it as a residence for your family, 
didn't you? 
A. Yes, sir . 
• • 
page 859} 
• • • ... 
Q. Name any dilapidated building on Sullins Street. 
A. I wouldn't know the name. I know there is a garage 
that sets right on the left side of Sullins Street coming up 
toward King with wood and stnff laying around in the strMt . 
• • • • 
page 860} 
• * • 
Q. Name any on Lancaster Street that causes you to say 
it is deteriorated? 
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A. I didn't say it was deteriorated. 
Q. Well is itY 
A. I don't think so. 
• • • 
Q. N arne anything on Commonwealth Avenue that is de-
r 
· teriorated Y · 
A. I don't know. 
Mr. Stant: We repeat the obje~tion. 
I. page 861 } . · , f. 
I 
I 
• • • .. • 
Q. You don't know of any, do you Y 
A. No, sir. 
• • e * • 
page 862} , \ 
• • • :If: • 
Q. On King Street name the properties that are deteriorated 
from any cause existing on King Street . 
• • • • 
page 863} 
• • 
The Witness: The only deterioration that I know is the 
houses in front of the J'ewish Synagogue ·are badly in need 
of painting. 
• • • • • 
page 865} 
• • • • • 
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Q. There .are three houses there on Cumberland, one of 
which is Mr. Leonard's and th€ two just west of there. DOj 
you know anything deteriorated about those houses from any 
inherent cause or cause existing on Cumberland Street? 
A. No, sir, I don't know of anything wrong . 
• 
·Q. Tell me a building on Goode Street that is deteriorated 7 
The Witness: Nothing I know except probably need paint. 
I don't know of anything ·about the inside of them. • 
Q. "Which one of iliose needs paint Y \. 
A. The one on the corner of King and not Piedmont but the , 
next street up in front of the church, State Street 
page 866 ~ Methodist Church. 
Q. In front of State Street Methodist Church Y 
A. I mean the street that is in front, I can't think of tlie 
name of it. 
The Court: James. 
'The Witness: The house on the corner of James and Goode. 
Q. Hasn't that been painted a month :or so ago! 
A. If it has, I haven't noticed it. I don't think so. 
Q. What about J ame:s Street? What is dete-ri.orated on that 
:street, what residence 7 
A. I don't know of any. 
·e 
page 867} 
• • • 
Q. But even from the newspaper, if Sullins Alley was eli-
minated there would be no deterioration in that whole 16 acre. 
area, would there? 
A. Not particularly that I know of, no, sir. 
Q. Mr. Stant asked you your opinion, isn't that your best 
opinion, that if the liquor situation was relieved, whatever it is 
in Sullins Alley, that that whole 16 acres would be free from 
deterioration or blight? 
., 
~ 
I 
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A. I would say that if that was eliminated that the people 
would repair their property and keep it in better shape, they 
would think more of it, yes. . 
. Q. Well there has been talk about this project, whether 
or not it would be completed or go through and 
page 868 } that has been going on for over four years, hasn't 
iU 
A. I don't know. 
Q. Do you think the fact that it has been going on, for what_. 
ever time it has, has prevented or caused people not to keep 
their property improved t 
A. Ohs yes .. 
Q. Wouldn't you say that where a house hasn't been painted 
for four years and you saw it and knew it belonged to people 
that had the money to do it with, wouldn't you say that the 
cause of it was they are awaiting to see the outcome of this 
projectt 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 869 ~ 
• 
Q. You are called on by a great many people to appraise 
aren't you? 
A. No, sir, I appraise for two or three companies. 
Q. And your own 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You pass upon your own loans· for your own company °l 
A. Yes, sir. 
• • 
The Court: Mr. Hamrick, what do you consider the fair 
market value of that vacant lot that you testified about buying 
and owning 61 
poge 870 ~ The Witness: 'What would I consider? 
The Court: The fair market value of it at this 
time. 
The Witness : Tbe lot I own 1 
The Court: Yes, sir. 
The \Vitness : Well, about $2,250 .. 
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The Court: Did you have any specific use in mind when 
you bought iU · 
The· vVitness: Yes, sir, I intended to build an apartment 
house on it. 
The Court: ·what class apartment house? 
The "\Vitness: ·what did you say? 
The Court: What class apartment house? 
The Witness: About four apartments. 
The Court: At a probable outlay of how much? 
The Witness: "\\7hat is that, 
The Court: At a probable outlay of how much in money? 
The ·witness: About one hundred thousand dollars. 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: You must have thought pretty well of 
this area four years ago f 
The ,vitness: Over there, yes, sir. 
Mr. ,,ridener, Sr.: But that is a part of the whole area 
that you thought pretty well of, didn't you 1 
The Witness: Yes, sir. 
Mr. "'Widener, Sr.: vVhat did you pay for that 
page 871 ~ lot f 
The Witness : I think it was $2,000. 
::M:r. 1Videner, Sr.: So you think in the last four years, 
regardless of the fact that this project has been wide 
open and had people disturbed, tlmt regardless of all that, this 
lot has gone up in value $250.00, don't you 0/ 
The Witness: Yes, sir. 
• • • • 
MRS. CUMMINGS LEONARD 
. the next witness, having been first duly sworn, testified as 
follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Jr.: 
• • 
Q. ·where do you live, l\Irs. Leonard Y 
.A.. 840 Cumberland. 
• 
Q. You ar.e. the wife of Cumming·s Leonard f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ,vho has previously testified here? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. How long have you lived there? 
A. Oh, I would say approximately about maybe 25 year, 
oh, about 20 year, I expect up there. I don't know, if I looked · 
it up I could have told you. 
page 872 ~ Q. Would yon say 20 or 25 years? 
. A. I expect it has been . 
. !'-. Q. Mrs. Leonard, is the house next door to you on your 
r
. ·1(-lft as yo1:'- leave your front door, is that 842 Cumberland Y • 
A. 842 1s on the left as I come out of the house. That 1s 
the Hobson house. 
Q. The one on the corner is 844 f 
; A. Yes. 
( 
Q. Is that·the Alverez house? 
A. Alverez house. 
* * 
.Mr. Widener, Jr.: "\Ve are calling J\frs. Leonard to identify 
this piece of property which belongs to Mrs. A.lverez's estate 
bPcause no person interested irr the estate is available to be a 
witness and Mrs. Leonard has lived within two doors of the 
house for 20 or 25 years. 
Q. That house is on the corner of Lancaster and Cumber-
land? · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Mrs. Leonard, I show you a photograph marked Exhibit 
86 and ask you is that a picture of the Alverez 
page 873 ~ house? 
.... \. Yes, sir, it'is. · 
Q. Which is 844 Cumberland¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How many rooms are in the house, J\ifrs. Leonard, are you 
familiar with the house 1 
A. Kot too much. I have been in it two or three times, just 
in the living room, but as to going through the house, I don't 
know too much about it. 
Q. I will ask you to give us to the best of your knowlege how 
many rooms are in the house t · 
A. Well, I would say there is either six or seven. There, 
is a little room they told me upstairs that went with the large 
room that is used as an apartment. 
Q. Does it have a toilet? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does it have a kitchen? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Do you lmow whether they have hot waterf 
A. Yes, they had hot and cold water. Yes, they had hot 
\\vater. 
Q. Is the house wired with electricity! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does it have sewage.Y 
.A. Yes, sir. .,,/. 
_page 87 4 } Q. Do you know what kind of he.at it had Y , ,, .. · 1: 
.A. It had a furnace, hot air. i 
Q. A hot air furnacef :, 
A. "Y"es, sir. t 
Q. Has there been a fire in that house that you can remem-
ber? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. It is now vacant, 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does it have a front yard f 
A. Small front yard. 
Q. Does it have any trees in the yard.? 
A. It has one large tree. 
Q. Does it have a back yar.d 7 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is there any side yard? 
A. Well it is a very small side yard, not very big. 
Q. Do you know anything unsafe about those pr.emises, 
Mrs. Leonard 1 
A. No, I don't. 
Q. Do you know anything unsanitary about the premises Y 
A. No, sir, I don't . 
• ... • • 
:page 875 t 
• • • 
MRS. ·SARAH GOODMAN 
baving been first duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By l\fr. Widener, Jr.: 
• • • 
( 
~;>···(·:, 
( 
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Q. Mrs. Goodman, where do you live¥. 
A. 21 Lancaster Street. 
Q. Do you own that house 7 
A. I do. 
·Q. How long have you owned it y· 
A. Fourteen year either in this month or next. 
_ Q. That is Parcel 3-6,, Mrs. Goodman, I show 
page 876 ~ you a photograph marked Exhibit 40 and ask you 
if that is a picture of your house 7 Who wou,ld be: 
the house on the right in that photo,graph'i 
A. Yes, this one is. 
Q. The house that is partially hidden by the big maple tree¥.' 
A. Yes, that's it. 
Q. How old are you, Mrs. Goodman? 
A. I am 67, 'will be 68 in February .. 
Q. How long· did you say you had lived there l 
A. Fourteen year. 
Q. Have you lived on Lancaster Street any longer than 
that! 
A. Well I once lived at 21 Lancaster Street .. 
Q. How long did you live there 7 
A. Well, I didn't live there so very long. 
The Court: I thought you said this was 2L 
The Witness : I mean 16. 
Q. That is where Mr. Moretz now lives 1 
A. I just rented when I lived there. 
Q. Who did you rent from f 
A. Real estate man, I forget his name, Mr. Kendrick .. 
Q. What is your occupation f 
A. Housekeeping. 
page 877 r Q. Do you keep Mr. Moretz' children T 
A. Yes, I do. 
Q. Do you keep them every day? 
A. No, not every day, just when she works. 
Q. Which one, Mr. and Mrs. Moretz1 
A. Yes, he works at night and she works at daytime. 
Q. Do you have any income except- from keeping- the· 
children? 
A. Not at all, just only my social security. 
Q. You do get your social security? 
A. Yes, I do. · 
Q. Where did you work, Mrs. Goodmanf 
A. At the High Rocket, it was called, when I worked there·. 
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Q. Are you getting your social security for the work you 
did theref 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you go to school? 
A. Yes, I did. 
Q. Do you belong to a church 7 
A. I belong to the Anderson Street :Methodist Church. 
Q. Have you had a contagious disease in the last five years t,,, .. ,,, .. 
A. No, I never have. 
page 878 ~ Q. You never had measles or mumps or any-
thing! 
A. Oh, when I was a child. 
Q. Have you been arrested in the last five years Y 
A. No, I never have. 
Q. Do you have any insurance t 
.A .. Yes, I haye insurance with the Metropolitan and I have 
insurance with the Bankers Life & Casualty Company. 
Q. What kind of insurance do you have with Metropolitan? 
A. Sick and accident. 
Q. What about the Bankers Life, what kind of insurance 
do you havef 
A. It is just an accident policy, hospitalization. 
Q. Ma'am? · 
A. It is hospitalization. 
Q. ·would you want to g·o into the government housingf 
.4,.. No, not at all. 
Q. Why wouldn't you f 
A. It just wouldn't be home to me. 
Q. Were you sick within the last yead 
A. Oh, I had the flu last winter. 
. Q. You had flu last winter? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you a widow, Mrs. Goodman 1 
A. I am. 
page. 879 ~ Q. ·when did Mr. Goodman die T 
A. Twenty-one years ago next month. 
Q. Do you have any children 1 
A. I am the mother of nine children. I have five living. 
Q. Where are they¥ 
A. ·wen, that is one of them back there. That is Mrs. 
Moretz, George Moretz, and two of them live this side of 
Kingsport .. My son, he is in Florida and I have another 
daughter on the Blountville Hig·hway, and one on Three 
Spring Pike. 
t 
f 
I 
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Q. Mrs. Moretz is the wife of Georg·e Moretz? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He is the one that owns the Moretz. Candy Company? 
A. Yes, that's right. 
Q. You say you have. a son in Florida Y 
A. Yes, he is stationed there now. 
Q. Is he in the army? 
. A. No, he isn't. He works for the American Encyclopedia 
Company. . 
Q. You have a daughter on the Blountville Highway? 
A. Yes, Mrs. Barker. 
Q. Wbat does her husband do? 
A. Her husband died just two weeks ago. 
Q. What did he do¥ . 
A. He was a railroad man, retired. 
page 880 } Q. That leaves two other children. Where are 
they¥ 
A. Well Mrs. Barbe which lives out on Three Spring Pike. 
Q. ,Vhat Barbe is that? 
A. Francis Barbe. 
Q. ·what does he do? 
A. He grades for the highway at what is that hospital in 
North Carolina? 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: Banner Elk. 
The Witness: Banner Elk. 
Q. Then there is one more, who is that? 
A. I had two that lives tllis side of Kingsport, on the Kings-
port Highway, and Mrs. Moody and Mrs. ·weaver. Mrs. 
Barker on the Blountville Highway, Mrs. Barbe out on Three 
Spring Pike and Mrs. Moretz. · 
Q. What does :Mrs. Moody's husband do? 
A. They both work at Eastman, I mean Mr. Moody and 
l\fr. Weaver work at the Eastman. 
Q. You have lived on Lancaster Street for about how long? 
A. Fourteen years, I mean in the present home. 
Q. About six before that Y . 
A. Yes, I think so. 
Q. You have lived there about 20 years? 
A. Yes. 
page 881 } Q. Your children were brought up there on 
. Lancaster Street f 
Bristol Redev. & Housing Auth., v. J. B. Denton, et al. 435 
Sarah Goodman. 
.A. Part of them were. 
·Q. Have any of them ever been in any trouble Y 
.A. Never b.a.v.e. 
Q. Do you live there alone now, at 21 Lancaster? 
.A. Yes, I do. 
Q. Do you have any ya.rd! 
A. Yes, I do. 
Q. Do you have a front yardi 
A. Yes, I have a fromt yard, side yard and back yard. 
Q. Do you have any trees in your yard! 
A. Yes, I have one and one on the line. 
Q ... How many rooms are in the house T 
A. Nine rooms. 
Q. You have an apartment upstairs? 
A. I have an apartment of four rooms and private bath up-
:stairs, but it is not rented 
Q. Why isn't it rented f 
A. Well it seems like that this redevelopment trouble has 
kept me from ·renting it and when I get people in. there they 
find out about it .and they find them -another place, you see, 
where they think they might have to ·be put out. 
page 882 r The last people I had there why he belonged to 
the union and his work sent him to Florida. They 
,just stayed one month. 
Q. Do you have hot water f 
A. Yes I do upstairs and down. 
·Q. Both kitchell8 hav.e hot water Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. They both have a sinkY 
A. Yes. 
Q. Both bathrooms have toilets.7 
A. Yes. 
Q. You do have sewage.! 
A. Yes, I do. 
Q. You have electricity? 
A. Yes, sir, I do. 
Q. Do you have a telephone Y 
.A. Yes. 
·Q. Do you have a radio? 
A. Yes, I have a radio. 
Q. Do you have TVf 
A. No, I don't. 
Q. What kind of heat do you have in the house? 
-
• I. 
A. Well it is kept by a Warm Morning Heater because I 
~an.'t have a furnace. They ·say there is rock under the 
I 
l 
I 
\ 
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Sarah Goodmiaft. 
building and I can't have a furnace:.. 
page 883 ~ Q. How is it heated upstairs? 
Q. Is it comfortable in the winter °l 
A. Yes .. 
Q. Do you have enough air Y 
A. Yes, I do. 
Q. Do you have a cart 
A. No, I don't. 
· Q. Is the property clear or is there a mortgage or deed 
of trust against it Y 
A. No, I don't have a mortgage on it, it is clear. 
Q. When was the last time there was a :fire there Y 
A. There never have been a fire. 
Q. How much do you get for your apartment when you 
rent it? 
A. If I rent the whole four rooms and the bath I get $40.00 
a month, but when I rent three three rooms and the bath I get 
thirty. 
Q. Has any member of the city or state govermnent ever 
told you there was anything unsafe about your premises! 
A. Never have. 
Q. Or unsanitary! 
A. Never have. 
• • 
page 884 ~ CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. "'\Voodward: 
• 
Q. Mrs. Goodman, do you live downstairs in your house! 
A. Yes, I do. 
Q. Do you have a complete bath downstairs? 
A. Complete bath. 
Q. Does the upstairs apartment have a complete bath t' 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does it have a bath tub t 
A. Yes, it does. 
Q. A lavatory? 
A. Yes. 
Q. A toiletf 
A. Yes. 
Q. You have tl1e same downstairs f 
A. Same. 
• • 
,:;>:1~-~i:... 
!",,I 
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page 886 ~ 
• * 
J. D. MITCHELL, JR. 
having been first duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Jr .. : 
• • * • • 
Q. Can you tell me who owns the vacant lot next to the J. D. 
Mitchell home on King Streett 
The estate of J. D. Mitchell. 
Q. Does the estate of J. D. Mitchell also own a parcel of 
property up on King Alley kno,vn as No. 14 King Alley? 
A. Yes, sir. 
• 
page 887 ~ 
• • • 
Q. You don't know the area exactly that is to be taken, is 
that correct? 
A. Yes, I suppose it borders on that lot. Whether it would 
take in the lot, I don't know. It would probably take in a 
little place known as 14 King Alley. · 
Q. What business are you in, Mr. Mitchell? 
A. Culligan Soft Water Service. 
Q. What was your father's business? 
A. Well, he was originally in the hardware business and 
he was retired since 1919. 
Q. ·who lives in the old Mitchell place up there 7 
A. Mother and sister. 
Q. How near is that to the redevelopment project, their 
present home? 
page 888 ~ A. Well, I imagine it is right in it. 
Q. In it or adjoining it? 
A. Yes, adjoining it. 
• • • • 
I 
I 
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J. D. Mitchell, Jr. 
Q. Personally are you in favor of the project¥ 
A. No, sir, I don't think I am.· 
• • • • 
Q. Why would you say from a personal standpoint you are Y 
A. Well because if I lived there I wouldn't want to sell 
~ my part of the lot. 
• • • • 
page 890} 
• • • • 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Woodward: 
Q. Mr. Mitchell, from a personal standpoint you have no 
particular objection to the King Alley house being included in 
the project, do you? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How long, Mr. Mitchell, if at all, did you live in your 
father's house on King Street? 
A. Oh, I imagine twenty-three or four years. 
Q. You have lived in Bristol I assume practically all your 
life except when you were away at school, have you not Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Mr. Mitchell, do you have any opinion as to whether 
King Street .from Cumberland down to Goode has during 
the time you have known it deteriorated as a residence section f 
A. No, I don't believe it has; from Sullins Street down, 
never was very much. 
page 891 } Q. From Sullins Street down to Goode Street. 
A. On down to State Street. 
Q. From Sullins down to State Street? 
.A. Yes, to me there is very little difference in the appear-
ance than there was twenty-five years ago. 
Q. From Sullins Street down to State Street? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Well did I understand you to say that you as you remem-
ber it, in your opinion it has never been a good residence 
section from Sullins down to King? 
A. No. 
• • • • • 
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Mrs. Grace Seay. 
page 894} 
·• C • 
:M:RS. GRACE SEAY 
'.the next witness, called by and on behalf of the Complain-
:ants, being first duly sworn, was examined and testified as-"1>·', 
:follows.: ... · ·' ,,,. 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
J3y Mr. Widener, Jr.·! 
·• • 0 • 
·Q. What is your occupation, Mrs. ·seay·f 
A. I am Assistant Dean of Women at Virginia Interm.ont 
'College. 
Q. How old are you, Mrs. Seay? 
A. I am over twenty-one. 
Q. How long have you lived in Bristol? 
A. About forty or forty-five years. 
Q. How long have you held your present position at Vir-
~ginia Intermont College f 
A. Twenty years. 
Q. Do you own a Jot on Commonweal.th Avenue 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How did you acquire tbat lot 7 
-page 895 ~ A. Mr. Seay and I bought it . 
• • • • • 
'Page 896} 
• • • • • 
'The Court: You didn't identify that on the map. 
Mr. Widener, Jr.: That is Parcel No. 2-2, your Honor, on 
the map. Cross examine . 
• • • • • 
t 
\ 
I 
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LEE L. HUNTSMAN 
the next witness, called by and on behalf of the Complainants,, 
being first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows:. 
DIRECT EXAMINATION .. 
By Mr. Widener, Jr.: 
• • 
Q. How old are you y· 
A. Fifty-seven. 
Q. How long have you lived in Bristol f 
A. All my life. 
•· 
Q. Do you own some property which will be ac-
page 897.} quired in this· redevelopment project if it goes·. 
thronghY 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Will any part of your filling station on Piedmont A venue 
go into the project Y 
A. I have never been told how much they want, how much 
of my property they want to take in. 
Q. Do yon own the building where Millard Television Shop 
is? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And where the Gose Printing Company is located 1· 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And where Red Lowry's doughnut shop is located t.· 
A. Yes, sir. 
• • • 
page 898} 
• • • 
Q. I show you a photograph which is No. 71, and ask you 
if on the right-hand center of that picture here you see the 
word ''Steam"f 
A. Yes, sir. 
• • • • 
page 900} 
• 0 • • • 
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Lee L. Huntsman. 
Q. Do ·you lease that property to the corporation? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How much rent do you get for it? 
A. $350.00 a month. 
Q. And· that steam washing building is part of the filling 
station1 
A. Yes, sir . 
. Q. When was the building constructed in which the Millard 
Television Shop is located 1 
A. I would say around 1940. 
Q. And when was the building constructed in which the 
Gose Printing Company and Red Lowry's doughnut shop 
are located? 
A. 1941 or 1942. 
Q. How is the building constructed in which the Millard 
Television Shop is located f 
A. It is brick. 
Q. ,vhat kind of floors does it have? 
A. It has concrete floor, covered with rubberoid m3=tting. 
Q. How many stories is there? 
page 901 ~ A. Only one . 
• • 
Q. Are there any sanitary facilities in the building? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is there a toilet? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And running water? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Has any member of the city or state government ever 
told you there was anything unsafe about that building? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Or unsanitary? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How about your :filling station, has any member of the 
city or state government ever told you there was anything 
unsafe about that steam ~ashing building? 
A. No, sir. · 
• • • • • 
page 903 ~ 
• • • • • 
' 
\ 
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Mrs . .Adrene Eades. 
Q. Mr. Huntsman, have you made any improvements on 
those buildings since they were constructed Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What have you done to them Y 
A. Well, in the Millard place it was redecorated for around 
$1500.00. 
Q. When was that? 
A. Well, a couple years ago, and Millard spent a consider-
able amount of money on it himself before he moved in. 
Q. What did he do to it T 
. A. He repartitioned it the way he wanted it and put in a 
new floor, the kind to suit his business. 
• • • • 
page 904 ~ 
• • • • • 
Q. Are the buildings kept in a good state of repair Y 
A. Yes, sir. . 
• • • • • 
MRS. ADRENE EADES 
Recalled, was further examined and testified as follows : 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Jr.: 
• • • • • 
page 905 ~ 
• • • • • 
Q. Mrs. Eades, are you familiar with the property known 
as No. 9 West LawnY 
A. Yes, sir. , 
Q. You lived across the street from that a number of 
years, didn't you Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You now live down the street from it about a half block, 
do you not Y ~-
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Mrs .. Adtrene Eades. 
A. Yes, sir .. 
Q. Do you lmow who owns that propertyt 
A. No, sir, I .don't. 
Q. You now Jive .at #6 West Lawn, -do you noU 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The house at No. 9 Wet Lawn is unoccupied at this 
YJJt:h::::~::~ ~~ffi!~t !:ide0!h!f &:1:s!f ::~s:here ~:,Ji 
time, isn't iU J,, 
A. Yes, I did. 1 
Q. How many r.ooms does it have 7 
. A. It has five. 
Q. Does it have a bathroom? 
A. It has a room but it just has a com.mode in 
:page 906 ~ it and doesn't have .a bath. 
Q. Is that a flush toileU 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. With sewage? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You say it does not have a .ha.th tub! 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Does it have a kitchenY 
.A. Yes, sfa·. 
·Q. Does the kitchen have a sink' in iU 
A. Yes, sir. 
·Q. Is there any hot water in tbe house 7 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Does it have electricity! 
A. Yes, sir. 
·Q. How is: that house heated, if you noticeff7 
A. By coal stoves. 
Q. Living right down the ·street from the house do you 
]mow of any fires in it that have occurred r·ecently or in the 
past five years Y 
A. No, I do not. 
Q. Do yon know about when that house was built Y 
A. Well, it has been about twenty-two or three years ago 
I think. -
page 907 ~ · Q. Were you living across the street from that 
property when that house was built Y 
A. No, sir, I wasn't. 
Q. Where were you livingY 
A. That was before I married, but my husband lived there. 
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Mrs. Blanche Owens .. 
Q. vVhat was there before that house¥ 
A. There was two small houses. that set there on the lot. 
Q. I will ask you if that lot where the two small houses were--
located where that piece of property is now, if that property 
is in as good or better or worse condition than it was twenty 
years ago? 
A. It is. in better condition than it was back then. r·- · Q. Those two houses you spoke of were located at the place-
f:' where this· No. 9 West Lawn is now located,. is that right? 
fi,·. A. Yes, sir, there were two small houses on that lot and 
~ they were tore down and one built there .. 
t Q. I show you a photograph marked Exhibit No. 55, and 
ask yon if that is a picture of the house at #9 West Lawn t 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In the place where this white house now stands you 
say there was formerly two small houses on that one lot? 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. And I believe you said you don't know who owns it nowt 
• 
page 910 f MRS. BLANCHE 0-\YENS 
the next witness, called by and on behalf of the-
Complainants, being first duly sworn, was examined and 
testified as follows : · 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Jr.: 
• 
Q. "Where do you live, Mrs. Owens? 
A. 843 .Sullins Street. 
• • 
Q. Do you live in the same home with Mrs. Virginia Leon-
ard and her family? 
A. Yes, sir. 
• • • • • 
Q. Does-yo11r mother live with yon at 843 Sullins· Streeu· 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How old are youY· 
A. Foi'ty-six .. 
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Mrs. Blanche fJwens. 
Q. How old is your mother 1 
A. About seventy-two. 
Q. Where do you work¥ 
page 911 ~ A. W. T. Grant's. 
Q. What is the nature of your job there? 
A. Sales lady. 
Q. How much do you make? 
A. $28.00 a week. 
Q. Does your mother work 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Does she have any income? 
A. She gets a small pension check. 
Q. From whom? · 
A. An old age pension. 
Q. Is that a Social Security pension, do you know if she 
gets it from the federal or state government T 
A. No, sir, I don't. 
Q. It is an old age pension? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you go to school, Mrs. Owens? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did your mother go to school¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What denomination of the church do you belong to? 
A. First :Methodist. 
Q. Do you go to the church over on Seventh Street? 
A. Yes, sir, corner of Seventh and Anderson 
page 912 ~ Street. 
·Q. ·what church does your mother belong to? 
.A .. She belongs to the Baptist church. 
Q. Which clmrch does she go to Y 
A. The First Baptist Church. 
Q. Have either of you had a contagious disease in the last 
five years? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Have either of you been anested in the last five years T 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you any insurance 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Vlha t kind? 
A. Life insurance. 
Q. Do you have any hospital insurance f 
A. No, sir. Oh, yes, I do have hospital. 
Q. Do you have burial insurance Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
I 
r 
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Mrs. Blanche Owens. 
Q. Does your mother have any insurance Y 
A. Yes, she has. 
Q. What kind does she have! 
A. She has burial insurance and .one life insurance. 
Q. Life and burial Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 913 } Q. Would you want to move into the govern-
. ment housing project Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Why wouldn't you Y 
A. I don't think I would like up there. 
Q. You say your mother is getting an old age pension? 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. Are you getting any kind of · aid from the government Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Were either you or your mother sick last year Y 
A. Well, just the Flu, or something like that. 
Q. Which one of you had the Flu t 
A. I did. 
Q. When was it you had the Flu Y 
A. About in March. 
Q. How long have you lived on Sullins Street? 
A. About twenty years. 
Q. Have you lived in the same house twenty years? 
A. No, sir. I used to live at 804 Sullins Street. 
Q. How many rooms do you have in this house? 
A. Four. 
Q. Do you have a bathroom! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you share it with :M:rs. Leonard and her family? 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 914 ~ Q. Do you have a kitchen? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does the kitchen have a sink in it Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does it have hot and cold running water Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You do have a toilet Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you have electricity¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And telephone? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Sewage! 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Elmer Bernard. 
Q. Do you have radio? 
A. Yea:, sir .. 
Q. Do you have bclevisiont 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How is your house heated! 
A. With a coal stove. 
Q. How long have you lived there where you now .five! 
A. About seven or eight years. 
,Q.· Is your house comfortable in the wintertime! 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 915 } Q. Do you have a car? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. There is nobody that lives there with you exaept yo~ 
:and your mother¥ 
A. No, sir .. 
Q. Was there a fire in the house in the last five years! 
A. ,No, sir. 
Q. Who do you pay your rent to Y 
A. Mr. J. B. Denton. 
Q. How much do you pay i 
A .. $25.00 a month. 
Q. Do you have enough ventilation in the house 7 Do you 
:get enough air! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Ha-s anyone from the city or state government ever 
:told you there was anything ,unsanitary ab0ut the house! 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Or unsafe 7 
A. No, sir • 
• 
page 916} 
.. 
• 
• • 
ELMER BERNARD 
the next witness, called by and on behalf of the Complainants, 
being first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Jr.: 
• • • • • 
i 
' \ 
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Elmer Berfl,ard. 
Q. "Where do you live? 
A. 69 Commonwealth Avenue. 
Q. Who owns that house Y 
A. J. W. Leonard. 
Mr. Widener: That is Parcel 2-3 which has already been 
~-_marked on the map. 
r Q. I show yon a photograph marked Exhibit No. 47, and ask 
}. you if that is a picture of the house in which you: livet 
A. Yes, sir . 
. Q. How old are you °l 
A. I am :fifty-four. 
Q. Does your wife live there with you 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Will you state your ·wife's name and the 
page 917 } names of any children who live there with yon and 
· their ages Y 
A. Ella Bernard is my wife's name, and she is fifty-eight 
years old. 
Q. How about your children, do you have any children! 
A. No, sir, nothing only a stepson. 
Q. Is that a boy or gir 1 ~ 
A. Boy. 
Q. Does he live there with yo~? 
A. No, he lives out on Fairmount extension. 
Q. vVba t is his occupation Y 
A. He works for the Bristol Steel. 
Q. What is his name! 
A. Jacob Faust. 
Q. Where do you work Y 
A. Bristol Steel. 
Q. How much do you maker 
A. $1.75 an hour. 
Q. About how much do you average a week 1 
A. Times I get overtime I make more and some weeks I 
don't make so much, but $58.00 after everything is taken out,. 
insurance and everything. 
Q. After all your taxes, insurance and everything is taken 
out you usually take home about $58.00 a week! 
A. Yes, sir. · 
page 918 ~ Q. Does your wife work "l 
A. No, sir. 
Q. She is just a housewife t 
A. That is right. 
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Elmer Bernard. 
Q. Diel you pay any taxes last year? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you go to school? 
A. I went to the third grade. 
Q. Where was that? 
A. In Hawkins County, Tennessee. 
Q. Did Mrs. Bernard go to school¥ 
A. I reckon so. 
Q. Do you belong to the church 1 
A. She does I don't. 
Q. Which church does she belong to? 
A. The Church of G.od. 
Q. Where does she attend 1 
A. Out on Fourteenth and Shelby Street. 
Q. Have either of you had a contagious disease in the last 
five yearsY 
A. No, sir. 
Q. I mean anything that is catching, mumps, measles, 
chickenpox, smallpox ·or anything contagious¥ 
A. No, sir. 
page 919 ~ ·Q. Have either of you been arrested in the last 
five years1 
A. I have? 
Q. What for? 
A. Vl ell, driving drunk. 
Q. Is that alH 
A. That is all. 
Q. When was that? 
A. On Monday after Christmas I think it was. 
Q. Last year i 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did they take your driver's license? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Are you still driving. 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you have to pay a fine f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you have any insurance? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What kind of insurance do you have! 
A. V\T e have got a group insurance there a.t the shop. 
Q. What is that for, do you know? 
A. Well, it is for life benefits and hospital too. 
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Elmer Bernard. 
Q. Does that cover your wife too? 
page 920 ~ A. It don't cover her nothing only for the hos-
pital. 
Q. The hospital is for your wife and life insurance on 
yourself! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. "\Vould you want to go into the government housing 
project in Rice Terrace? 
A. I would rather not. 
Q. Why wouldn't you Y . 
A. Well, I have a lot of grandchildren and I don't know if we 
could make it in them houses. 
Q. Do the grandchildren live with you? 
A. No, sir, but they visit us a lot though. 
Q. Do either you or your wife get any kind of government 
aidY 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Were either of you sick within the last year? 
A. Nothing more than a cold. 
Q. How much rent do you pay? 
A. $16.00 a month. 
Q. How many rooms in the house? 
A. Six. 
Q. Do you have a bathroom T 
A. Yes, sir, a bathroom but no fixtures. 
Q. Do you have a toilet? 
page 921 ~ A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you have a bath tub Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Is there a basin in the house? 
A. Yes, sir, we have a wash basin. 
Q. Do you have running water in the wash basin Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you have hot water Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you have a water heater? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You do have a toilet? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is it a flush toilet? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. With sewage connection t 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do yon have electricity! 
A. Yes, sir. 
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·Q. Have -a radio! 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Television? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What klnd of heat do you lrnvef 
page 922 ~ A. Warm Morning heater, stove. 
Q. How long have you lived there 7 
A. Well, I ain't kept no record but I guess about sixteen , ..
cor seventeen years. 
Q. Iys yo~r hhouse comfk orta~lte 
1
i
1
n ~hhe wintertime? h. ;,1.:.
1 
A. es, sir, t e stove eeps 1. a rig t, warm enoug 1 Q. Do you have a kitchen? { 
A. Yes, sir. ·1 Q. Is there a .sink in the kitchen 1 
A. Yes, 'Sir. 
·Q. Is there running water in the sink! l 
A. That's right. 
Q. And there is no hot water? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How do you heat your wated 
A. In a teakettle. 
Q. Do y-0u have any yard? 
A. Yes, sir, a · small yard. 
Q. Any trees in your yard t 
A. Nothing only a cherry tree right on the line between the 
lots. 
Q. Do you have a cherry tree? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does anybody live in the house except your 
page 923 ~ family Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q .. Just you and your wife 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you have a carY 
A. Y e-s, sir. · 
Q. When was the last time the house caug·ht on fire, if it 
cever did, since you have lived there Y 
A. It has been about two years. 
Q. What happened? 
A. The old lady had put a paper over the fireplace and the 
soot had caught on fire and fell down agin that paper and 
set it on fire. 
Q. Has anybody from the city or state government ever told 
you those premises were unsanitary? · 
A. No, sir, they haven't told me. 
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Q. Has anybody from the city or state government ever 
told you the premises were unsafe Y 
.A.. No, sir. 
Q. Do you have a telephone 1 
A. No, sir. 
.. • 0 r ~age 925 r 
'1 
• • 
JACK FRAZIER 
the next witness, called by and on behalf of the- Complainants,. 
being first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXA.!llNATION. 
By Mr. Widener1 Jr.: Q. Your name is Jack Fra:zie-r f 
A. Yes,. sir. 
Q. You are the son of Mrs. Cora Frazie-rf 
A.. Yes, sir. 
Q. Her address is 821 West Lawn t 
A. That's rig·ht. 
Mr~ ·widener, Jr.: That is Parcel 5-4, which is indicated 
on this map here to be 44 King· Street. 
Q. I show you a photograpl1 marked Exhibit No~ 62, and 
ask you if that is a picture of yonr mother's I10use·i 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 926 ~ Q. She owns that house, doesn't she °l 
A. Ye·s, sir. 
Q. Is there any mortgag·e or deed of trust on it"l 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How did she get it, do you know(t 
A. She bought it in 1944, I think it was, and my brother was 
in the army and he made his allotment to her, and I believe 
that is the way she paid for it. 
Q. How old is your mother i 
A. We don't know exactly but I would say about sixty-
three years old.. 
.-·~::-:.;:.;_:·:~- -
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Q. Does she work t 
A. No, sir. 
·Jack Frazier. 
Q. Does she have any income 1 
A. No, sir, nothing only what we give her. 
Q. How many children are there 1 
A. There are three boys and three girls. 
Q. Do all of you help to keep her up 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did she go to school, do you know 1 
A. I couldn't say. 
Q. What church does she belong to 1 
A. The Baptist. 
Q. Does she attend church t 
page 927 ~ A. She used to but she don't now because she 
can't get around. 
Q. Does she have arthritis 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Has she had any contagious disease in the last five years? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Has she been arrested in the last five years t 
A. No, sir. . 
Q. Does she have any insurance you know oft 
A. I don't believe she has any on herself but my brother 
and sister have some on her. 
Q. What kind of insurance is that, do yon know? 
A. No, sir, I don't. 
Q. Does she get any kind of government aid at this time 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. And the children keep her up 1 
A. That's right. 
Q. Has she been sick other than for her arthritis in the 
last year¥ 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Where do you live~ 
A. I live the last house on Esther Street. 
Q. Is that in Bristol, Virginia or Tennessee? 
pag·e 928 ~ A. Tennessee. 
Q. How old are you? 
A. Thirty-six. 
Q. How long have you lived in Bristol'? 
A. All my life. · . . 
Q. Where did your mother live before she moved to "\Vest 
Lawn Street! 
A. On Ninth Street. 
r 
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Q. How many brothers and sisters do you have Y 
A. Two brothers and three sisters. 
Q. Do they all live in Bristol! 
A. No, sir, I have a brother that lives at Laurel Fork, Vir-
g·inia and the rest live in Bristol! 
Q. Do the men all work~ 
A. My brother has been working but I think he got laid 
off two weeks ago. 
Q. Where do you work? 
A. For Lee Draper. 
Q. What dQes he dot 
A. He is a contractor. 
Q. Have any of you ever been in any trouble, your brothers 
or your sisters or yourself Y 
A. I was in trouble about '35, I think it was. 
Q. Anything since 1935? 
page 929} A. No, sir. 
Q. How many rooms in your mother's house f 
A. Fonr. 
Q. Does it have a toilet? 
A. It has a commode. 
Q. Where is that loeated? 
A. In a corner of the basement. 
Q. That is a flush toilet t 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does she have a kitchen 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is there a sink in the kitchen Y 
A. No;sir, it is in the dining room. 
Q. Is there any bot running water? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Is there electricity l 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does she have a telephone? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does she have a radio f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does she have a TV? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How does she heat her home? 
page 930 ~ A. Coal stoves. 
Q. Rave you been there in the wintertime? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is the house comfortable? 
A. Yes, sir, it is pretty comfortable. 
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Q. She doesn't have .a car, does sheY 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Does .she have any yard with her house f 
A. Yes, sir, she has a garden and yard on one end of the 
house and a little yard in the front and back and garden on 
the other end. 
Q. Any trees in the yard Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does she live there alone Y 
.. A.~ Yes, sir. 
Q. Has there been a fire in the house that you know oft 
A. No, sir .. 
• 
page 931 } MRS. JOHN FRYE 
the next witness, called by and on behalf of the 
Complainants, being first duly sworn, was examined and testi-
fied as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Jr.: 
• • • 
Q. Do you own any property on Sullins Streett 
A. Yes, sir, 810 Sullins Street.. 
·Q. Who occupies that house? 
A. Mr. ElJer and his family . 
• • 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Woodward: 
Q. Mrs. Frye, did you ever live at 810 Sullins Street T 
A. Yes, sir. I lived there about five years. 
Q. Up to when was that! 
page 932} A. Up to the pas~ five years, which would be 
1951. 
Q. You lived in this same house which you rent nowf 
A. Yes, sir. 
• • • • 
--~ ..... '!•;::,,;....-·.;,'",,••(' 
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H. M. WHITTEN 
the next witness, calle·d by and on behalf of the ComplainantS"? 
being first duly sworn, was. examined and testified as follo,vs: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION .. 
F By Mr. Widener, Jr .. : 
0 
Q .. WI:rat is your occupatio:rd 
A .. Farmer. 
Q .. Do you own any property on Sullins. Streett 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What number is that f 
A. 824 Sullins Stre·et. 
Q. ··who lives in that property?' 
A.. Mrs. Lola: Church. 
page 933} Q. Hm~ Ion~ have you owned that propertyf 
A. I thmk smce 1950. 
Q .. Where did you get the property¥ 
A. From Cli:ff ord Spro1-es. 
Q. Have yon. made any imprQvements· on that property 
since you bought it! 
.A. Yes, I have·. 
Q. "!hat have you done to itf . 
A.. I added three roQms and redid the walls in three· roomS'~ 
Mr. Stant : That is Parcel 6-6,. your Honor .. 
Q. About when was that! 
A. 1951, I believe. 
Q. Is the-re a; bathroom in that house?: 
A. No, sir .. 
Q. Did you ever buy any bathroom :fi..."'{tures for it r 
.A. Yes, sir .. 
Q. Why aren't they installed t 
A. I had a bathroom connected there and when I heard 
about this development project I decided it would be· useless; 
to pn t that in and go to that expense. 
The Court : You decided wha:t f 
The Witness: It would be useless to go fo that expense tOJ 
install.it. 
• • •· 
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page 935 ~ 
• • 
C. J. HARKRADER 
the next witness, called by and on behalf of the Complainants, 
being first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By l\fr. Widener, Sr.: 
• • 
Q. Once the half owner or owner of the Bristol Herald... 
Courierf 
A. I was the entire owner. 
Q. At one time you were the entire ow·ner 1 
A. Yes, sir, for a good many years. 
Q. TVhere do you live? 
A. In Washington County, Virginia. 
Q. How far outside of Bristol Y 
A. Four miles east of Bristol on No. 11. 
Q. VV ere you also mayor of Bristol? 
A. I was on the City Council. I was not Mayor. 
page 936 ~ Q. Were you ever Police Justice 1 
A. Yes, sir, for a number of years. 
Q. ·what is your age? 
A. I am sixtv-nine. 
Q. In a general way are you acquainted with the redevelop-
ment project under consideration here? 
A. I know very little about it. I have never seen a map 
or talked to anybody about it, except in the earlier stages of 
the project. 
Q. Do you own any property in the area ? 
A. I have two lots I deeded to my children. 
Q. Do you own a house in the area? 
A. Yes, sir, they do. 
Q. ·who lives in that housef 
A. Mrs. Collins. 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: She has ·testified hel'e and that house 
bas been identified. 
~ 
,•r ' i1 
'! 
1 j 
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Q. When did you purchase that house? 
A. Several years ag·o. I only bought it because it adjoined 
the other property. 
Q. Have you made any improvements on it t 
A. Mr. Lane lived there and he put up a cinder block build-
ing and put a toilet in it and I painted it and remodeled it 
thoroug·bly the best I could. I spent about $200.00 
page 937 } on it before I rented it but I didu 't buy it just to 
rent. 
Q. Is your tenant, Mrs. Collins, a woman of good character 
and reputation Y · 
A. She is a very hard working woman. She cooks in a 
restaurant. 
Q. How long has she been your tenant? 
A. Since I have had it. 
Q. How long is that? 
A. Roughly I would say four years . 
• 
Q. Since you have bought that property what have you done 
to the 67 x 330 foot lot? 
A. That property was bought fifteen years ago. 
page 938 } There was au old house there which I tore down 
and it has been graded and hardsurf aced to make 
it usable as a. parkling lot. 
Q. Is it now used as a parking lot? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who uses it? 
A. Mr. Osborne is the lessee. 
Q. What rent does he pay? 
A. $80.00 a month. I have been offered a great deal more 
than that but I hate to put him out as he started it. He rents 
the adjoining lot too. 
Q. So those are two business properties on there used for 
parking lots for the public 1 
A. That's right. , 
Q. On this property you or your children own in this area, 
do you know of anything unsanitary existing about it Y 
A. I don't think so, not to my knowledge. 
Q. Has there ever been any complaint by any public health 
official? · 
A. They complained a good deal about the lot, the city 
did, that it was grown up with weeds and a good deal of trash 
on it, and I cleaned it up, but that didn't prevail but a few 
months. 
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·Q. So that condition doesn't exist now? 
A. No, sir, there is nothing on it. 
Q. How long did it exist? 
pag·e 939 } A. I cleaned it off as soon as I bought il 
Q. And that was when Y 
A. Fourteen years ago. . 
Q. Do you know of anything unsafe about that property so 
~ far as anybody on it is concerned, living on it, or renting itl'' 
A. The property is occupied partly by a filling station, :i 
barber shop and a little restaurant and parking lot and this 1 
little house Mrs. Collins lives in. 
Q. The buildings other than Mrs. Collins' property, do 
they all front on State Street 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long has that property been hard surfaced? 
A. I guess maybe ten or twelve years or more. 
Q. Has any work been done on it recently? 
A. Yes, sir, Mr. Pope did some work on it a few months ago. 
Q. You mean the Pope Construction Company, the concrete 
.and gravel folks? · 
. A. Yes, sir, I try to maintain it in good condition for park-
mg. 
Q. It is paved with what is commonly called black topY 
A. That's right. 
• • • • 
page 941} 
• • 
The Court: You were at one time State Senator, were you 
uot? 
The Witness: Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you a director in any bank? 
A. I am Vice-President of the First National Bank . 
• • • 
0. B. STALLARD 
ihe next witness, called by and on behalf of the Complainants, 
being first duly sworn, were examined and testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Jr.: 
• • • • • 
460 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
page 942 r 
• 
Q. How old are yon T 
.A. Sixty-two. 
0 .. B. Stallard. 
• 
Q. .Are you in the apple bnsinessf 
• 
.A. Well, a little bit, not too mucb but some. 
Q. Do you rent a storage house on Sullins .Alley f 
A. Right. 
Q. Mrs. Denton owns that building~,. I believe t 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q .. That is located just behind 23 Commonwe·alth Avenue,, 
is it noU 
A. It is between Mr. Denton's store and the Service MilL 
I would say it is on that alley, Sullins Alley. 
Mr. Widener, Jr.: That is the rear of 7-3 on the map, your 
Honor .. 
Q. Mr. Stallard, I show you a photograph marked Exhibit 
No. 10, and ask yon if that is a picture of the building yon 
rent from Mrs. Denton¥ 
A. Yes, that is it. 
Q. vVhat is that building made out of Y 
A. Concrete blocks and it is built with a concrete floor. 
Q. Does it keep dry 7 
A. Oh, yes. 
page 943 r Q. Do you have enough air in there t· 
A. Yes, sir, plenty. 
Q. ·what use do you make of itf 
A. It is to store fruit. 
Q. Is it a. satisfactory storage building! 
A. Yes, sir, it is okay. 
Q. How long have you rented it from Mrs. Denton 7 
A. Approximately two years. 
Q. Has anyone from the state or city government told 
you there was anything unsanitary about those premises f 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Or unsafe about tl1e premisesf 
A. No, sir. 
page 945} 
• • 
* 
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F. C.LOWRY 
the next witness, called by and on behalf of the Complainants, 
being first duly sworn, ~as examined and testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. ·widener, Jr.: 
• • 
Q. What is your business? 
A. I am in the restaurant business and doughnut business. 
Q. What is your ageY 
A. Forty-two. 
• • • 
page 946 ~ 
• • 
Q. How many doughnuts do you make¥ 
A. About 1000 dozen a day. 
Q. Do you sell those wholesale? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ·where are they made? 
A. 604 Goode Street. 
• • 
page 947 ~ 
• • 
• • 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
Q. Have there been any improvements made to that build-
ing· since you have been in there Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What are they? 
A. To the whole building as a whole there ba.ve been several. 
There is a small building on the side, this television place, 
where this Nick or somebody started a restaurant in there and 
be did a considerable improvement on plumbing and interior 
and stuff like that, but none down in the Gose part, no im-
provements have been made there since I have been there and 
I lmve done considerable improvements in the place I am in. 
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Q. What have you done Y 
A. I put lights in it, in the ceilin&', and concrete floor in 
the back, that is about two-thirds of my side of the building, 
and I put in plumbing, and that about covers my improve-
ments, and painting and stuff like that . 
• • • ,. 
rr: page 948 ~ 
• • • • 
Q. You say you painted itY 
A. Yes, sir, I painted inside but not outside, and the roof 
has been put on new since I have been there,. but I didn't 
do that. Mr. Huntsman did that . 
• • * 
page 949} 
• • • • 
C. E. McKINNEY 
the next witness, called· by and on behalf of the Complainants, 
being first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Jr.: 
• • 
Q. vYhat is your address Y 
page 950 } A. 831 Sullins Street. 
Q. ·who owns that property Y 
A. Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Hurt. 
Mr. Widener, Jr.: That is Parcel 5-6. 
Q. I show you Exhibit No. 26 and ask you if that is a picture 
of the house you live in Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Whose car is that in front of the house? 
A. Mine. I know it is mine. I have the title to it. 
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Q. How old are you 1 
A. Forty-two. 
Q. What is your wife's name 1 
A. Pearl. 
Q. How old is she J 
.A.. I think·she is about forty. 
Q. How many children do you have T 
A. Two. 
Q. Do they live with you7 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. Please state their names and ages. 
A. Patsy nineteen and Billy fifteen. 
Q. What is your occupation? 
A. Cabinet assembler. 
page 951 }- Q. Where t 
A. Universal Moulded Products. 
Q. How long have you worked there! 
A. Approximately nine years. 
Q. Does your wife work T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where does she work? 
A. State Line Confectionery. 
Q. How much does she make? 
A. I couldn't tell you. 
Q. How much do you make Y 
A. Approximately $50.00 a week. 
Q. Does Patsy work? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How much does she maket 
A. I couldn't tell you that. 
Q. What about Billy, what does he do Y 
A. He is going to school. 
Q. Where does he go to school? 
A. Virginia High. 
Q. What church do you belong to Y 
A. Grace Baptist on Rhode Island Avenue. 
Q. Does the whole family belong out there? 
A. That is where we go. 
page 952 } Q. Has any member of your family had a con-
tagious disease in the last five years Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Has anyone in your family been arrested in the last 
five years? 
A. No, sir. 
r { 
r, 
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Q. Do you have any insurance? 
A. Yes, sir, hospital, life and burial insurance. 
Q. On the whole family! · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Would you want to go into the government housingY 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Why notf 
A. Because I don't want somebody to tell me what I can do 
and what I can't do. 
Q. Do you or does any member of your family get any kind 
of government aid Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Was any member of your family sick last yearf 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How long have you lived in that house f 
A. About four and a half years. 
Q. Have any improvements been made in the house since 
yon have been there t 
page 953 } A. Yes, sir, rewired it throughout and new 
guttering put in and painted the outside and in-
side three times. · 
Q. And yon have lived there four and a half yearst 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you have any yard? 
A. Yes, sir, front and back. 
Q. Any trees in the yard? 
A. Yes, sir, two in the back. 
Q. How many rooms in the house 7 
A. Six rooms, bath and hall. 
Q. Do yon have a bath tnbf 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you have a toilet in the bathroom? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. With sewage°! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you have a telephone f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you have electricity f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you have hot water? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you have a kitchen Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 954} Q. With a sink in it? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. And hot and cold water? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you have a radio 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you have a TV¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What kind of heat do you have 1 
.A.. Hot air heat. 
Q. You mean a hot air furnace? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you have a car? 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. Does anybody live there beside your family? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. vVho are they Y 
A. Irene Scott and Dorothy Smith. 
Q. ,·vha t does Miss Scott do? 
A. She works at Universal. 
Q. How long have you known hed 
A. About seven years. 
Q. Do you know her character and reputation? 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 955 ~ Q. ,vhat is it? 
A. She is a :fine lady. 
Q. "What about Miss Smith, where does she work? 
A. She works at Dent K. Burk's. 
Q. ·what about'l1er character? 
A. It is perfect. 
Q. Dent K. Burk's is a firm of accountants, I believe! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 'When you speak of Universal you mean Universal 
Moulded Products Corporation? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Has there been any fire in the house since you have been 
there! 
A. No, sir. 
Q. vVhat do you charge for the rooms1 
A. My wife does the charging. They have one room to-
gether. . . · 
Q. You don't take transient roomers, do you? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Has there been any difference in the upkeep of Sullins 
Street in the last two years? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. What difference has there been? 
A. Well, last year during the rainy season mud and gravel 
washed down from the road, or the other end of the street. 
froll). the other end of King Street, and at the 
page 956 ~ corner of my lot and the next lot is a hole and 
it washed in there, filled up and water running up 
on the side,valk and I shoveled it out, and it stayed there a.bout 
-. three weeks, and I came over here and the City Manager 
wasn't in and I asked the Assistant if he could keep the street 
crew off of Euclid A venue and clean that up, and the next week 
they came up and shoveled out som~ that had been there three 
or four weeks, but they never did repair the street or clean up 
and if water washes you have to clean it up you_rself. 
Q. Has that come about since this redevelopment project 
started? 
A. Yes, sir, I would say it has. 
Q. Before that did they neglect the street in that way? 
A. I have noticed there a time or two a man would come 
up with a little wagon and pick up a piece or two of pa]?.er, 
but as far as cleaning out the curb where it washes loose paper 
in it is never done. 
Q. You mean it is not done now? 
Q. No, sir. 
Q. No, sir, in the last two years I would say there hasn't 
been a hundred pount of asphalt mix put on that street. 
Q. Before tbe last two years was the street kept up better 
or worse? 
A. They would patch the holes in it. 
page 957 ~ Q. They would patch the holes before the last 
two years? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is there much traffic on that street Y 
A. Yes, sir, since they made State Street one way there is 
a lot more. Most of the taxis use it beca:use they can come 
up it and miss that State Street traffic and drop right into 
their place of business. 
Q. Is it anything unusual to see taxis coming up and down 
Sullins Street? 
A. No, sir, if they ai·e coming to the west end t};iey can come 
up Commonwealth and the majority drop into their place of 
business off of Sullins Street without having to fight that 
congestion on State Street. 
Q. Has any stat~ or city official ever complained to you 
about any unsanitary condition a.round your home! 
A. No, sir. 
Bristol Redev. & Housing Auth., v. J. B. Denton, et al. 467 
C. E. McKinney. 
·Q. Or any unsafe condition. 
A. No, sir .. 
Q. And you have lived in that neighborhood four and a half 
years? 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Are you satisfied to live there 7 
A. I guess I .am or I wouldn't have stayed there as long as 
I~ ~. • ;./J·.:·/:-_:?I@ 
page 958 } '·:\ 
• .. • 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
J3y Mr. Woodward: 
Q. What do you mean, is that traffic he~ded toward the east 
rend of Bristol and comes from the west end and down State 
Street, turns up Commonwealth A venue, turns off on Sullins 
.Street for the King Street turn and comes down Goode Street 
.and into Piedmont to get .away from that one-way section of 
State Street Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
• • • 
page 960} 
• • 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
J3y Mr. Widener, Jr.: 
• • • 
Q. Mr. McKinney we are not trying to pry into your pricate 
affairs but if you would tell us the rent you pay it would help 
out the record. 
A. Well, I think that is getting kind of personal. 
• • • • • 
page 961 ~ 
• • • • • 
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GEORGE BENNETT 
the next witness, called by and on behalf of the Complainants,, 
being first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows ~ 
DIRECT EXAMINATION .. 
By Mr. Widener, Jr.: 
• 
Q. Where do you live f 
A. 17 James Street. 
• 
Q .. Tufrs. Peters owns that house, doesn't sl1e r 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you lived there f 
A. Since last May or June, the patter part o May, I think .. 
Mr. Widener, Jr.: That is Parcel 10-5 which was previously 
identified and shown on the map to be 19 James Street. 
page 962 r Q. What color is the house f 
A. Brown trimmed in white .. 
Q. When was it painted? 
A. About a month ag·o. 
Q. Who paid for the paintingf 
A. Mrs. Peters. 
Q. I show you a picture marked Exhibit No. 83, and ask 
you if that is a picture of the house in which you live? 
A. Yes, sir, before it was painted. 
Q. Has any other improvement been made on that house 
since you have lived there Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. It has just been paintedf 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How old are yonf 
A. Thirty-five. 
Q. ,vm you please give the name of your wife and of your 
children, and their ages? 
A~ Beulah, my wife, is thirty-nine. George Edward is fif-
teen and Dorothy Louise is thirteen. 
Q. vVhere do you work¥ 
A. Universal Moulded. 
Q. How long have you worked tI1ere and how much do you 
make, Mr. Bennett¥ 
page 963 ~ A. I make $1.25 an hour. 
Q. How much is your weekly pay 1· 
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A. Before anything is taken out, if I don't work overtime, 
it is $50.00 a week. 
Q. Does your wife workY 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What do your children do f 
A. They go to school. 
Q. What school is George Edward in? 
A. Junior High School. 
Q. And Dorothy Louise, what school is she in? 
A. Junior High. 
Q. Did you go to school? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did you go? 
A. In New Florence, Pennsylvania. 
Q. How long have you been in Bristol¥ 
A. Since 1940. 
Q. Did your wife go to school? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did she go 7 
A. Cleveland, Virginia. 
Q. Do you belong to a church? 
A. My name is still on the books back home in 
page 964 ~ Pennsylvania. 
Q. ·what church is that? 
A. United Presbyterian. 
Q. Does your wife belong to a church 7 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Where do you all attend church 7 
A. State Street Methodist. 
Q. That is just across the street, catercornered from your 
house, isn't iU 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does George Edward and Dorothy Louise go to church 
and Sunday School? · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you had any contagious disease in the last :five 
years? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Has any member of your family? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you been arrested in the last five years? 
A: No, sir. 
Q. Has any member of your family been arrested in the 
last :five years? 
A. No, sir. 
,· 
Jfi 
J 
I 
i 
r 
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Q. Do you have any insurance t 
A. I have $1000 life insurance and accident in-
page 965 r surance at the plant and insurance on my wife 
and children. 
Q. What kind of insurance do you have on them t 
A. Life· insurance. 
Q. Do you have any hospital insurance! 
A. Yes, sir, at the plant. 
Q. Does that cover your whole family Y 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. It comes out of your pay down there Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Would you like to go into the government housing pro-
ject to live? 
.A. No, sir. 
Q. WhynoU 
A. It is too confining and I like to live by myself. 
Q. Do you get any kind of government aid f 
A. I have thirty per cent disability, Veterans Administra-
tion. . 
Q. What service were you in Y 
A. The Navy. 
Q. vV ere you injured in the war? 
A. No, sir, but I have a kidney ailment. 
Q. That you contacted while in service? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Has any member of your family been ill 
pag·e 966 r during the last year T 
A. Mv wife is under the doctor's care at this 
time. ., 
Q. For what? 
A. Heart trouble. 
Q. Beside that is there any other or has there been any 
other illness in your family in the past year? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How much rent do you pay? 
A. $45.00 a month. 
Q. Do you have any yard? 
A. Yes, sir, a front and back yard. 
Q. Do you have any trees in your yard 7 
A. No, sir, no trees. 
Q. How many rooms in the house? 
A. Six. 
Q. Do you have a bathroom? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Bristol Redev. & Housing Auth., v. J. B. Denton, et al. ~71 
George Bennett . 
. Q. Does it have a tub? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does it have hot water! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you have a kitchen f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you have a sink in it? 
page 967 } A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do yon have hot water in the kitchen! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you have electricity? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you have sewage f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you have a radio f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you have a TV? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What kind of heat does the house have Y 
A. There is a furnace there that is broke· down and I have 
to use a coal stove. 
Q. Is the house comfortable f 
A. Yes, fairly comfortable. 
Q. Is it adequately ventilated 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does it have any :fire·places7 
A. Yes, sir, two :fireplaces. 
Q. Do you have a car? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. There are four people in your family Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 968 ~ Q. Does anybody live there except your familyY 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Have there been any fires in that house since you have 
been there Y · 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Has any member of the city or state government ever 
told you there was anything unsanitary about those premises? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Or unsafe f 
A. No, sii:. 
• • • • • 
'J 
. 
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page 970 } ROBERT HURT 
the next -witness, called by and on behalf of the 
Complainants, being first duly sworn, was examined and testi-
fied as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION .. 
r'" By Mr. Widener, Jr.: 
r • • 
Q. How old are you Y 
A. Forty-nine. 
• • • 
Q. Do you own some property on Sullins Street f 
A. I own one house, 831 Sullins Street . 
• • 
Q. Mr. Hurt, there have been some improve-
page 971 ~ men ts made on the property there in the last few 
ye~:trs, I believef 
A. Yes, sir . 
• • 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATIONR 
By Mr. Widener, Jr.: 
Q. "What is your occupation, Mr. Hurtf 
A. Restaurant business. 
page 977} 
• • 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: Yes, sir, and your Honor, we want to 
·make a motion for a view of the entire area by the Court at 
this time. If tl1e Court should pref er the view later in the 
proceedin~s we won't insist on it now, but we do insist on a 
view by the Court. 
• • • 0 
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page 978 ~ 
* • 
Mr. Woodward: ·we certainly have no objection to the 
Court viewing the a.rea or any paxt of it, but we would suggest 
the matter be taken up after the defendant's evidence is in, 
and the Court has heard all the evidence, instead of a part 
of it, and we would suggest that in order for counsel to know-' ' 
exactly what the Court bas seen that the view be had at the 
Court's convenience with counsel for both sides afoug with 
him. 
• • • * 
page 989 ~ 
• • • • 
MRS. SHIRLEY WEISS 
the next witnes-,, called by and on behalf of the Defendants, 
being first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Woodward: 
• • 
page 991 ~ 
• 
Q. ,vhat part, if any, did you play in the project known 
as the Sullins Street Redevelopment Project Y 
A. My responsibility was primarily to carry out the house 
to house survey. 
Q. Had yon made such surveys before coming· to Bristol? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ·where had you done that world 
A. In connection with the redevelopment projects in Alex-
andria, Richmond and Portsmouth, Virginia, and in several 
cities in the north. My responsibility was to initiate the sur-
vey standards, the procedure, train the personnel who carries 
out the house to house survey, and then analyze the :findings. 
•,. 
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Q. Exactly what did you do in Bristol? 
A. Bristol was a special case, since the number of units in-
volved were so small, being approximately one 
page 992 ~ hundred rather than a large number, so rather 
than engage enumerators to train I did the house 
to house survey entirely by myself, following the standard pro-
. 
cedures that had been followed in each of the other cities I 
have mentioned. . 
. · Q. Just what did you do in the course of making the sur-
!' vey, Mrs. ·weiss? . 
A. Well, I can start out this way: We had prepared, or 
I had personally prepared, this :field enumerator's manual for 
carrying out a survey, and the manual relates the entire pro-
cedure. I used a map which would show me where each struc-
ture was located in this survey area. 
Q. Go right ahead with what you did. 
A. I also had survey cards, with the information we were 
seeking, and interviewed a person in each house. 
Before that was done, on our first trip to Bristol, which was 
August, 1951, we made arrangements to send a post card to 
each household that was going to be interviewed so the house-
holds were notified in advance. Then in the course of a week 
I covered the units in question, visiting each household, in-
terviewing a. responsible adult, questioning them pertaining 
to the occupants of the household, the physical facilities, and 
also the income, which was important from tl1e point of view 
of planning for relocation and :finding out if these people 
would be able to obtain other housing, in the event 
page 993 ~ this project went through. 
Q. To whom did you talk in the various houses 
you went to, :Mrs. Weiss? 
A. In accordance with our instmctions in the manual it 
had to be a responsible adult of each household. In other 
words, if youngsters wer~ home alone I would :find out when 
I could come bvck. 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: What manual are you speaking of? 
Mrs. ·weiss: This manual (indicatin~ booklet in her hand.) 
l\fr. Widener, Sr.: ·who prepared that manual? 
Mrs. Weiss: I prepared it. It is based on the same pro-
cedure the census enumerators use ·in their survevs and also 
the Public Housing Administration. · 
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Q. ·were your interviews private or what were theyf 
A. They were conducted in private. If there were visitors 
the person to be interviewed was asked if I could come back, 
.and in every case the parties were willing to give the inf orma-
tion and eomplete interviews were carried out.. 
Q. You have referred to a manual which you have just 
handed me. It is labeled at the top '' Harrison, Ballard and 
.. A.Hen Housing Survey Instructions to Field Enumerators,/ -
1950' '. J.\tiay I ask that be marked for identification as Exhibit 
No. 99! 
page 994} (Thereupon, the said Manual was marked for 
identification as Defendants' Exhibit No. 99.) 
Q. Mrs. Yv eiss, did you record the information you obtained 
in each case Y 
A. Yes, sir. I have the card here that was designed for 
the specific purpose of recording the information. It covers 
the physical facilities in the- dwelling unit, the condition on 
the outside and inside, place for the occupants by name, their 
ages and relationship to one another, and on this other side 
the retail cost of utilities, number of occupants, race of the 
persons and number of lodgers. 
Q. On the front side or the back side, whichever it may be, 
will you state the items that are recorded thereon? 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: Are .you going to introduce that? 
Mr. Woodward: Yes, sir. 
The Court: He is not tendering it yet. He is identifying 
:and describing it now. 
A. The physical facilities listed here are heat, water, type 
of toilet, bath or shower, kitchen sink, refrigerator, electricity, 
delapidation, broken down by inside, outside and stairs; rooms 
without windows; access and rats reported. Under each of 
these categories were a number of possibilities, so the. enum-
erator would not have to do anything but make a mark in the 
appropriate box. 
Q. This card you are now looking at is a blank 
page 995 } card in that none of the spaces there are filled out, 
are they? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you fill out. such a card for each dwelling· unit you 
visited? 
:t 
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A. Yes, sir, during the course of the interview the card was 
completed and my initials inserted there with the exception 
of the matter of depreciation, because that required inspec-
tion from the outside as well as the inside, and that was com-
pleted on leaving the premises. Delav·idation is broken down 
into none, slight or bad, and the definition of this appears in 
the manual, and that was followed exclusively. 
~··., > • * :a f; • 
tr • 
page 996 ~ 
I * Q. Did you make any personal inspection of the units you visited? A. Yes, sir. I I Q. To what extent did you inspect them personally? 
A. In the course of the interview the respondent of the 
household generally invited me inside. The interview was 
conducted inside the dwelling unit and after the information 
wa:H obtained I requested the respondent to show me the 
kitchen, the bathroom or some part of the household which 
would possibly show the nature of the deterioration, if there 
was any. If it was a standard household and no question of 
course the inspection was not as prolonged as if there was a 
question as to the nature of the dela1Jidation. 
Q. On the question as to whether or not there was a toilet 
in the house did you make a personal inspection 
page 997 ~ to determine whether there was·? 
A. Yes, that would be quite apparent irnme-
dia tely to me. 
Q. ,vith regard to whether the existence of these particular 
items were recorded did you make a personal inspection, Mrs .. 
w·eiss? 
A. Yes, sir. And another item of sharing· was information 
provided by the respondent. · 
Q. You mean the slmring of the bath or kitchen 1 
A. Yes, sir, that would be arrangements rather than existing· 
facilities. 
Q. In making your entries showing· dela.pidation, I believe· 
you stated that you were governed by the manual which has. 
been marked for identification as Defendants' Exhibit No. 
99. Is that correct t 
A. That is correct, sir .. 
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Q. I hand you Exhibit No. 99 for identification. I don't 
know if it is necessary to refresh your recollection or not 
but you have testified you inspected each dwelling· unit in the 
area. What do you mean by that°? 
A. The dwelling unit is the definition followed by the United 
States in its census of housing·, and it is as follows: '' A 
dwelling units consists of-" (lnten·upted). 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: ·we object to the introduction of the1 
manual which was only identified as Exhibit No. 
page 998 ~ 99. 
l\ir. ·w oodward : ·we haven't as yet offered it 
in evidence. 
Mr. ·widener, Sr.: ,v e object to its being read from. That 
is trying· to get it in, and is treating it as if it were in evi-
dence. 
The Court : The objection is sustained. 
Mr. vV oodward: Exception. 
Q. Mrs. Weiss, are you able to define a dwelling· unit such 
as you visited without reference to the manual f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Will you do that, if you are so able? 
A. Essentially it is two or more rooms intended for family 
occupancy, or a sing·le room having· cooking equipment. The 
determining factor was cooking equipment, which would indi-
cate it was family occupancy rather than a single individual 
rooming in the house. 
1'fr. Widener, Sr.: We object to the whole thing because 
immaterial. 
The Court: Objection overruled. She is not dealing with a 
legal definition, but stating a definite she assumed herself, so 
we will let her proceed on that. Objection overruled. 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: Exception. 
Mr. \Voodward: It is the purpose of counsel 
page 999 ~ for the defendants to describe exactly the work 
this witness did on the project and we consider it 
material for her to explain in what manner and how she acted 
and what means she was using. 
The Court: The Court overruled the objection. 
1\Ir. Widener, Sr.: ,v e save the exception. 
·1 
•\ 
•\ 
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Q. Now in determining the question of delapidation and 
the extent of delapidation, what did you take into considera-
tion and by what principle, if any, was your judgment made, 
Mrs. ·w eiss 1 
A. I feel it is necessary to refer to the field enumerator's 
manual, because what I might say without reference to it would 
~ not be precise, whereas the methods and procedures I followed 
~'la' • a!e stated there precisely, including the matter of delapida-
!i tion. 
J • • * 8 * 
page 1008 ~ 
• * 
By Mr. Woodward: 
Q. Did you fill out completely all of the information shown 
on each of these cards as to each dwelling unit? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did you do with the cards when they were com-
pleted? 
A. After. visiting each dwelling unit I rated the question 
of delapidation as explained before and then did a complete 
check of all my cards to see they were filled out completely, 
I double-checked, to see no item was missed, and then they 
were taken back to the office and kept on file, where they were 
analvzed on the basis of census definition of standard and 
sub-standard and mapped and used by our architects and 
engineers for planning the project. 
Q. Do you know of your own personal knowledge whether 
or not those cards were available to and used by a gentleman 
by the name of George 1VI. Raymond 1 
A. Yes, sir. I was associated with Mr. Ray-
pv ge 1009 ~ mond. 
Q. In order to further identify Mr. Haymond, 
what was Mr. Raymond's occupation at the time you were 
associated with him? 
A. Mr. Raymond assumed the directorship of planning 
after Mr. Agle was transferred to a European assignment. 
Originally be was senior planner when I was :first associated 
with him. 
Q. Are you speaking now of the firm of Harrison, Ballard 
and Allen! 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. "\Vhen did you say you left the firm of Harrison,, Ballard 
.and Allen, if you did say; if not, when did you leave! 
A. The end of October, 1952. 
Q. And at that time in whose custody were the cards and 
who was using themf 
A. They were Mr. Raymond's responsibility and in his 
cu~~t~s. Weiss, how did you identify these cards, if you did~.·. 
identify them as to your connectio;n with them? · 'I 
A. On the face of the card is a place where it states ''enu- j 
merated by'' and my initials appear in that space on each , 
card. 
Q. Mrs. vYeiss, will you please state the various items con-
sidered by you in your inspection of each of these 
page 1010 ~ dwelling units in ord~r to determine whether or 
not, in your opinion, the unit, the dwelling unit 
was badly delapidated? 
• 
JJage 1013 } A. I believe I have already testified that bad 
delapidation was defin~d as ordinary makeshift 
eonstruction or critical deficiencies which impaired the safety 
of the occupants. 
Q. vVhat items in these individual units did you look at in 
order to determine that f 
A. The ceilings, floors, walls and the entire structure, stair-
cases and porches. 
Q. Did you look at any particular portions of the floor or at 
the ceiling or at the stairs f 
.A.. Yes, sir, there are places where the deterioration may be 
greater than others, such as the exterior wall which is most 
exposed to the elements facing the northeast, or the floor 
around the kitchen sink, which might show the most wear, 
and of course the more obvious items such as gaping holes in 
the walls where there would be no waterproofing, and follow-
ing the standards set up on these items each point was checked 
so nothing·would be missed as a possibility of characterizing 
the house as not delapidated, slightly delapidated, or having 
bad dclapidation~ and it was only in the case of bad delapida-
tion that a dwelling unit was classified as sub-standard . 
• • • • 
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page 1017 ~ 
• 
Q. vYhere did you look from, did you stay on the street 
and look at the property? 
r A. Yes, sir, we walked through the alleys and around the ·property as an orientation as to how it would be surveyed to 
1 familiarize myself with the buildings. 
· Q. To see if it could be redeveloped t 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What for then? 
A. For the purpose of orienting me to do the survey as you 
bave to plan which houses you call on each clay and know your 
streets, because you have to work from a map and know the 
dwellings and be able to identify them. 
Q. lt wasn't a part of your duty to determine if there 
were any blighted areas in Bristol 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. That had been determined before you did anything! 
A. No, sir. The purpose of the survey was to determine 
whether it was an area which might be suitable for redevelop-
ment, but it was not my function to make that determination. 
My function was to g·et the information on each 
page 1018 ~ dwelling unit. 
Q. You were supposed to find out if it was 
subject to redevelopmenU 
A. No, sir. That was not my function .. 
Q. What was your function then 1 
A. To survey each dwelling· unit to provide the information .. 
Q. ForwhaU 
A. For planning and determining, in other words, if this 
area showed there were not sub-standard houses in it, or the 
propo1·tion was so small it would not qualify for redevelop-
ment in the opinion of Harrison, Ballard and Allen and the 
City Council, why at that point the survey would have tex-
mina ted the planning of the project. 
Q. HaITison, Ballard and Allen I take it are engineers 'l 
A. Yes, sir, engineers and arcl1itects. 
Q. ,\That sort of engineers do you call them t 
.A. You said they were engineers .. 
Q. You did too. 
A. Yes. 
Q. Well, are they? 
A~ Yes, sir, they are. 
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Q. What do they call themselves, planning engineers, re_-
development engineers or blighted area experts 
page 1019 } or what f 
A. We had in the firm civil engineers, archi-
tects and city planners. 
Q. They are private engineers, they have nothing to do with 
any department of the government, do they! 
A. No, sir. They are a private firm. 
Q. If you had not determined it was subject to redevelop .. 
mcnt they wouldn't have had the job of engineering any 
further, would theyt · 
A. I don't know there was any question of getting a job 
for the redevelopment, for they were just eng·aged in the 
plonning aspects. 
Q .. No use planning it if you couldn't redevelop it, was 
theref 
A. I don't understand what vou mean because their con-
tracts were specifically for planning. 
Q. I don't want you to say anything you don't know but 
they were trying to find out if there were enough clelapidated 
houses in there to justify redevelopment, is that a fact 1 
A. No, that isn 'i a fact, sir. 
Q. What is the facU 
A. The fact was the survey was undertaken first, and if the 
survey indicated the area was one which required redevelop-
ment we would submit the information and it ·was not up to 
Harrison, Ballard and Allen to make the final 
page 1020 } determination but to present the facts and co-
operate with the Housing Authority. 
Q. You were only concerned with delap,idatecl houses your-
self, were you 7 
A. Not delapidated houses but sub-standard houses, stand-
ard and sub-standard. 
Q. What is a sub-standard housef 
A. A sub-standard dwelling unit is one which either lacks 
hot and cold running water, private bathroom for the unit's 
exclusive use, flush toilet. That is the definition used by tho 
census. 
Q. That is all you had to go by was what you found in the 
book from the Census Bureau i 
A. The same standards. 
Q. You said something before we took a recess with ref er-
e nee to the way the wind blows or something like that, what did 
you say about the northwest f 
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.A.. Mr. Woodward asked me to list some of the things and 
recalling what was in this manual I followed, one of the items 
was to observe the parts which were most likely to show de-
terioration. I mentioned the floors around the kitchen sink 
if there was a kitchen sink, or outside exposed walls which 
might show gaping cracks,which would prevent it being water-
proof eel and endanger the safety of the oc-~ \ page 1021 ~ cupants. I might say there were very few cases, 
r'' · as I recall after three years, based on that, be-
!. cause most of the dwelling units that were sub-standard were 
sub-standard because of physical deficiencies rather than by 
delapidation, lack of bathrooms or lack or running water. 
Q. Did you have anything to do with determining whether 
or not it was a blighted area¥ 
A. No, sir. -
page 1022 ~ 
• • • 
Q. The object of this survey was not to get health condi-
tions? 
A. No, sir, I did not, it was not on the card . 
• • 
page 1024 ~ 
• 
Q. I wish you would enumerate for me what you inves-
tigated with reference to each house in the area, just itemize 
that. 
A. The survey of each dwelling unit consisted of an inter-
view with a responsible adult in the household and included 
an enumeration of the members of the household, their ages 
and relationship to each other, the income of adult members, 
for the purpose of determining possibility of relocation in the. 
event the area qualified for redev.elopment and whether it was 
rented and monthly rental if rented, the cost of utilities, the 
number of lodgers, number of rooms and number of dwelling 
units in the structure if more than one, and also the enumera: 
tion of the pl1ysical facilities, which would include heat, water, 
toilet, bath or shower, kitchen sink, windows, rooms without 
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·windows, and other items put on the card which were not 
nsed in the determination of sub-standards but as to general . 
information as to the area, and the item of de-
·page 1025 } lapidation which was broken down by outside 
· condition, inside .condition and stairs would be 
possibly no dela.pidation, or slight delapidation or bad delapi-
.dation. 
Q. You found none of these homes connected with eac~ 
other like the rows of houses you :find in sub-standard o_r ,.:1 
-slum areas in the city, did you, but the houses were independ- ·1 
-ent houses with a yard? ' 
A. There were some structures that had more than one 
dwelling unit. 
• • • 
page 1031-b } 
• • 
M:r. Widener, Sr.: We want to accommodate Mrs. Weiss. 
If we should have to have you back here later to take your 
deposition even if the case is over, would you come back? 
:M:rs. Weiss : If my work permitted me to. I should like 
to do everything I can to help. 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: Have you such important work you 
:couldn't come down here for a day, whereas it would take a 
day or two for us to come to Baltimore to cross examine you I 
Mrs. Weiss: My work is very responsible. 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: So you wouldn't come back if we excuse 
you now; you won't say ·you would come back? 
Mr. Woodward: She stated she would come back with her 
employer's permission. 
Mrs. Weiss : It would depend on tlie schedule in our office. 
(At this point the reporter was told it was not necessary 
to take down this discussion.) 
Mr. Stant: Mrs. Weiss, would you be ready and available 
on short notice if we wish to come to Baltimore 
page 1031-c ~ to take yo~r depositio1~ Y 
Mrs. W e1ss : Yes, sir. 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: Could you get off from your responsi-
bilities a dar or so 7 
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Mrs. Weiss: I think we would have to do it. in the evening. 
It would depend entirely on the schedule in my office. 
Mr. ·widener, Sr.: I think we had better let her go. 
The Court : We will excuse Mrs. ,~r eiss, and if further 
testimony becomes vital we will delay the case and let you get 
her back, or go to Baltimore and take her deposition, if neces-
sary. 
r,._page 1032 ~ GEORGE M. RAYMOND 
I the next witness, called by and on behalf of the 
Defendants, being first duly sworn, was examined and testi-
fied as follows : 
DIRECT EXA1\UNATION. 
By Mr. Woodward: 
* 
Q. What is your occupation and by whom are you employedf 
A. I am a City Planner and now have my own firm, George 
M. Raymond Associates, in New York City. 
Q .. How long have you been engaged in this work! 
A. Since 1948. 
Q. vYhat educational requirements or qualifiqations do you 
have for this work! 
A. I am a gradulate· architect of Columbia University, in 
1946. . 
Q. What experience in your work and profession have you 
hadt 
A. During the six and one-half years I have been doing city 
planning I have done redevelopment pla.nning for ten com-
munities and plans for several communities,. 
page 1033 ~ zoning ordinances a.nd related kinds of work. 
Q. vV ould you name, to the best of your re-
collection, the communities for which you have done city plan-
ning- work, and in connection with that will you state what 
sort of work it was you did f 
A. "\Ve did redevelopment planning in Norfolk, Portsmouth, 
Newport News, Richmond, Alexandria, Danville and Bristol,. 
Virginia, Meridian and New London, Connecticut; and we 
established a project in Greensboro, North Carolina; and 
ordinance, zoing ordinance work, for the City of New York,, 
~.r· ~. -- .,. .. -
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Rochelle and East Hampton, New York, Hartford and New 
London, Connecticut, and master plans for "\Va terport, New 
Loh don and Meridian, Connecticut. Is that sufficient 1 
Q. In connection with the ten communities which you first 
mentioned, including Bristol, was the work similar, that is, 
was it in connection with redevelopment projects of a some-
what similar nature to the work in Bristol¥ 
A. They were all done mider the same law. 
Q. That is under the same federal law 7 
A. Yes, si.r. 
Q. And I take it those in Virginia under the same state 
lawt 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you had any teaching experience in 
page 1034 ~ your field 1 
A. Yes, sir. I have been teaching for the 
last three years a course in city planning at Pratt Institute 
in Brooklyn. 
Q. Are you a member of any professional societies f 
A .. Yes, sir. I am associate member of the American In-
stitute of Planners and American Society of Planning Offi-
cials. 
Q. In the course of your work have you ever been connected 
with a firm known as Harrison, Ballard and Allen t 
A. Yes, sir, for five and a half years. 
Q. Will you state what that firm's business is and what 
your connection with them was Y 
A. The firm at the time I was connected with it was a firm 
of Housing and Planning Consultants. It was composed of 
Mr. Harrison, a civil engineer, forme.r chairman of the New 
York Housing Authority; Mr. Ballard an architect and Mr. 
Allen a graduate architect. 
Q. Wbat was the nature of your work with that firm Y 
A. I started my work with them in 1949 on redevelopment 
work on the Norfolk redevelopment plans and throughout my 
stay with them I was employed on all the redevelopment plans 
they had, and other types of work I enumerated. 
Q. '\Vere you connected with work done by your firnr, that 
· is the firm of Harrison, Ballard and Allen, in 
page 1035 r connection with the Sullins Street Redevelopment 
Project in Bristol, Virginia, l\Ir. Raymond f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ·wm you state please what work you did in connection 
,,jth the Bristol, Virginia project? 
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A. The firm was a relativelv small one and whenever a new 
contract was receiYed the e"iitire staff participated in the 
formation of policy and procedure, on all the surveys and · 
all the planning service. The beginning of the project was 
under the direction of l\Ir. Agle, who carried through the 
preliminary planning. \Vhen that was finished, about the 
.. p· middle of 1952, Mr. Ag·le was assigned to a European job, and 
~, I took over the direction of the Bristol project, and I was 
( responsible for the final plan and writing of the final Brochure. 
Q. In the course of your work did you come to Bristol f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In what state of planning· or what was the state of the 
project when you became actively connected with it! 
A. I might explain, if you ,vish, what the preliminary plan 
means. 
Q. G.o right ahead. 
A. Under the federal procedure, under Title I, the planning· 
was divided into two stages, and a preliminary 
page 1036 ~ plan had to be prepared in order to justify 
further funds in this area before we undertook 
detail planning and preparation of the final plan. The pre-
liminary plan and qualification of the area suitable for deve-
lopment had been accomplished before I came on. the scene, 
and before final advance of planning money had been made 
tc. the Bristol Housing Authority, and a second contract en-
tered into between the Authority and Harrison, Ballard and 
Allen, and when I came in it was a matter of planning the de-
tails of the project. 
Q. Do you have a map which shows the tentative or pro-
posed plan of the project at the time you became actively 
connected with it! 
A. Yes, sir. (Handing a map to Mr. Woodward.) 
Q. Does this map you now show me which is entitled Bris-
tol, Virginia Preliminary Redevelopment Plan and identified 
as Bristol Redevelopment ·and Housing Authority Project 
UR-VA-A6, Harrison, Ballard and Allen, Planning Consul-
tants, 1951, show tbe state of the planning for the area at the 
time you became connected activively with the project? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Woodward: I offer this in evidence as Defendant's 
Exhibit No. 101. 
• • 
' \ 
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:page 1037} 
Bv Mr .. ·woodward.: 
·Q. l\ir. Raymond, will you describe please what changes 
in the proposed or tentative plan for the project were made 
.after you were a~~igned to the Sullins Street proj.ectf .-~ 
A. If I may pomt them out on the map that was introduced ''\\) 
in evidence it will help. 1 
Q. You may do that. · 
A. The area as I foun<l it being worked on is the area en-
ieompassed in the black line on this map. In the final plan-
11ing stage, which was under my direction, several changes 
were made in the street layout and proposed plan, which re-
sulted in several boundary cl1anges. 
The first change dropped out of the project 
pag·e 1038 } three residential buildings on Cumberland Street 
between the proposed Oak Street extension and 
"\Vest Lawn Street. 
The second change eliminated the proposed extension of 
·Oak Street all the way down to State Street and dropped 
out of the project the parcel between State Street and Goode 
Alley. 
One parcel was added along Piedmont Avenue, a non-resi-
dential parcel, to permit the proposed change straig·ht through 
the project to begin at a point opposite Winston Alley, and 
several minor changes in boundaries were made, one of them 
included a portion of the so called Mitchell property between 
King Street and Solar Street Extension, and a minor change 
was made in the boundary to include the entire parcel owned 
by the Bristol Grocery Company, on which a metal shed or 
garage or something is located on the south side of Sullins 
Alley west of a private alley running from State Street to 
Sullins Alley. 
I believe those were all the boundary changes involved. 
Q .. Now will you please state the reasons for those boun-
dary changes f I believe you said starting with the first one 
you mentioned you eliminated the property consisting· of 
three ·dwelling houses on Cumberland Street. Why was that? 
A. The houses themselves were in good condi-
page 1039 }- tion, they were standard houses and their ac-
quisition was not essential to. the project. 
· The portion I have as Mitehell property was included to 
permit the proper grading of the site for a street running from 
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Oak Street Extension to King Street to be put in as a service 
street to serve the proposed commercial uses. There was 
no intention to acquire the property in fee simple but only a 
grading easement which would be acquired, as all we needed 
was permission to grade, and the land itself was not essential 
to the project. 
~ The extension of Oak Street to State Street was eliminated 
ft ·· :because it was felt State Street was congested enough as it 
! is and creating a dead-end opening into State Street would 
cause more congestion. 
Also, the parcel itself was fairly expensive. 
The inclusion of the Bristol Grocery Company lot which 
had been half included previously, but the entire lot was taken 
to insure the entire building would be torn down instead of 
half of if, because it was felt the project would suffer if a 
building of that nature on the property remained, however~ 
the piece of land was not essential to the project and it was 
felt some arrangement might be arrived at with Bristol Gro-
cery Company if the building was torn down. 
Q. How about King Street between State and 
page 1040 ~ Goode, was a change made there¥ 
A. vV e included King Street in the project 
simply to permit the grading of King Street, so that an 18<fo 
grade could be made, and we did the same thing on James 
Street, we extended the boundary up James Street to permit 
better grading, a better grade on the street. 
Q. Now what changes, if any, within the project limits 
were made! 
.A.. As this exhibit shows the main street through the 
project was to be Good Street widened and extended to Com-
monwealth A venue. If the project had remained as shown on 
this map it was contemplated to have a commercial frontage 
created along the north side of G.oocle Street and create a 
parking· area behind, which would have put the parking area 
out of reach of the State Street area which needed it very 
badly and being the main area of the city should be served by 
parking facilities easily accessible to it, so in order to bring· 
the parking· facilities close to State Street, we reversed the· 
uses behind the facilities, we widened the proposed major 
street to turn slig·htly northwest and to extend into Common-
wealth Avenue. Then between the proposed street and the 
rear of the State Street frontage we would have parking faci-
lities and on the north side of Sullins Street we would have 
commercial facilities. 
- l 
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Q. ·what would you say was the overall result 
page 1041 ~ of the changes which you suggested and were I 
take is instrumental in making? 
A. Property not essential to the project was eliminated from 
acquisition. The overall value to the city was greatly im-
proved and the cost considerably reduced because a lesser 
amount of grading was necessary with the revised scheme 
than the original scheme. 
Q. Mr. Raymond, in the practice of your profession what 
part, if any, does the existence of slum, blighted or deterio-
rated areas play? 
• • • 
A. Slum or blighted areas through studies made ,in most 
urban centers of the United States show the slum and blighted 
areas are inimical to the communities in which they find 
themselves. The presence of bligMed conditions is conduc-
ive through studies to juvenile delinquency, impairment of 
public health, morals ·and safety. The elimination of slums 
and blighted areas have been made a national 
page 1042 ~ policy through federal legislation and has been 
accepted by most state laws in the country as an 
objective, worthy of pursuing. Consequently, in my profession 
I have been called upon to make determination whether areas 
are deteriorated, blighted or s~ums, and I work out plans for 
elimination of conditions which are inimical to public welfare . 
• • 
Q. Mr. Raymond, do you have an opinion as to whether or 
not the area generally within the Sullins Street project in 
Bristol, Virginia, is a blighted or deteriorated area T 
Mr. "Widener, Sr.: "\Ve object to that question. 
The Court: Objection sustained. 
Mr. ·woodward: ·we except. May we have the answer for 
avowal purposes? 
The Court: Yes, it may be put in the record. 
Q. Do you have such an opinion 7 
A. Yes, sir, I have an opinion based on the results of the 
house to house survey undertaken by the firm of 
page 1043 ~ which I was a member at the time the survey 
was carried out . 
• • • 
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Q. You may proceed. 
A. As well as on the basis of personal inspection of the 
area in question; of its street system or the lack of same; the 
lack of storm drainage; the topography which makes any 
adequate sound development of the area impossible; on the 
dwellings on the basis of the presence of dwellings in close 
proximity of non-residential uses which have a blighting in-
fluence on such dwellings. 
Q. ·what inspection or view of the area has been made by 
you in the course of your connection with the project? 
A. As I stated I 1md full knowledge of the exterior of all 
the buildings and conditions in the area generally, with the 
exception <?f the interior of the structures. 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: Was that still an avowal? 
The Court: No, that was an additional question. 
Q. In the course of performing your duties with Harrison, 
Ballard and Allen, in connection with the Sullim; 
page 1044 } Street project were the survey cards made by 
Mrs. ·w eiss placed in your custody and control? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was there any identification on the cards to identify them 
as having been made by Mrs. Weiss? 
A. Yes, in the upper right-hand corner there was a space 
for initials of the person making the survey and those cards 
were so initialed bY Mrs. Weiss. 
Q. By whom we1:e those cards turned over to you? 
A. No one in particular turned them over to me. The whole 
0ffice was concerned with the whole project, and anyone in 
the office had acces8 to all data pertaining to the project, and 
consequently when I took over the project I took custody of 
the cards in the office. 
Q. Were yon or not familiar with the signature and initials 
of l\f rs. Weiss? 
A. I was. , 
Q. Did any occasion arise, or did yon at any time, discuss 
these cards with :rvr 1·R. \\7 eiss in person? 
A. Yes, I discussed them in the beginning of the project 
when she went out to make the survey. We discussed the 
whole procedure with the staff and r" discussed them with 
her on her return w·hen she tabulated her results. There were 
constant consultations. 
page 1045 ~ Q. ·what use, if any, did you make of the cards? 
• • 
Bristol Redev. & Housing Auth., v. J. B. Denton, et al. 491 
George lrl. Rayrnond. 
page 1046} 
A. I used the cards for the purpose of tabulating the find-
iug·s presented in that part of the final Brochure, which is the 
final redevelopment report relating to existing conditions in 
the project area. 
~: 
page 1056} Mr. 1Voodward: We except. May I have his 
answer for the purpose of au avowal¥ 
The Court: Yes. 
Q. You may answer the question. What is the effect, if any, 
of sub-standard housing on the health and welfare of a com-
munity¥ · · 
A. Well, the studies I mentioned that were made in many 
dozens of cities throughout the United States have proven 
very conclusively, and I might mention among those were 
studies we made ourselves in Norfolk, Virginia, that areas 
.of sub-standard houses are also areas of disease and an ex-
cessive 1mmber of police calls, and of excessive number of 
fire calls and cases of juvenile delinquency and the like. In 
the case of Bristol we made no attempt, because of the area 
.and inadequacy of the area itself as a sample, to make a 
detailed study of the comparative picture as between this 
.area and the city as a whole. But to come back to the ques-
tion, the effect on .a community is one of excessive expen-
ditures in taking care of the area and servicing an area of 
this kind from which the tax returns are comparatively lower 
per capita than throughout the rest of the city. They are 
areas from where eminate in· most all cases influences dele-
terious to the welfare of the health ,of the community at large. 
page 1057 r 
* 
Q. Mr. Raymond, will you define please sub-standard hous-
ing, the term ''sub-standard housing·,, as used by you f 
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A. The Census and Public Housing Administration's defi-
nition was observed throughout as to w·bat is or is not a sub-
standard unit. It is a unit with no private bath or private 
flush toilet, or hot and cold running water, or 
page 1056 ~ which is delapidated. 
Q. What do you mean by the word "private'' t 
A. I mean for the unit's exclusive use. 
Q. In the course of your work on the Sullins Street project,, 
Mr. Raymond, what part did you play in the preparation 
of the Brochure which I believe has been identified as Exhibit 
No. 102 in evidence f 
A. I wrote it entirely and l supervised the preparation of 
the illusb·ations. 
Q. Do you have a copy of the Brochure?. 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I call your attention to page three. ·wm you state please-
. the .source of your information which you have included on 
that page? 
A. You mean the entire page t 
Q. Yes, the entire page. 
A. Part of the information relates to the street system 
which was secured from observation and existing maps, in-
cluding the area measured by us on maps, topography which 
was observed from maps prepared for us by a local civil engi-
neer; the existing street system which was observed by us. 
and then a measurement of the existing land, which was dono 
in the office from maps, information for which was collected 
in the :field, and quality of dwelling units, which 
page 1059 ~ information came from the house to house sur-
vey undertaken by Mrs.. Weiss. 
Q. I notice at the top of the second colume on page three 
the sentence beginning "Each of the 97 dwellings·". Is: there-
any error in the use of that word '"dwellings'' t 
A. It is used here in the sense of dwelling units .. 
Q. It does not mean 9-7 individual buildings 1 
A. No, sir. We refer to those as structures. You might 
notice the map on the opposite page where we identify struc-
tures in the legend. 
Q. :Mr. Raymond, will you state please in general terms what 
your plan for redevelopment of the area contended for called 
forf 
A. The purpose of the redevelopment ·plan was a two-fold 
purpose. One was the elimination of conditions we found to• 
be in our opinion sub-standard. Second, to re-use the ·area 
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so acquired and cleared for purposes most consistent with 
the interests of the City as a whole. W,. ould you like for 
me to explain how we arrived at the plan? 
Q. Yes. 
A. Consequently the survey was undertaken which was a 
procedure we used in every one of the instances where we pre-
pared redevelopment plans, a survey was conducted and re-
sults reported to the planners on cards similar to the one 
introduced in blank form. Those cards were 
page 1060 ~ identified or rather those cards identified su~ 
standard units as sho,,rn on page three of the 
Brochure. The units vv·ere mapped and the picture resulting 
therefrom for our own use was a picture of those areas in 
which sub-standard conditions existed anu which called for 
redevelopment. 
The next question ,vas how that area could be redeveloped 
in accordance with the best interests of the citv. Then a 
planning process was set in motion to determine ;vhich were 
the deficiencies, and in this instance we found the area was 
imme<liately adjacent to the central business district of the 
City of Bristol, Virginia, and Tennessee across the line, and 
the major lack of facilities in the area. As indicated by the 
constant concern of the City of Bristol, Chamber of Commerce 
and others was a lack of facilities in the area and congestion 
on State Street, and consequently we set out through devel-
opment of the area contended to be sub-standard to obtain 
some relief of these deficiencies and to use such land remain-
ing to relieve the traffic congestion for the best interests of the 
city. 
vVe attempted to procure a parking agency to provide more 
street area for motorists to travel and by-pass State Street, 
and through the land adjacent to the new street, and park-
ing facilities, anc.l north 0£ the project was a substantial resi-
dential area, which in order for motorists from 
page 1061 ~ that ~.rea to reach t~e downtown district they had 
to either travel Piedmont Street or Common-
wealth Avenue, and thereby they had to get into State Street 
if they wante<l to get into the business district, and we at-
tempted through this project to provide an artery to co11-
nect tlw traffic area and parking facilities with a final termi-
nal. point for this traffic if the destination of the people in 
the cars was State Street, so the people could travel south 
and park their cars and walk to State Street and relieve 
State Street of the traffic. 
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I think those were the four major purposes of the plan. 
Q. Now will you refer please to page 5 of the Brothure, 
Exhibit No. 102, a11d please state with regard to the boundar-
ies of the project Leginning with the south side, why the 
limits as shown on the redevelopment plan on page 5 of the 
exhibit were adopted 1 
r A. Starting with the intersection of what is now Goode Street and Piedmont .A venue we maintained as the southern boundary of the project generally the south side of Goode f Street and Goode Alley to the western end of Goode Alley. 
i ,v e included King Street for regrading to a lesser grade. 
·west of the end of Goode Alley we included only such land, 
or between Goode Alley and the private alley-
page 1062 ~ Q. Do you mean the alley by Bristol Grocery 
Company? · 
A. Yes, sir, we included only such land needed to permit 
the erection of retaining walls to hold up Goode Street, which 
was proposed to be at a lesser level than the land immedi-
ately adjacent thereto. 
To the south, and crossing the private alley on the Bristol 
Grocery Company's lot, for the making certain the building 
would be demolished we provided an alley between Common-
wealth Avenue ancl the private alley next to the Bristol 
Grocery Company's property in order to avoid trucking which 
serves the commerdal and industrial area in that vicinity 
from having to use streets primarily designed to carry pas-
senger car traffic in .mtl out of this intense traffic area. 
The alley sh°'vn on the plan as Denton Street was pro-
vided to provide full circula.tiou around by the block between 
Denton Street, propo~ed Sullins Street, Commonwealth Ave-
nue and Goode Street extended. 
The boundary to the south of Denton Street was again 
drawn as shown to make sure of one residential structure 
located on tliat particular lot. 
The western boundary was adopted as Commonwealth Ave-
nue all the way aR far north as an existing public alley back 
of the Cumberland Street frontage. I will explain later why 
that was adopted. 
page 1063 ~ The northeast boundary of the project was 
placed along the north side of this particular 
alley I mentioned before and it included three lots to permit 
the extension of the Oak Street south wall. In extending the 
Oak Street south wall the properties which are now on the 
east side of Lancaster Street would have to be taken, which 
leaves between the present Lancaster Street and Common-
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wealth .A.venue a triangle bounded by Commonwealth Ave-
nue, Lancaster Street and the alley, and leaves an impossible 
intersection in a congested traffic area when Sullins Street 
would be widened and extended. 
At the corner of Commonwealth Avenue and Cumberland 
there would have been a four-point intersection with a street 
Tum1ing off at approximately a sixty degree angle north-
.e.ast, which wou!d have created ~on~iderable traffic di~cul-, ... ····.·'"> .... ,. 
ties at that particular comer, which impelled us to consider · ·,\. 
the possibility of closing Lancaster Street. \ 
\Vest of Lancaster Street are several residential bui,ldings 1 
.and several commercial buildings. It was felt the several / 
residential buildings left in the immediate neighborhood of 
·existing conm1ercial uses and in the back of proposed com-
mercial uses on Oak Street would have rendered those resi-
dences subject to blighted influences, even as&uming they are 
· not fully sub-standard within the meaning I ex-
page 1064 r plained before. Consequently, in order to pre-
vent blighted conditions or areas arising it was 
-deemed to be a fairly sure· thing· if several residential struc-
tures were left in this area. that blighting influences would 
arise, and it was necessary to draw the boundary along Com-
monwealth A venue. 
Going east of Oak Street Extended we drew the boundary 
along existing alleys so far as Solar Street Extension to 
l)ermit the extension of King Alley in the rear and permit 
certain amount of grading of properties left on Cumberland 
Street, and for the same reasons we included the so-called 
Mitchell property so far as King· Street. 
East of King Street we moved the boundary south wall to 
include only areas within which it is my recollection there 
were sub-standard conditions present and also permit a 
minimum of 100 feet business depth between Sullins Street 
and such regrading as might be necessary at that point. 
A portion of James Street was included for grading pur-
poses only, and east of James Street commercial prop~rty, 
and where sub-standard conditions were present, and we 
stopped the northern boundary at the rear property line of 
commercial property on Piedmont A venue and came south 
·on that property line to the point opposite "Winston Alley 
where it was the most desirable point to begin Sullins Street 
Extended. 
" 
;, 
i'-
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We included the entire intersection of Piedmont 
page 1065 f Avenue, ·winston Alley and Sullins Street in the 
· project, in order to permit any pavement work 
which might be necessary for storm drainage or erection of 
electric pole lines in the area. 
• • • • 
Q. Mr. Raymond, have yon :finished your designation o.f the 
limits. of the project boundary and your reasons therefor? 
A. I would like to meution in designating 
page 1066 ~ these boundaries we were fully conscious of theo 
fact in one or two instances we were including 
property such as commercial property proposed for com-
mercial use,. and in the redevelopment plan a stipulation was, 
made, if I may quote from the Brochure on page six: 
"If, in furtherance of the project, tl1e Bristol Redevelop-
ment and Housing Authority should deem it desirable, cer-
tain buildings in the project area presently used' for com-
mercial purposes may not be acquired. In all such cases, 
however, such properties will be subject to the land uses and 
building controls specified in the redevelopment plan.'' 
In other words,' what this means from tI1e point of view of' 
use is if certain commercial buildings can fit into the develop-· 
ment of the area as a whole, there is no particular reason to 
take them, providing the existing properties will be subjected 
to the same control as the adjacent property. ·whether this 
could be done was left to the Housing Authority following the· 
designation of the project 
Q. Generally, :M:r. Raymond, what is the proposed change 
in the topogmphy or elevation of tl1e property included within 
the project? 
A. At the present time there is sort of a saddle-back top-
ography where a hill juts out and drops off on tl1ree sides 
from Cumberland Street down toward State 
page 1067 ~ Street, Commonwealth and Piedmont A venue 
and this project contemplated regrading off the 
hill to give a. relatively flat area to the northern boundary of' 
the project so as to permit the extension of the new streets 
and flat land. In other words, it would push the slope back 
to the northern end of the project at which point retaining 
·walls and steep slopes· were· contemplated. 
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The Court: What kind of slopes? 
The ·witness: Steep slopes, terraced slopes. 
The Court: Does that apply to the rest of. the terrain Y 
The ·witness: In most instances we tried· to reduce the 
slopes on the street and tried to regrade the streets into the 
area and regrade them and reduce the slopes. 
Q. I point out to you on page :five of Exhibit No. 102 an 
extension out of the black project area line on James Street 
·what is the purpose of thaU 
A. The purpose of that was to regrade James Street so as 
not to create a slope steeper or as steep as the present slope 
o:µ James Street. V.l e had to start a hove the project in order 
to meet the proposed grade on Sullins Street. 
Q. In the course of your work on this project in Bristol 
with what person or persons or officials did you 
page 1068 ~ confer? 
A. I conferred ,vith Mr. lVIcCrary. 
Q. Who is Mr. Mc Crary? 
A. Mr. McCrary is the Executive Director of the Housing 
and Redevelopment Authority, and I conferred with Mr .. 
Morrison, the City Manager, and I conferred with Mr. Kear-
fott, who was Chairman of the Planning Commission, and 
with Mr. Moore, who was not an official of the City but he was 
local appraiser, and I conferred with our real estate consultant 
on the job. 
Q. Did you confer with any member of the City CounciH 
A. I don't recall, sir, I couldn't say I did, I just don't re-
call. There was no official meeting .. 
Q. You mean no official meeting of your self with the City 
Council? 
A. There was none but there was a hearing before the City 
Council which I did not attend and which :Mr. Allen attended 
and which was the project hearing required· by law on· the 
project. 
Q. Again referring, Mr. Raymond, to page three of Ex-
hibit No. 102, you have previously stated that in using the 
word ''dwellings'' in the second colw,ne ot the top of the page 
you were designating dwelling units. Now will you please 
define a dwelling unit as designated by you? 
page 1069 ~ A. It is a unit of two rooms or more designed 
· for occupancy by a. family or a single person or a 
single room including kitchen facilities. 
r ' ' 
I 
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Q. Mr. Raymond, in connection with conferences with the 
City Council, does it refresh your recollection at all if I ask 
you if you attended a meeting at the Bristol Chamber of Com-
merce at which the Council members were present? 
A. Yes, sir. There was a meeting organized by the Cham-
ber of Commerce at which Council members we1:e present for 
information on the progTam and basic features of the pro-
posed development or redevelopment plan, at which I ap- · 
peared and was the principal speaker, and it slipped my mind 
when you asked me before about contacts with local people, 
and I also stated 1\fr. Moore had no actual connection with the 
City and I remember now he was Secretary of the Planning 
Commission at the time. 
• • • * 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Jr.: 
• * 
page 1072 ~ 
Q. They didn't know if they would qualify or nm~ until they 
got your firm? 
A. I assume not because tl1ey asked us to do the basic 
work in order to qualify. 
• • • • 
pag·e 1074 ~ 
• • • • 
Q. You spoke about certain houses or dwellings included 
in the present project that did not presently fit in with the 
redevelopment projClct from necessity. Will you speak further 
about that? 
A. It all depends on what you call from necessity. What I 
said is there arc certain individuaJl structures containing 
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dwelling units ,vhich are not sub-standard within the mean-
ing prescribed for us, but their inclusion was deemed neces-
sary by the exigencies of the redevelopment plan. 
Q. There was nothing· in the area at the time you were doing 
your work to indicate those houses were presently blighted, 
was there? 
A. Certain ones of the houses were not blighteµ. 
Q. There were no conditions in the area that caused them 
to be called blighted or considered blighted at the time of the. -
survey? · 
A. 'rhat is correct. 
Q. And could that be considered so from any standpoint? 
A. That is right, at that time . 
• 
page 1077} 
Q. Do you know what they called it when they made the 
next application 1 
A. The specification designated it, I think they call it any 
number of things, either a slum, blighted area, deteriorated 
area, or deteriorating area, either would have been adequate, 
but in approving the preliminary plan the Federal agency 
had to satisfy itself the area qualified under the Federal sta-
tute and we prepared statistics at the time which showed in 
the project area the percentage of sub-standard 
page 1078} dwellings was somewhere around seventy-three 
or seventy-four per cent, and in the city as a 
whole the percentage of sub-standards was forty something, 
and a greater concentration of sub-standard units in this area 
than in the city as a whole . 
• • • 
page 1080} 
• • 
Q. How much g-rading has to be done there, how high a 
retaining· wall would you have there Y 
A. I will have to look at the grading map to refresh my 
memory. I can give it to you at several spots. 
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Q. Just give all of them. 
A. Between King and James Street there is a retaining 
wall about 18 x 20 feet high. Along the north boundary on 
page seven of the Brochure-it is difficult to tell from this 
map-we have more detailed working maps prepared which 
show the grades and the like, but I think 18 x 20 feet would 
be the highest to my recollection. 
·Q. How many of those retaining walls are there in the area t 
' A. One running· from James Street west as far as West 
Lawn Street and approximately along· the northern boundary 
of the project and two shorter walls in connection with the 
parking area. These are not as high as up in the north end~ 
On the south side of Mitchell Street it is indicated by a heavy 
black line not quite to Oak Street, you will notice contours 
fairly close together on the south side of Mitchell Street in-
dicated by a heavy line. 
page 1081 ~ The Court : Where you have 1704 feet? 
The Witness: Yes, sir, approximately that .. 
Then there are two heavy lines in the southwest corner of the 
, project approximately along Goode Street that designated re-
taining walls. 
Q. How far is the parking area from State Street f 
A. The south end is about 150 feet I would say. 
Q. "Wbat is the grade from that parking space or area to 
State Street f 
A. You mean the grade along King Street? 
Q. Yes . 
... !\.. It is fairly steep. We propose to reduce it if I remember 
it correctly to about ten per cent. 
Q. Yon were on this· property I take it while you were here t 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 1082 ~ 
Q. Let me ask you this : Do yon know how much of this 
sixteen acres of land was at that time and is now uncovered,. 
I mean by uncovered that it is not covered by a building or 
structure? 
A. You mean open area t 
Q. Yes .. 
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A. No, sir, we did not make a study of the 
})age 1083 ~ percentage covered. The presence of a sub-
standard building on a lot was sufficient for 
recommendation that the lot be acquired and the building 
razed. 
Q. Taking an area that is vacant used for business pur-
poses adjoining business ·property, do you think that is nb-
ject to and a reason for it to be taken for redevelopmenU 
A. No, sir. 
• • 
page 1084 ~ 
• • 
Q. ·what vacant property would qualify by itself? 
A. None. 
Q. None in the area V 
A. No, sir, not by itself. 
Q. You have never been in any of the houses? 
A. No, sir. 
• • • 
Q. This Exhibit No. 1, the map, are you acquainted with 
iU 
.A.. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Is that a reasonably accurate map as to scale and dis-
tance 1 
A. Yes, sir, I think so. 
• • • 
page 1085 ~ 
• 
Q. You were examined with reference to page six of the 
'Brochuure and quoted from it to the effect that in furtherance 
of the project the Authority should deem it desirable a certain 
building might not be acquired Y 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Have you any idea now or do yon know of any plan as 
to which ones in the area will be desired or not desired? 
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"""' 
A. No, sir, the purpose of the paragraph is for the Rede-
velopment and Housing Authority to study in detail after 
tJie final engineering drawing·s are prepared. In all cases 
where the taking of commercial property is not essential for 
the carrying out of the physical aspect of the project or any 
intlµ.ence it mig·ht have, that the authorities discuss with the 
:gresent owner, if so desired, the possibilities of leaving the 
r .present building subject to the controls outlined on page · nineteen, I believe. I 
' :it * * * ... { 
Q. Now have you-first, all you know about conditions in 
that area is what you have been told, isn't that rig·htY 
A. Yes, sir. We had fnll confidence in the data 
page 1086 ~ collected by l\Irs. "\Y eiss on the survey cards . 
. Q. And other than that you knew nothing about 
the area! 
A. Nothing as to the interior. 
Q. Nothing as to the inside of the houses, nothing as to the 
health of the people, nothing- as to the morals of the people or 
safety of the people in the area, you know nothing except 
what you have been told¥ 
A. That is correct, sir. 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. W oodwarcl: 
• 
pag·e 1087 ~ 
• • • • 
A. The presence of facilities such as private bathrooms, 
toilets and the like are factual elements which can be de-
termined by any responsible p~rson looking for their pre-
s~ce or absence, but when it comes to delapi.dation the survey 
ii;; designed as to what kind of elements can be considered as to. whether a structure is badly delapidated or not the manual 
reads as follows as to what the enumerator is required to 
lo.ok for: 
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(a) ·~Makeshift walls (walls covered with roofing paper or 
made of packing boxes, scrap lumber or tin.'' 
(b) ''Lack of foundation (walls resting directly on the 
ground), or broken foundations." 
( c) ' 'Dirt floors. '' 
( d) "Cellars, garages, barus, and similar places (not ori-
ginally intended for living quarters) which have been inade-
quately converted. 
( e) "Holes, open cracks, rotted, loose, or missing materials· 
· ( clapboards, shingles, bricks, concrete, tile, plaster, floor 
boards) over a considerable area of foundation, walls, roof, 
floors or ceilings.'' 
(f) "Substantial sagging of floors, walls or roof." 
(g) '' Extensive damage by storm, flood, or fire 
page 1088 ~ (unless respondent indicates that repairs are to · 
- be undertaken within 60 days). 
(h} '' Shaky porch, steps, or railing·s; or missing balusters, 
main rail, treads or risers which render stairs or porch un-
safe." 
It is our claim that the specific elements which were required 
to be looked into by the person making the survey were so 
specific that anyone who is a responsible adult can look at a 
house and determine whether it is delapidated or not, conse-
quently we had full confidence in Mrs. vVeiss when she indi-
cated delapidated on the card. 
RE-CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Sr.: 
• 
page 1091} 
• • .. 
Q. You did not find in the area any crQwding condition 
,of buildings? 
A. There was no over-crowding of the land, if that is what 
you mean. 
Q. No over-crowding at all? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. In other words there were no such crowded conditions 
. to cause a lack of proper ventilation in the houses Y 
504 Supreme Court of Appe·als of Virginia 
George IJf. Raymon.cl. 
. A. That can be refeITed to as· crowding of the land 0:r build-
mgs. 
Q. There ·was neither here, was thereY 
A. I don't know. I don't know how many familie-s lived 
in them. I remember Mrs. Weiss mentioning five people living 
in one room and I would call that over-crowding. 
~· 
,' 
Q. I was refening to the buildings being close together. 
A. No, sir, they are not over-crowded .. 
Q. And all of them have plenty of ventilation from the 
outside? 
I 
A. I judg·e so. 
• 
pag·e 1092 r 
• 
Examination by the Court:-
Q. Mr. Raymond, consulting the plat on page four of the 
Brochure and the plat on page seven, is there any substantial 
change whatever in the grading of the hill between, the area 
between Lancaster, Commonwealth and the northeast boun-
dary of the property!' 
A. There is a change in the eastern half of that block in 
order to permit Oak Sireet to go through at a reasonable 
grade. 
Q. I confined it to the little triangle between Lancaster and 
. Commonwealth. 
A. There is no particular grading contemplated. 
Q. And no change iu the proposed land use as to zoning 
for business T 
A. As to zoning, no, sir, but considerable cllange from pro-
posed land use to what is now there. 
• * 
page 1105 ~ 
Q. What did you see on the exterior of the houses on Lan-
caster that would make you think they should be treated as 
blighted, sub-standard or slum! 
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A. I stated I did not believe tl1e houses on Lancaster by and 
large except property, perhaps one or two residences, which 
were not in the best condition, but I did state that the Lan-
caster area and three houses on Cnmberlaud Street taken by 
themse]ves would not be a fit subject for redevelopment. 
Q. Because these houses are not in the best condition arc 
they to be condemned Y 
A. No, sir, they are to be taken for the extension of Oak 
Street. 
Q. Would the completion of this project affect the remain-
ing houses on Cumberland Street 1 
A. Not in any substantial way I don't think. 
Q. What insubstantial way would it affect them? 
A. I don't know it would affect them at all, they would bo 
considerably higher than the commercial area proposed in 
the project. There is a 20 foot retaining wall at the Mitchell 
property, plus a 14 or 16 foot bank. 
* * * 
pag·e 1113 ~ 
• • .. • 
The ·witness:. Of course the purpose of the parking fac.i-
lity provided here is to attract _people to the shopping area. 
I don't know what purpose the people would have in mind 
coming south but I presume their purpose is shopping . 
• • • • 
page 1116 ~ 
* * 
C. B. KEARFOTT 
the next witness, called by and on behalf of the Defendants, 
being first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. "\Voodward: 
page 1117 ~ 
• • 
1 ' ' I 
i 
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A. I have been a member of the Planning Commission since 
its organization in 1942, and I was made Chairman I think in 
1945. I am not exactlv sure of that date. 
Q. vVhat connection·: if any, do you have, and have you had, 
with the City of Bristol, Virginia Board of Zoning Appeals? 
A. I am Chairman of the Board of Zonjng Appeals and 
have been a member since its be.ginning. 
~ Q. Are you familiar with the area generally as includecl fr · in the proposed Sullins Street redevelopment project in Bris-
i tol, Virginia? 
A. lam. 
Q. Will you state, Mr. Kearfott, what part the Planning 
Commission of Bristol, Virginia, and yourself as a member 
of that Commission, have taken in this Sullins Street project? 
I realize that is a prettJ" broad question and it covers a lot of 
territory but if you ,vill state the best you can, starting right 
at the beginning and try to bring· us right clown through it 
you will give me the information we want. 
A. To g·o back to the early beginning of this 
page 1118 ~ thing it was sometime in 1948 that study was 
made which was one of the functions of the 
Planning Commission, a study of some method of relieving 
traffic conditions on State Street. In doing so the idea was 
developed of trying to project what was mentioned in the. 
papers as North State Street, or. in other words a street 
running parallel to State Street from Lee Street, which would 
take in Winston Alley through Lee Street, crossing Piedmont 
at about Goode Alley, g-oing· up through Goode Alley and 
coming out Commouwealth and crossing Commonwealth and 
the railroad and t?ing- in with Norway Street and going on 
west as far as the intersection of 58 and 11-W, that is the 
Gate City and ·Kingsport roads. That proposition was stu-
died. 
In 1949, I believe it was, the act was passed creating this 
slum clearance provision, and immediately we started to in-
vestigate the possibility of tying in this new North State 
Street with a slum clearance program in the particular area 
covered by what is known now as the Sullins Redevelopment 
Area. 
vVe found on that rig·ht-of-way there were certain blighted 
areas which under normal conditions were not conducive to 
improvement. on ac•count of the topgraphy and other condi-
tions, and Mr. C. P. :Moore was asked to make an investigation 
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of the area, checking all of the houses and build-
page 1119 } ings in it and submit it to the Planning Commis-
sion, and in turn the Planning Commission sub-
mitted this to the government agency which handles this kind 
,pf thing and asked them whether or not from the report they 
-would consider it eli~ible- for a slum clea ranee program. 
Q. Do you mean elig·ible for the program or eligible for an 
invcstig-ation to be made? 
A. Really for an investigation. In other words, they figured 
it' was eligible but you have to be inve-stig·ated further because 
they had to go through three stages : 
(1) The preliminary report. 
(2) A report which went into the topography and the 
general arrangement and rearrangement, and 
( 3) The final stage, when they made their :final commitment, 
and that had to be based on complete engineering· inf orma-
tion, drawings and surveys and estimate for construction and 
all of that, in fact based on actual bids for the construction. 
Q. Now, Mr. Kearfott, the preliminary report that you 
mentioned as made by Mr. Moore, for whom was Mr. Moore 
acting· when he got up that report? 
A. He was acting for the Planning Commission of the City 
,of Bristol, Virginia. This is a copy of his report, and it is 
marked here ''Real Estate Survey for the City 
· page 1120 ~ Manager's Office in Bristol, Virginia,'' in other 
words it was reported to the City Manager on 
tl1e recommendation of the City Planning Commission. 
page 1123} 
• 
Q. Mr. Kearfott, following the receipt of Mr. Moore's re-
port and the action of the City Council in passing a resolution 
requesting the reservation of capital grant funds and ap-
proving the :filing of an application for :financial assistance in 
July, 1950, as shown by Exhibit No. 106, what further part 
did you and the Commission, I mean the Planning Commission, 
play in this project, if you will continue from tl1at point, 
please, sir? 
A. I don't remember any specific action was taken until 
the resolution was passed by the Planning Commission that 
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the City Council proceed with the application for 
page 1124 ~ the funds to do this work1 and finally to complete 
it if it was found feasible and sound. 
Q. Do you recall whether or not work was done within the 
project by a firm of City Planning consultants.! . 
A. I know that the firm of Harrison, Ballard and Allen 
was employed and they did conduct a survey through the 
project both as to the land and the condition of the homes and 
· houses and buildings in there and also test borings were made 
to determine whether or not there would be a considerable 
amount of rock encountered in excavating .. 
Q. Was there any consultation with the City Planning Com-
. mission or with you, as Chairman of that Commission, in 
connection with that survey and that work! 
A. You mean with the Harrison, Ballard and Allen con-
cern Y 
Q .. Yes .. 
A. Yes, we had several consultations with :M:r. Raymond,. 
Mr. Agle and :Mrs. Weiss who was here yesterday, about 
different phases of the work. 
Q. Mr. Kearfott, have you personally ever been throug·h 
the project area Y 
A. I have. I have been throug·b all of it you might say. I 
have walked down through Sullins Alley, Sullins Street, West 
Lawn Street and West Lawn Alley, and in fact 
page 1125 ~ the whole project. I walked over it with Mr. 
· Pat :Moore and I think one other member of the 
Planning Commission. I don't remember who it was right 
now thoug·h. 
Q. How ~any times would you say you have been within 
that project area since the inception of this thingY 
A. 011, probably half a dozen times, I couldn't say exactly. 
I h~ve been through there several times. 
Q. ,v as the preliminary report made by Harrison, Ballard 
and Allen furnished to the Planning Commission, preliminary 
report on the area or copy furnished? 
A. The copy was, but I think the report went directly to the 
City, if I remember correctly the tr:ide with Harrison, Ballard 
and Allen was made by the City and the Planning Commis-
sion only recommended it. 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: That report was that? 
The Court: You are talking about the employment of that 
firm, are you t 
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Mr. Woodward: No, sir, I am talking about a preliminary 
rei)ort made by them as testified to yesterday by Mr. Ray-
mond .. 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: Is the report in evidence 1 
Mr. ·w oodward: No, sir, it is not. 
Q. Do you recall, Mr. Kearfott, whether or not a resolution 
was adopted by the City Planning Commission in 
page 1126 ~ connection with the project in December, 1951? 
A. Yes, sir, the Planning Commission pre-
pared a resolution, pas~ed it and forwarded it to the City 
Council for its action. 
Q. I show you two pages of legal cap paper, the first line of 
which on the first page, reads as follows: 
"WHEREAS, The Bristol Redevelopment & Housing Au-
thority has made''-and will ask you if .that is the resolution 
you speak of adopted by the Planning Commission f 
A. Yes, it is, that is the resolution that was adopted by the 
Planning Commission at that time. 
Mr. ,v oodward: I offer the resolution in evidence as De-
fendants' Exhibit No. 107. 
· Mr. ·widener: We have no objection to that. 
(Thereupon, the said resolution was marked Defendants' 
Exhibit No. 107, initialed by the Court and filed.) 
• • 
page 1127 ~ 
• • • 
Q. Mr. Kearfott, as Chairman of the City Planning Com-
mission did there come into your hands a Brochure entitled 
'' Sullins Redevelopment Project'' a copy of which I show you, 
being Exhibit No. 102 in this case 7 
A. Yes, that did come into our files. 
Q. What action, if any, in connection with this report taken 
by you, if you recall f 
A. There was no action we could take on that. That. had to 
be done by the City Council, but a public hearing was held 
downstairs in the Council Chambers, at which time it was 
presented to the pub1ic. 
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Q. Did you personally take any part in that public hearing! 
A. Yes, I was asked to present the matter. 
Q. You p~rsonally did present the matter at th~ public 
meeting? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you recall, Mr. Kearfott, the approximate date of that 
public hearing? 
r. A. It was on January 12th I think of, 1953. Q. In 1953 after that public hearing do you recall whether . or not there was a further resolution adopted by 
'. page 1128 ~ the Planning Commissiou Y 
;'. A. After when? 
: Q. In 1953 after the public hearing? 
A. It slips my mind. I don't remember one. 
Q. I show you a portion of Exhibit No. 2 to the Complain-
ants' Bill which is marked in evidence as Exhibit No. 108, 
and ask you to examine pag·e twelve of that document. (The 
witness looked over the exhibit.) · 
A. That had slipped my mind but that is a resolution that 
was passed and signed by me as Chairman and W. S. Erwin 
as Secretary. 
Q. That was the City Planning Conunission? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Woodward: I want to read this resolution. 
(Mr. Woodward· thereupon read the resolution.) 
Q. Mr. Kearfott, from the exhibits which have been placed 
in evidence here and called to your attention since you have 
been on the stand it appears that the City Planning Commis-
sion approved the finding made by Harrison, Ballard and 
Allen, Consultants, as to the existence of a blighted area 
within the project. As Chairman of the Planning Commis-
sion and personally, ure there any facts within your knowl-
edge which create any question or doubt in your mind concern-
ing thei~ findings 1 
page 1129 ~ 
• • • 
A. We found no reason to question any of the findings of 
Harrison, Ballard and Allen, in connection with their report. 
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Q. Was there anything in your personal examination of the 
cexterior condition of the property within the project which 
led you to question the findings t 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: We submit that is an immaterial ques-
tion and is going into the mental anguish Mr. 
page 1130} Kearfott might have had but didn't have, and 
his personal feelings about the matter and so on, 
.and that doesn't throw one bit of light on the factual situation 
we are investigating. 
The Court: . The objection is sustained. That question 
.and its answer would be so general as not to support any 
facts. 
Mr. ·woodward: Exception. ~fay I have the answer as an 
avowal? 
The Court: Yes. 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Mr. Kearfott, can you recall of your personal knowledge, 
your personal recollection, as to whether the action of the 
City Planning Commission in adopting the resolutions which 
have been offered or identified in evidence here was un-
.animous? 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: We object to that question. The reso-
lution shows as a matter of record, doesn't it 1 
Mr. Woodward: The resolution doesn't show on its face as 
to whether or not the action was unanimous. 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: I thought it showed all were present, 
is my recollection about it. 
Mr. Woodward: Not as the exhibit is offered. Of course 
unless the witness can testify definitely from 
l)age 1131 ~ his recollection, his personal recollection, I don't 
want him to answer. _ 
The Court: Objection overruled. 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: Exception. 
A.· To the best of my knowledge it was unanimous. 
Q. And there was no objection to the resolution on the part 
of any member of the Planning Commission 1 
A. None. · 
Q. Mr. Kearfott, how long have you actually lived in Bris-
tol, Virginia 1 · 
A. I came here the first day of January, 1907. 
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Q. Have you lived in Bristol, Virginia ever since that time? 
A. No, sir. For awhile I lived on Fifth Street on the Ten-
nessee side, but I moved into Bristol, Virginia proper in 1917 
on Euclid A venue, and before that I lived on Johnson Street 
for awhile. 
Q. Approximately, if you will estimate for me, how many 
homes within the City of Bristol, Virginia have you designed 
· A. Homes? r,. or prepared the building plans for! · Q. Yes, residences Y i A .. That would be a wild guess. I don't know .. 
l: Q. Just give us yonr best estimate. I under-
page 1132 ~ stood you to say you had been practicing your 
profession as a licen:Sed a.richitect here since 
1907. 
A. That is correct, but as to the number of houses that 
would be a wild guess. I could go to my files and give it to 
you accurately if necessary but it would run into the hundreds~ 
Q. From time to time since you have lived in Bristol what 
occasion, if any, have you had to go on any of the streets 
within the project area, that is G,oode Street," J aines Street, 
King Street, Sullins Street, Sullins Alley and Lancaster 
Street? 
A. Vv ell, my work takes me in there occasionally on inspec-
tions or maybe a survey for a lot. We have had some work 
within the area and quite a number of occasions I have had 
to g·o in there for various purposes·. 
Q. Do you have any opinion as to the desirability for resi-
dence purposes of the prooerty within the project area? 
A. I do, but I would like to ask for a clarification there· .. 
There are certain areas or certain portions within the area 
which are undesirable and certain portions which are more 
desirable, so you would have to differentiate between what 
parts of the area you are talking· about before I could am:;wer 
that question. 
page 1133 } Q. Mr. Kearfott, since you do have such an 
opinion and since your opinion relates to a divi-
sion of the area, will you state just what your opinion with 
regard to the sections you have in mind is, stating what the 
sections are? 
• • • • 
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A. Well, if I am stating it in the manner you want it, I 
would say the section known as Sullins Alley, West Lawn 
and_part of West Lawn Alley, and I believe a little place called 
Solar Street Extension, something of that kind, that that 
particular area is definitely undesirable for residential pur-
poses, whereas Sullins Street proper and certain parts of 
Lancaster Street are good residential streets. 
Q~ How about King Street and James StreeU 
A. Well, King· and James are fairly g·ood streets although 
they have deteriorated you might say over a period of years. 
Q. In what manner do you consider they have deteriorated 1 
A. Well, just in the general residential character of the 
.neighborhood. "\Vhen I first came to Bristol Sullins College 
stood where the vacant lot is on James Street and that was 
quite a desirable neighborhood in there, but since 
page 1134 } that was burned and business has begin to en-
croach in that area, I think you will find it is not 
as desirable as twenty-five or thirty years ago. 
* • 
Q. I am not clear in my own mind, Mr. Kearfott. Has 
there been any deterioration, or what deterioration, if any, 
has there been on Sullins Street during the. period of your 
residence in the City of Bristol? 
A. I would say there has been comparatively little deteriora-
tion on Sullins Street proper. 
Q. You have spoken of a condition in Sullins Alley and in 
the West Lawn section. In your opinion, what effect, if any, 
does that have on Sullins Street as a residential section Y 
A. Well, it certainly is of no benefit to Sullins 
page 1135 } Street in fact experience in other cities has 
shown (interrupted). 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: I object to that, your Honor. 
The Court: ,Just confine your statement to this situation 
here in Bristol. 
.lt. As I said the existence of Sullins Alley and ,vest Lawn 
on each side of Sullins Street is certainly of no benefit and 
will in my humble opinion cause a creeping deterioration over 
a period of years of Sullins Street. I think it will gradually 
creep in there until that is more or less deteriorated from what 
it is today. 
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Q. Do those conditions in the West Lawn area and in Sul-
lins Alley have any effect, in your opinion, on the desirability 
of Sullins Street as a residential section? 
A. In my opinioi1 yes, I think they are a detriment to Sul-
lins Street as a residential street. 
Q. Mr. Kearfott, do you have any recollection of a meeting 
held at the Chamber of Commerce building in Bristol, Vir-
ginia, in connection with this Sullins project? 
A. I do, yes, sir. 
Q. Will you state as clearly as you can recall what took 
place at that meeting and who were present? 
A. Well, it was a meeting called to acquaint certain people 
·with what was in mind for the redevelopment project. There 
were a number of prominent business men there 
page 1136 r from Bristol, Virginia and Bristol, Tennessee 
both, people who owned property in and around 
the proposed area, some representatives I think from the 
Jewish congregation who owned the Synagogue within the 
area and a number of people, and also I think a representa-
tive of the :H'HA present at that meeting. 
Q. Do you recall if any members of the City Council were 
present at the meeting 1 
A. I think they were but I couldn't say positively. There 
were a number of people there. 
Q. ·what was done at the meetingf 
A. The matter was explained and presented and no official 
action taken as well as I remember, but just a general ap-
proval, as I remember it. 
Mr. Wid.ener, Sr.: I object to general approval. Here is a 
meeting that had nothing to do with this, and might as well 
have a mass meeting in my back yard. 
The Court: Objection sustained. 
Mr. Woodward : Exception. 
Q. Mr. Kearfott, was the purpose or planning of the project 
explained at that meeting? 
A. It was. 
• • 
page 1137 r CROSS EXAMINATION 
By Mr. ·widener, Sr.: 
• 
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tQ. "What did you plan in 1948 Y. 
A. There was no action or definite plan worked out at that 
time but as I said a study was made. 
page 1138} Q. That study was made by the city! . 
A. It was made by the Planning Commission. 
Q. The Planning Commission represented the city, didn't 
it in making that study¥ 
A. Y~s, sir, that was a study, but it never got anywhere~· .. ·:.:··. 
,except m the study stage. · · '':'I 
Q. It got into the map stage, didn't it 7 :1 
A. Yes. 
• • • 
page 1139} 
• .. • 
Q. Give me your direct evidence on it. 
A. I don't know I can do it word for word but I said 
it started at Lee Street and included the widening of Winston 
Alley, crossing Piedmont about Goode Street, following 
roughly Goode Street with a bend in it that would bring it 
out about where Sullins Street or Sullins Alley comes out, 
and continuing across the railroad connecting with Norway 
to the intersection of the Gate City and Kingsport roads 
forming a parallel to State Street, a parallel street to State 
Street. 
Q. That was practical, wasn't it, from Piedmont to Com-
monwealth, wasn't it a practicable plan Y 
A. It was in a way, yes, sir. 
Q. In what way was it practicable Y . 
A. Well, it would mean widening the street and removing 
certain buildings in the area and the only impracticable thing 
about it was some rather extreme grades on it, that is getting 
up over King Street hill would have been pretty steep. 
Q. That was the only impracticable thing connected with 
with the plan T 
page 1140} A. So far as I know that was the only im-
practicable thing, but one other thing that is still 
in the way, and that is getting across the Southern Railway 
tracks, but I think that can be solved . 
• • • • • 
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page 1141 ~ A. It is problematical of course .. 
Q. How long did they continue to study the 
1948 project we will call it Y · 
A. That was continued for sometime and then if my recol-
lection is correct it was in 1949 the },ede1~a1 government passed 
what is known as the Slum Clearance and ReDevelopment 
Act, and then knowing the conditions of the blighted area 
through which a part of this proposed route would have to 
pass, we began to investigate the possibility of getting Fed-
eral aid for the project, using the 1949 Act, as a basis for the 
application, and it was then we asked Mr. Pat Moo:re to start 
his investigation which culminated in thio report you have in 
evidence. 
Q. So the present redevelopment project under considera-
tion now and in litigaton is an extension of a city J)'roposition 
previous to that time which had nothing to do with the blighted 
area, isn't itY Am I not stating a fact? 
A. !"don't think.you can quite put it that way, l&. Widener~ 
It does definitely have something to do with the blighted area. 
Q. You didn ''t get the question. I said the present redevel-
opment project under consideration is an extension of the 
1948 project, is it not 1 
.A. I would say it is I! part of it bni an exten-
page 1142 r sion only in the sense to comply with the Act. 
You have to tttke in an area to comply with the 
Government regulations covering redevelopment. You can-
not just develop one· street or one particular section, you have: 
to develop a certain area in and around that blighted area 
that "rill permit its redevelopment and that is the· term that is 
used, redevelopment, in an orderly manner, which will be for 
the benefit of the city and the people. 
Q. When you started out in 1948 to study the problems you 
then decided to solve them by building a street, isn't tl1at a 
fact? 
A. That is what we hoped. 
Q. Wasn't that all you hoped to dof 
A. In 1948 that was all we had in mind. 
Q. That was in 1948f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. If you had not decided to convert it into the present 
project wlmt would you have done with the 1948 project, 
would you have completed it? · 
A. I think not. I think it would have been completelv. 
dropped.. · 
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Q. Why do you say that T 
A. For the reason the entire expense of that would have had 
to be borne by the City of Bristol, Virginia, 
page 1143 r whereas the assistance we get from the Federal 
· government under the Redevelopment Act, I 
have forgotten the proportion but I believe it is approxi-
mately seventy per cent borne by the Federal government 
and thirty per cent by the City of Bristol, Virginia. It is all 
set up in that Brochure, so in 'order to get the Federal aid 
in this thing we had to extend the area beyond just the 
bounds of a street. 
Q. In order to build that street you bad to find a blighted 
area, didn't you? 
A. I beg your pardon 1 . 
Q. You said you wouldn't have built the street because you 
didn't have the money, didn't you? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now in 1949 you found out you could build it if you could 
get that area down there declared to be a blighted area. 
A. No, sir, I.beg to differ with you. The fact the proposed 
street ran through what we considered and what is, in my 
opinion, a blighted area, was what determined the thing. We 
didn't try to bend the street around to get it into a blighted 
area but it naturally fell through it. 
Q. And it was the thought of Federal money that caused 
you to convert the area ·from a street to a blighted area Y 
A. Oh, no. 
Q. You said you couldn't go on with it because 
page 1144 r you didn't have the money. 
A. That is true. 
Q. When you found out you could find a blighted area and· 
the money you converted the plan Y 
A. No, sir. The plan went exactly where this plan showed 
it, it didn't go anywhere else except it took advantage of the 
fact it is a blighted area. 
Q. You say your first ·plan was to build that street in 1948? 
A. That's right. 
Q. And you found out you didn't have the money¥ 
A. That's right. 
Q. Your object was to get the money, wasn't it? 
A. Yes, sir, to make an improvement for the city and get 
the sti:eet through. 
• • • • • 
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page 1145 r 
• • • • 
Q. Then you decided to enlarge the area and enlarge the 
plan. 
A. We decided when the 1949 Act was passed which en-
r 
abled us or which showed us we could secure Federal money 
Jor the purpose and obviously the Planning Commission I 
think would have been derelict in its duty if" it had not availed 
itself of the opportunity to get that money to improve the 
,: City and do this the same as they take Federal money to im-
- prove the streets. 
Q. That isn't the question I asked you. I asked you if you 
had not wanted to complete that street planned in 1948 which 
is the present street, you never would have applied for Fed-
eral money, would you 1 
• 
page 1146 ~ 
• • 
A. That is a question that might or might not be answered 
in the affirmative, but at that time the Bristol, Virginia Re-
development Housing Authority was studying several areas 
in the city for a possible slum clearance program, and that 
was one area which was under consideration, so it may have 
applied for money street or no street. 
Q. Did that original plan'. in 1948 go north of Sullins Street? 
A. So far as I know it did not go north of Sullins Street, 
no, sir. 
• • • • • 
page 1147 r 
• • • . . 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By :Mr. Woodward: 
Q. Mr. Kea.rf ott, did your own knowledge play any part in 
your approval of that Brochure, I mean did you rely entirely 
on the report of Harrison, Ballard and Allen without any 
knowledge of your own? 
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A. No, sir, we ha<l made an inspection, the Planning Com-
mission and I had gone through the area a number of times. 
We had investigated a lot of the area, sections in the area, and 
talked to a number of citizens living in that area, and we did 
uot rely entirely on that. That was simply you might say 
the physical basis of it after we had investigated and in fact 
the Planning Commission was consulted by Harrison, Ballard 
.and Allen on a number of occasions. They submitted pre-
liminary copies of the maps which we asked them to chang 
to facilitate better circulation and better .arrangement of the 
grounds and all in consultation with the Planning Commission . 
• • 
page 1148 } Examination by the Court: 
Q. Is there any reason in the natural growth 
.adjacent to this area, assuming this redevelopment is estab-
lished, is there any reason to assume the place of business 
behind the houses facing on Cumberland Street, the resi-
dences, would have any different effect on those residences 
than the placing of business houses fronting on Piedmont 
Street had on residences facing on J a.mes Street when Pied-
mont Street was constructed 7 
A. I think there would be no difference in the effect, your 
Honor, one from the other. 
Q. In the actions of the Planning Commission did you 
gentlemen take your action on the basis of any examination 
-0f the interiors of the buildings or personal interviews with 
responsible occupants other than what came through the 
Brochure filed as Exhibit No. 1 to the Bill T 
A. No, sir, the Planning Commission, no members of it, 
so far as I know, entered the inside of the buildings. I think 
Mr. Moore and his assistants did enter some of them but I 
cannot be positive. but I am sure the Planning Commission did 
not. 
• • • • 
page 1150} 
• • • • • 
Q. What would be your opinion with reference to Sullins 
Street with reference to changing from residences to business Y 
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A. I think that retains definitely its residential 
page 1151 ~ c-haracter all the· way through on Sullins Street .. 
Q. Do you have any opinion as to the reason-
able probabilities whethe1~ a trend to business will develop in 
that area! 
A. Your Honor, if I may state, studies that have been made 
of land used in Bristol by the Planning Commission,. it is 
p.e:finitely felt that in any expansion of the central business 
"district of Bristol, Virginia it will have to be over the Cum-
berland Street hill, which takes in this area as well, and every-
thing· is filled up in the direction of the railroad to Lee and 
over on Moore · and Piedmont and any extension of business 
will have to go over the hill, and for that reason a certain 
portion of Johnson and J runes Street have been zoned for busi-
ness, and we feel sooner or later, how soon I cannot say, but 
that whole area clear across to Commonwealth will become 
a business district. It may be a long time but we feel it will 
come. 
Q. If that happens, what effect would that have on any 
blighted properties t 
A. It would clean it up because blighted property would 
obviously be taken out and made into a business area . 
• • 
page 1153.} 
• 
Q. Let me ask another question. Mr. Kearfott, yon 
have stated you oonsidered the present topography of the 
project an impediment to the location of business· ,~ithin that 
area in the absence of the project. 
A. That is correct. 
Q. Now I ask yorr if you have any opinion as to the ability 
of private capital to carry out the grading there in order to 
eliminate the impediment which you say in your opinion ex-
ists? 
A. If you use the word ability there is no question about 
ability, but whether it is desirable or economical it would be· 
another question. No question about the ability of it, that 
private capital would be plenty able to do it, but whether it 
would be economical and feasible without fed-
page 1154 r eral aid is another question. 
Q. Let me ask you if you have any opinion as 
to the economic feasibility of it by private capital Y 
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A. I think it would be very much of a gamble on the part 
of private capital to do that much grading with the hope of 
selling the land at anywhere what it would cost to do the 
grading. 
Q. Is the grading, or regrading of that property piece 
meal practicable 01 
A. l think not 
• • • • 
page 1156} 
• • • • 
JOHN W. STO:VER 
the next witness, called by and on behalf of the defendants, 
being first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Stant: 
• • • 
page 1160 ~ 
• • • • • 
The Witness: That reflects the total number over a certain 
period, from this beginning d·a te January 4, 1951 
page 1161 ~ the serial number was 8038, then in December, 
on December 31, 1953, the serial number was 
19514. The difference between those two numbers would re-
flect the number of persons charged in Bristol, Virginia . 
• • • • 
page 1178 ~ 
Q. I want to ask you about ano.ther specific item. Early 
in September, 1953 will you tell me whether or not you found 
in an address in Sullins Alley, I believe the Steve Blevins 
home, one Mattie Hensley, and anybody else and, 
page 1179 ~ if so, in what condition and where you found 
them? 
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A. I found her at 15. Sullins Alley lying cm a bed tnat was 
broken down, the tail end of the bed was down . 
• 
.A. She ·was lying on the bed and there were about thirty-
seven empty pint whiskey bottles about the -room, an:d there 
r was evidence on the floor of urine and other excreta, and she was aparently under the inflp.ence of whiskey, and in the next room there was a man lying across the bed apparently under ; · the influence of whiskey, and in the next room in a littre, closet 
, it was filled up with paper and excreta and papel' used in con-
nection with the toilet was around about the floor, and no 
water, no cooking utensils or dishes or electricity. 
Q. Any signs of f oodl a.r,ound the, Foom? 
A. No, sir, except a,round the· be:d that- Biliie Hensley was 
on, and there could have been evidence of a sandwich or some-
thing like that, I wouldn't be too sure. 
Q~ Can, you remember what part of the build-
page 1180 }- ing that was in? I think there is a basement of 
some kind and then a room above that. 
A. It was on the main floor of the building, what you would 
call the room above. 
Q. Do you remember how you got word of their being in 
there, whether throug·h somebody else or otherwise r 
.A. Yes, sir, Mrs. Duncan or somebody else reported to me 
that Billie had been down there some considerable time in that 
condition. 
· Q.. Are you ref erring to Mrs. Duncan who lives· at 30 King 
Street between Sullins Street and Sullins, .Alley? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q~ .And· you went down, there then, did· you?' 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you take a picture at the time showing what you 
found, what you have just testified to? 
.A. Yes, sir, T took a picture of the front room where Billie 
Hensley was, and the second room where, I believe the man's 
name was Massie, where he was, I took two pictur.es~ one in 
the first room and one in the second room. 
Q·~ You refer to ''Billie·'', is she- the· woman in the: bed? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q·. Is that Billie Hensley? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Bristol Redev. & .l:oonsin:g Auth.,, v. J. B~ Denton, et al. SZ3 
John W. Btot'er. 
page 1181 } The Court: Di:d you also call her Mattie 
The ·witness: Yes,. sir,. she is alsO' known. as 
.Mattie Hensley. 
Q. ·what was the man's nameJ 
A. I believe his name ~asi Massiie~ 
Q~ Do yeu; kil<inv his :fiJ:st namef 
~ :t~\~~'.Y~~ :M me tl!iat did; not aippear .on: your lisW~ 
A.. That is :urght,. no· aFr.est wa& made at' that tune. .. '1 
Q~. I hand you a picture: showing a woman lying: on a broken I 
down bed and a11other one showing: a man in a bed. Are these· 
the pictures you took? 
A .. Yes:,, sir;.. 
Mr. Stant: We· offer thes~ pictures, in. evidence as Exhibits 
Nos. 110 and: 111.. · i 
• • • • 
J)age 1185 ~ 
• • 
Q. 1\!r~. Stov:-er; what. do·, you· say about Sullins Alley ever 
'.Sinca you have· been; Ont the Police: force: as a troublesome spot 
from the standpoint of arrests, policing, etc.? 
A. It has, been a troublesome· spot,, no1 question about that 
in my mind. 
Q. Can you say about what it is by comparison, how'it staoks 
up· a:s to the number of arrests or.· otherwise,. or 
page 1186 } let's put it this way,. have: you. made any calcu-
lation of the number of arr.ests in Sullins Alley 
beginning with- the: year 1951 and: ending with nine months· of 
1954; have you- made· a·. tabulation· o:f that.?· 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What does it showt· 
• • • • 
A. It showed forty-six arrests: i111 195l, forty-six in- 1952, 
seventy-seven arrests in.1953 and for ten months of' 1954 it 
showed ninetv-five arrests. 
Q. Can you think of any other·short street-or-area in:wliich 
you'have the same problems or as many of them.T 
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A. No, sir, all through the years it has. been an area of 
much bootlegging activities and for the past four years we 
have averaged about ten per year or about one-fourth of the 
total bootlegging apprehensions throughout the city have 
occurred in the Sullins Alley area. 
Q. The removal of '' The Shoot'' has been mentioned. Do 
you remember not the date but approximately when that took 
r .. ,···· place! . 1 . .,:-·:1 · · .. ·page 1187 r A. Sometime in the middle. forties somewhere,. ( after World War II, I would say around 1947. r Q. What has been your observation as to whether the pass-I ing of '' The Shoot'' has affected one way or the other the 
troubles you have on Sullins Alley? 
A. It reduced the number of houses down there but I don't 
think it has reduced the police problems any. 
Q. Can you tell the Court whether that alley, in your judg-
ment, requires more or less policing than any other alley of 
the same size in the city Y 
A. Yes, sir, it requires more than any other alley. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Sr.: 
Q. Mr. Stover, while it is on our minds let's get back to 
this woman Mattie Hensley you were just talking about. vVhat 
was the date when you found her up, there and took those 
picturesf . 
A. It was a little over a year ago. I don't know the exact 
date. 
Q. After this law suit started t 
A. I don't know whether this suit was started then or not .. 
Q. How did you happen to take the pictures Y 
A. I had a complaint that Billie was np there 
page 1188 r three or four days with no food and was drinking 
and apparently going to die if something wasn't 
done for her. 
Q. How did you happen to take a photograph of herf 
A. When I heard the conditions described to me I elected 
to take a camera down with me and took the picture when I 
went in, before I said a word. 
Q. Do you usually do thaU . 
A. No, sir, I don't. I never had any situation like that 
before though? 
Q. You knew she was a cripple t 
A. Yes, sir. 
Bristol Redev. & Housing Auth., v. J. B. Denton, et al. 525 
John lV. Stover. 
Q. You know she is an alcoholic? 
A. Yes, she is an alcoholic. 
Q. And you knew she was a sick woman ·1 
A. She was in bad shape. 
Q. Don't you know you got her over on :Moore Street and 
brought her down here? 
A. I didn't know that. I testified I didn't know where she 
was arrested. 
Q. Had you heard that? 
A. I don't recall that. I had heard she was picked up. 
Q. You know she has been on the Welfare Department? 
A. Yes, sir, she has. , 
Q. And you had her sent away as an alcoholicf 
page 1189. ~ A. I didn't have her sent away at that time. 
I reported the circumstances to the W eltare De-
partment and furnished them with the picture. 
Q. She has been sent away on account of being an alcoholic, 
hasn't she? 
A, Yes, sir. 
Q. You knew at the time you went to Sullins Alley she was 
an alcoholic, you knew it previous to that, didn't you; didn't 
you know who you were going to see? 
A. Yes, sir. 
• • • • 
page 1197 ~ 
• • • • 
Q. Does it at all Y 
A. Yes, if you want to call Ballard Hobbs' house down there 
his residence it shows that. Some of them their arrest coin-
cided with their residence but the majority didn't. · 
Q. Other than that they didn't, did they? 
A. No, sir. 
• e • • 
page 1201 ~ 
• • • • • 
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Q. Do you have any calls from Rice Terrace or Johnson 
Court, or ever make any arrests at either of those places 1 
A. Yes, sir, we do. 
The Court: },or the record what a.re those two places, Mr. 
Stover! 
The Witness: The Federal Housing Authority buildings 
here. 
Q. What sort of people live in Johnson Court f 
A. Johnson Court is a housing project for colored people. 
Q. And is Rice Terrace for white people 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I will ask you to make a list of the arrests in those two 
housing·. units for the same period you have covered here in 
Exhibit No. 109, a, b, and c. 
Mr. Woodward: As City Attorney I object to the request. 
I am willing for the records to be made available 
page 1202 ~ to counsel for the Complainants, and they may 
make their own lists, but the Chief of Police is 
employed in his duties for the City and over and above making 
the city records concerning this case available to Complain-
ants, I don't believe they have any right to ask for any such 
list to be made by Mr. Stover. 
Mr. ·widener, Sr.: Your Honor, I thought this was concern-
ing all people in the city, and as City Attorney it concerns him 
and the Chief of Police. He has been making comparisons and 
we have asked for tbe easiest thing we thoug·ht he could do, a 
list of the arrests in Rice Terrace and Johnson Court and the 
summons, and we think we are entitled to them, and we can't 
make them, and he is a witness on cross examination. They 
put him on to make comparisons. We didn't put him on and 
they have shown arrests, I don't know how many, outside the 
area, but this is a very simple comparison we are asking to 
be made by this witness. He said before noon he could make 
it without any trouble. The idea of his being immune be-
cause he is Chief of Police I don't think he himself would 
want that. All the tax payers are paying the city officials. 
I don't think that is a p1~oper objection. 
page 1203} 
• 
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. Q. You spoke of the bootlegging houses at 
page 1204 } present in Sullins Alley. I believe there are-14, 
15, 16, 17, 833 and 43-those are the dwelling 
houses. Did you mean to say all those houses are bootlegging 
.establishments 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Which ones are t 
A. 14, 16, 15, 17 and 47. 
Q. No. 47 is ''Many Wonders" isn't iU 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you asked the Commonwealth Attorney to prose-
,cute an injunction suit, against any of them knowing they are 
bootlegging establishments 1 
A. I don't think I have, no, sir. 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Stant: 
• 
·page 1205} 
• • • • 
Q. It is very apparent, is it not, Mr. Stover, that in this 
long list of people you see here with an arrest location given 
.as Sullins Alley, that the greater part of them are not resi-
dents of Sullins Alley; isn't that true 7 
.l\. Yes, sir, that is true. 
• • • 
. page 1207} 
• • • • 
ROBERT L. MORRISON 
the next witness, called by and on behalf of the Defendants, 
being first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Woodward: 
page 1209} 
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Q. Mr. Morrison, will yo'll; please state in your own words 
what connection you, as City Manager of Bristol, Vhginiar 
have had with the Sullins Street Redevelopment Project 1 If 
you will, sir, start right at the beginniug and go right through 
it, please. 
page 1210 > A. Well, in 1948, the latter part of 1948, in . 
a meeting with the Planning Commission I found r--. they :were studying areas of Bristo] in the determination of 
i::' needs of expanding the resources of Bristol's manufacturing" 
f business and residential areas and in connection with zoning. 
At that time there was a definite need being studied by the 
Planning Commission for a parallel street from the center 
of town through to the west end connecting with Euclid Ave-
nue as an extension for that end of town. I think it was 
in the sununer of 1949, as I recall it, there came a pamphlet 
from the government ove:r my desk announcing· the passage 
of the redevelopment Title I section of the Redevelopment 
and Housing Division of the Housing and Home Finance 
Agency federal project whereby funds. were being made avail-
able to localities for redevelopment purposes in connection 
with areas which were termed to be deteriorated,. and not in 
condition for varied uses and to meet new requirements of 
a city, and at that time I discussed with the Planning Com-
mission that possibly the area they had under discussion of 
trying to g.et a local street from Piedmont through to Com-
monwealth Avenue and beyond might in some way be termed 
as a redevelopment area for the city, and I suggested to 
them that they proceed to find out whether or not the area 
could be termed as complying with the government regula-
tions. They suggested then to me that we employ Mr. Moore 
to make a survey of the area for the Planning 
page 1211 }- Commission and to determine with them just 
· what the conditions of the area would be to see 
whether or not in their opinion it would meet with any of 
the federal regulations, and also as it might comply with the 
state act. This was done and Mr. :Moore made a preliminary 
report wiiich he presented to me and I in turn gave it to the 
Planning Commission for their study. 
Q. I show you a pamphlet labeled Exhibit No. 105 and 
ask you if that is the report of Mr. Moore to which you have 
just ref erred Y . 
A. Yes, sir, this is the report given to me by Mr. Moore~ 
Q. Now, will you continue, please 1 
A. Upon a check of the local report of Mr. Moore I went 
over the matter or the Planning Commission went over the 
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matter and returned it to me with the idea we present it to 
the City Council for their consideration as to whether or not 
they considered this to be a feasible project for the city to 
undertake. 
The City Council, following through on the study of that 
preliminary report suggested through a resolution that tlw 
local Housing Authority proceed to ask for preliminary funds 
for the actual survey to be made by the Housing Authority 
to see whether or not the actual survey condi-
page 1212 ~ tions would be accepted as a federal project and 
approval of a federal loan for a project of that 
type. 
Q. I show you Exhibit No. 106 in this case. "'Will you con-
sult that please and state if the resolution shown therein is the 
resolution of the City Council to which you hav~ just referred? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Will you continue, please? 
A. Following· the approval of the Council the Bristol Rede-
velopment and Housing Authority filed an application with 
the F. H. A., as to the feasibility of the project and submitting 
also the preliminary data which had been previously supplied 
to the Planning Commission and to the City by Mr. Moore, 
and the project application was accepted by the federal di-
vision of the Housing and Home Finance Agency and funds 
were approved and allocation was made for preliminary 
studies or surveys and engineering in connection with ~ho 
work. I have forgotten just tl1e amount of funds made avail-
able, probably you have that in the record, by the. Federal 
Ag·ency, following which the local Housing Authority em-
ployed the engineering staff of Harrison, Ballard and Allen 
as consulting planning engineers to make the preliminary 
surveys, and obtain the engineering data necessary for a com-
plete filing of the unit of development. This they did and 
presented to the local Housing Authority a com-
page 1213 ~ plete report, preliminary report, in the fall of 
· 1951. I don't recall the exact date, probably 
November, 1951. Upon a study of that preliminary report, 
which the Bristol Housing Authority presented to the fed-
eral agency they approved the preliminary work and the pro-
ject as complying with the eRsential data of the federal re-
quirements and allowed them to proceed with the additional 
project application, for (interrupted) . 
• • • • • 
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A. (Continuing) for a continuance of the engineering phases 
of the entire project, and of the layout of a redevelopment 
area to see whether or not such a project would be economi-
cally sound and to have sufficient data compiled by the engi-
neering firm to give to the Housing Authority and from them 
back to the city, the c.ity council would need that to take 
action as to whether or not the project should be undertaken 
by the city, and a final application made for funds which could 
be made available by the federal government for 
page 1214 ~ the construction of the project. 
Q. Let me interrupt you there. You have testi-
fied concerning a preliminary report made by the staff of 
Harrison, Ballard and Allen. 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you have uny consultation or conferences with any 
of their staff at the time'the report was being madeY 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you advised as to the contents of the teport, did 
you actually see the report T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you have any conferences with the Planning Com-
mission in connection with the survey being made by Harrison, 
Ballard and Allen or with Mr. KearfotU 
A. Yes, sir, those conferences were held quite often ,,rith 
M:r. Kearfott as Chairman of the Planning Commission, and 
with the engineers who were here on the project at the time. 
That is the preliminary report. 
Q .. In connection with the redevelopment plan for the pro-
ject both in its formative and tentative stages and in its final 
stage a~ proposed, w~re you C?nsult~d, did you hold confer-
ences with the people mvolved m gettmg that upt 
A. Yes, sir, quite often they would come in the office and 
· I would discuss matters regarding what they 
page 1215 ~ were doing, and they would ask for certain in-
formation that was available in the office of the 
engineer, and I would refer them to the engineering office for 
any data they might need. . 
Q. Go ahead, please. I believe you had gotten to the point 
of the authorization of funds for the preparation of a final 
project plan. 
A. The final project plan was presented to the Council after 
the public hearing of the Housing Authority in July, I be-
lieve, or May probably, 1953, in other words the early summer 
of 1953. The project was ref erred to the Housing Authority 
I believe in March, 1953, anyway in the early part of 1953 
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the project ·was completed and presented to the Housing 
Authority and from the Housing Authority to the Council, 
.and the project was ref erred to my desk and I ref erred it to 
'±he Council., and the Council had an open meeting and dis-
cussion of the project, at which time Mr. Allen, of Harrison, 
Ballard and Allen, presented the project before the Council 
for their study and consideration that night. Prior to that 
time, however, the Council had received the project plan and 
made a detailed study of it themselves as individuals and had,. 
met with a group of citizens at the Bristol Chamber of Com.:. 
merce and discussed the details of the project, at which time 
they (interrupted). 
l\fr. "Widener, Sr.: vVe object to anything they 
page 1216 ~ did at the Chamber of Commerce meeting. 
The Court: You may state the facts, that they 
held a meeting. You can state generally anything about the 
meeting except anything to indicate the tenure of the will of 
that group. 
A. The meeting was held at the Chamber t>f Commerce at 
which time Mr. Raymond of Harrison, Ballard and Allen, who 
was the :final engineering representative of that firm who pre-
pared the detailed Brochure of the project, gave the facts of 
the survey and of the detailed plans of the redevelopment. 
After the Council had passed on the final resolution which 
was presented to them in reference to the acceptance of the 
-project, and they in turn passed a resolution requesting (in-
terrupted). 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: We object, the resolutions speak for 
themselves. 
The Court: That is one of the exhibits to the Bill, isn't it. 
Q. Let me ask you if the resolution of which you speak is 
a part of Exhibit No. 2 to the Bill and Exhibit No. 108 ih 
evidence here? (Showing papers to the witness.) 
A. This is the resolution presented to the Council. 
Q. The date of the resolution was March 17, 1953, and that 
is the resolution of which you speak? 
page 1217 } A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And the final project as prepared and sub-
mitted, Mr. Morrison, is Exhibit No. 102 in evidence in this 
ease, the Brochure, which I show you, is it not, sir Y 
A. Yes, sir . 
• • • • • 
,,. 
W' 
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page 1219 ~ 
• • .. 
Q. Mr .. Morrison, what did you do personally to acquaint 
yourself with the project area¥ 
A. I have been through the project area a number of times 
walking. through it, and I have driven through it, and have 
discussed and reviewed our own records. as. to the topography 
of the project area, and I studied the reports as handed in to 
the Planning Commission in the beginning by Mr. Moore as 
to property values and assessment values, and discussed with 
the Planning Commission the needs of developing (inter-
rupted). 
• • .. .. 
page 122'0 ~ 
• 
Q. Mr. Morrison, did you go inside any of the buildings: 
within the project area Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you or not rely on the report as set forth in the Bro-
chure, E~hibit No. 102,. as to the existing conditions· in the pro-
ject areaf 
A. Yes, sir. 
• 
page 1222 ~ ROBERT E. KELL 
the next witness, called by and on behalf of the-
Defendants, being first duly sworn, was examined and testified 
as follows·: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION~ 
By Mr. Woodward:-
• • • 
page 1223 ~ 
• 
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Q. Will you state what your information was and where you 
got it, sir Y · 
A. At the Council meeting :Mr. Morrison referred to. Mr. 
Moore had just completed a survey of that area in question, 
and I of course, whether it was on that occasion or right after 
it, I received or looked over or studied a copy of the report 
gotten out by the late Mr. Pat Moore, ::Mr. C. P. Moore, Jr., 
who is now deceased. 
Q. I show you what has been introduced in 
page 1224 ~ this case as Exhibit No. 105, is that the report 
to which you ref er and which you .say you studied, 
Mr. Kell! 
A. This is the report, sir. 
Q. Did you discuss the report with the man who made itY 
A. Yes, sir, I did. 
Q. What, if anything, did you do to acquaint yourself with 
the area being surveyed or subject to tho report 0/ ' 
A. v\7ell, when I first heard about it there was also brought 
out in conjunction with the report that there was a new 
federal enactment known as Title I, and that was my first 
knowledge of such enactment and I learned that it would 
probably be incumbent on me as a councilman to make some 
disposition of the matter in the future. I am speaking of in 
the future from the time this came up. I was not familiar 
with the Title or the process of government funds being 
secured for that purpose, and I got further information con-
cerning that and then I asked :Mr. Moore on one Saturday 
afternoon, when I dropped by his office, if he would go over the 
area with me, because there were some questions that had 
arisen in my mind I would like to consult with him about. vVe 
walked down to right in front of Harkrader 's service sta-
tion and went on up to James Street and King Street and we 
walked all over the area. I wouldn't say we covered every bit 
of the ground bnt we spent two hours mostly 
page 1225 ~ walking; and viewing and stopping occasionally 
and talking about the whole area, sir. 
Q. Did you at that time or have you at any subsequent 
time, Mr. Kell, g·one into any of the buildings· within the area 
under consideration t 
A. I have not, sir. 
Q. Now that is what you have been speaking of, Mr. Kell, 
.the inception of the project, beginning with the survey report 
made bv Mr. Mooref 
A. That is right. 
r. 
. 
f-
i 
1·. 
\ 
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Q. ·what investig·ation or action have you as a council mem-
ber taken in connection with the project after thaU 
A. After it was called to our attention? 
Q. Yes, after the trip you made through the area with Mr. 
Moore about which you have just testified 1 
A. Frankly I had some misgivings, I wanted to get some 
some further information, which may have nothing· to do with 
the practical end of it but from a philosophical end I wanted 
to know more about the Title I act itself, because to me it 
was new and I had never heard of it, and I also realized, and 
I am just telling you now what went through my mind, and 
what I did, and I wanted to know a little bit more about the 
· whole provision of the Act, because frankly I realized that 
eventually the question of condemnation might 
page 1226 ~ come up, and that was something· I wanted to 
know a little about, not condemnation but about 
the act itself, not that I would be any expert but I wanted 
to satisfy myself about the act and I wrote for the act and 
also for the debate before the Senate to familiarize myself 
with what the thing was all about. 
Q. You say you wrote for this, did you receive it? 
A. Yes, sir. 
• • 
page 1227 ~ 
* • • 
A. I suppose the next material thing that took place was 
being a party to voting for an application to be made for 
such funds, but primarily with the emphasis on, as I recall 
the resolution, emphasis o~ the fact we were seeking· fun<;ls for 
a preliminary survey, that is in addition to the survey made 
by Mr. Moore. His preliminary survey was the first survey I 
had seen or knowledge I had of the area other than my per-
sonal knowledg·e and I think that was in 1950. 
Q. And you were a member of the Council at that time? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you voted for that resolution as a councilman t 
A. Yes, sir, I voted for that resolution. 
Q. Now after that what was next? . 
A. After that we were informed, and when I say we were 
informed, J had knowledge of the fact they had employed, 
when I say they I mean the Housing· Authority, had employed 
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:an engine.eri.n,g firm, Harrison, Ballard and Allen, and we 
,vere kept informed as to the progress that was being made, 
.and then the next item of any consequence I think in the de-
velopment would be in about 1952 when I saw a 
_page 1228 ~ map that had been submitted by this engineering 
:firm showing the general plan proposed for re-
development at which time there were of course questions 
.asked about this map and about the area. , .. Q. Who was present at that time? ·1 " ·.,, ... 
A. There were two occasions. Once in the Council meeting 
we looked at the map and asked some questions, and then 
the greatest amount of questioning and considering of that 
map took place at t:µe conference room of the Chamber of 
Commerce, and ~at seems to me to have been sometime in 
1952, or some such time, at which there were a number of 
people present, I being one, and Mr. Raymond of Harrison, 
Ballard and Allen, and Mr. Kearfott and Mr. Hassinger, that 
I recall. I don't recall if all the Council members were present 
hut some thirty or forty people were there, and the map was 
then put up and a number of questions asked. 
Q. Will you continue then after that time, what did you 
<lo, or what action did you take as a Council member in con-
11.ection with the projectY 
A. Of course during that time we then knew definitely that 
-the plan was g·oing to be presented. We had not at this time 
·seen the little Brochure and we had access to the maps and 
then the public hearing took place in early ,January, 1953 or 
some such date as that, a public hearing was held 
page 1229 ~ in the Council Chamber. 
Q. Were you present at that hearingY 
A. I was, sir. 
Q. What took place after that? 
A. After that there was a period of maybe three months 
l1ad elapsed in which the Council was concerned about one 
particular phase of the project, and that dealt with the ques-
tion, we were leading up to the final passage of the act, or of 
the plan as presented and recommended by the Housing Au-
thority, and the Planning Commission, and there was one 
particular thing that seemed to strike the Council, that there 
'Should be a change made in. 
Q. What was that t 
A. It was brought out at the public hearing that, and of 
~ourse this was only brought out by some good citizens in the 
,. 
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area, who said they had a feeling that this was being done 
with an idea of some people in the city speculating on that 
land after it was redeveloped in order to make a killing .. 
• .. r page 1230 } • 
• •· .. 
Q .. Go ahead with your answer. 
A .. "\¥hen it came up for official action before the City Coun-
cil the Council I think, as I recall, was unanimous in request-
ing a change be made in the resolution in drawing up the 
necessary legal documents for this project to be sure that 
speculation of that type was not involved in the project .. That 
was the gist of it:i sir. 
Q. Did you or not vote for the Council's resolution approv-
ing the findings and the project f 
A. Yes, sir. 
• • • 
page 1232 f 
• .. 
Q. Did you consider it a very important matter before the 
Council! 
A. Yes, sir, exceedingly so. 
Q. And you voted for it¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I want to ask you what factual reasons you had, in-
cluding what you had done yourself, what you had studied 
yourself, what were- those reasons which led you to approve 
this resolution which at the time contained a finding that 
there was a blighted area within this project! 
0 0 • 
page 1233 ~ 
• 
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The Court: We won't get into any controversy over that at 
this time. The Court has undertaken to adhere 
page 1234 ~ to the Court's ruling which will e:x1clude the 
opinion of the witnesses and only the circum-
stances and facts within their knowledge and the acts of the 
City Council is an opinion officially expressed and that is 
admissible and has been proven and his personal opinion 
is not admissible but he can state any fact by which he was 
actuated in voting as he did officially. 
Q. Is that clear, Mr. KelU 
A. I hope so and I don't want to go astray. As a matter 
of fact to me it is a fact that the area that we were passing 
on for redevelopment was one that was deteriorating from 
a residential aspect and, the rea.son I am hesitating I don't 
want to go farther than I should. 
Q. There will be an objection if you do, so go right ahead. 
A. And the next fact, and I say to me it was· a fact, that the 
area would not be one available for commercial development 
because of its topography without a chang·e in the contour of 
that area. That was number one. 
Number two was the city, I felt as a fact, needed off-street 
parking facilities in greater quantity. 
Number three, r felt that there would be a better traffic 
circulation if Oak Street came into that area known as the 
parking area and the proposed streets were con-
page 1235 ~ structecl. 
That is it primarily and essentially. 
Q. Did you do anything, Mr. Kell, to satisfy yourself as to 
the cost of acquiring the property within the area 1 
A. Oh, yes, we spent quite a bit of time, the entire Council 
did, and when we were talking to Mr. Raymond and also we, 
at least I wanted to get straight in my mind exactly how the 
financial arrangements would be worked out, because at first 
I ·thought it was a little queer and complicated, and then to be 
sure that this property had been appraised and what it was 
going to cost us to acquire it was one factor, and we had had 
an engineer, at least the Housing Authority had an engineer 
and the City Manager check on those costs, and we asked one 
of our Council members, who had real estate training to check 
properties in the area to see if the evaluation that had been 
placed on them in the survey was anything then like reason-
able to avoid our being confronted with a larger contribution 
than we might have anticipated. 
Q. Who was that councilman 1 
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A. Thaf was Mr. Duke Moretz, but that was only done as a 
check. 
Q. Did you or not receive a favorable report from Mr. 
Moretz 1 
A. We did. 
~. page 1236 ~ 
* * • * 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Sr.: 
Q. Your information, your factual information, with refer-
ence to the _physical layout of this area, this redevelopment 
area, is based on the Brochure of the engineering firm and on 
a two hours walk with Mr. Moore through the area one after-
noon, isn't that righU 
A. That plus my circulation through the area for fifteen 
years. 
Q. That was a casual circulation, you didn't go through 
to value it as a redevelopment project on those trips, did 
you? 
A. No, sir. 
• • • 
page 1237 ~ MARTIN A. HASSINGER 
the next witness, called by and on behalf of the 
Defendants, being first duly sworn, was examined and testi-
fied as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. ·woodward: 
• • 
Q. What connection have you had or do you have with the 
city government of Bristol, Virginia, 
A. I served on the school board for six years and on the 
City Council for the last five years. 
Q. You are presently a member of the City Council? 
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A. Yes,, sir. 
:page 1238} Q. Mr. Hassinger, as a member of the City 
Council when did you :first learn of the proposed 
.Sullins Street project? 
A. I actually heard about it in 1948, which was a year before 
I came on the Council, and then shortly after I came on the 
Council in 1949 I had a conversation with Mr. Moore about a 
:secon~ State Street, North State Street. T~en. in 1950 the .. ~ ... 
Council was asked for some money for a prehmmary survey;v ··'''1  
for a redevelopment project to be done by Mr. C. P. Moore~ :I 
Then sometime later the Council was asked by the Housing 
Authority for approval to have a preliminary survey made by 
the Housing Authority. That was the early part of my con-
nec.tion ·with it. 
Q. Are you familiar with the area covered by the proposed 
Sullins Street Project 1 
A. Yes, sir, I am. I have done business in Bristol, Vir-
ginia, for twenty-five years and I am familiar with a good 
part of Bristol. 
Q. Have you actually been over the area covered f 
A. Yes, sir. After we granted the preliminary funds for the 
preliminary survey, ~r I should say funds for the preliminary 
survey, I walked over a good part of it. I parked my car at 
the Synagogue and walked down Sullins Alley and came back 
Sullins Street and then a short time later I took 
page 1239 ~ a friend of mine and went over the same area. 
At that time I did not think a great deal ·about 
the feasibility of the project on account of the large amount 
-of grading, and I was trying to satisfy myself about the out-
crop of rock that might be in the area and that was my pur-
pose for walking the area. 
Q. How many times have you been through the proposed 
:area with a view to the consideration of the project, I don't 
mean just being casually over it as a resident of Bristol, Mr. 
Hassinger? 
A. You mean since I heard about the project~? 
Q. Yes, with a consideration of the project itself. 
A. Well, in addition to the two times I walked over the 
-streets I would say I have driven through the area at least 
a dozen times looking at various aspects of the situation, 
under consideration for redevelopment. 
Q. You spoke of a preliminary report made by Mr. C. P. 
Moore, Jr., did you see the report? 
A. Yes, sir, that is the report with the pictures in it, made 
I believe in early 1950. · 
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Q. I show you Exhibit No. 105 and ask you to examine it 
and state if that is the repgrt that you saw? 
A. Yes, sir,. that is the report tllat was presented to the 
Council which I saw at that time. 
Q. You state you saw the report.. To what 
page 1240 } extent did you examine it¥ 
A. Well, during the Council meeting we passed 
~' it aronnd among the yariou~ ~ouncil members .an~ I· would f;v . 'say I looked at each picture rn 1t and each page m it. 
i Q. Did you or not vote for the July, 1950 resolution passed 
by the Council approving an application for an allocation for 
federal funds and for the advancement of federal funds for a 
survey to· be made Y 
.l\.. Yes, sir, I voted for that. 
Q. What other connection did you have with this project 
after 1950, when you voted for the resolution t 
.A.. Well, after the preliminary survey was authorized I 
walked over the· area after that time, and I think the next 
time when I spent much time on it was the Chamber of Com-
merce meeting wheµ Mr. Raymond was here. 
Q. Yon attended that meeting, did you c? 
A. Yes, sir, I attended that meeting· and. Mr. Raymond 
explained the method of taking the drillings for the rock. The 
rock of course had been my principal worry about the project 
and when he showed me a graph of the rock drilling tests, 
that were made that convinced me that rock was not going 
to be a problem on the job, and previously to that I ha.d had 
my doubts about the feasibility of the job on aceount of th~ 
cost of removing· the rock. The drilling tests 
page 1241 ~ showed that very little rock would be hit in the 
excavation. 
Also at that Chamber of Commerce meeting I became con-
vinced that the portion that the City would have to pay would 
not be bevond their means. 
Then after this Chamber of Commerce meeting, or I mig·ht 
say at the Chamber of Commerce meeting, I finally made up 
my mind that the projec.t was feasible and within the ability of 
the City, and after that time I have never had any doubts~ 
After that I attended the public hearings held in the court-
house by the Planning Board and then later in the year when 
the final plan was presented to the Council I voted for its ap-
proval. 
Q. WiII you state, Mr. Hassinger, what factual reasons 
you had, if any, for registering your vote with the· Council 
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on the final approval of this plan and of the finding by the 
Council that there was a blighted or deteriorated area within 
the project. 
· Mr. Widener, Sr: We object to that question for reasons 
heretofore stated to similar question. 
The Court : Overruled. 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: Exception.. ~ 
A. I have stated my reasons for considering the project \ 
feasible from a financial standpoint becaus-e I had satisfied my 1 
mind that rock would not be encountered in any 
page 1242 ~ great amount. As for a blighted ar~a, I have 
lived in Bristol, Virginia and done business in 
Bristol, Virginia, furnishing several millou dollars worth of 
building material during that time, and I have had three 
specific occasions to deal in this area, the first of which was 
approximately twenty years ago whe~ the Blne Stocking 
Club, a social service org·anization, established a settlement 
house which they termed a "Friendship House'' in Sullins 
Alley, and which they asked me to look after getting· in shape· 
to use. I had a meeting with one of the women of that orga-
nization at this house, and as a result helped clean the house-
up and do some painting work on it so it could be used. 
Q. The second specific occasion on which I had business 
in this area was the building of a two-family apartment house 
at 49 King Street, which faces King Alley. This was a build-
ing worth approximately $15,000 in 1940, and our company 
rented it for several years to various tenants. It was our 
e:>..'l)erience that we were not able to keep so-called permanent 
tenants and during the course of our rental of this apartment 
with one exception the tenants we;re what might be called 
transfont, because they came in town from out of town, lived 
in the apartment for a year or two and either moved in some 
other part of town or moved out of town. ,v e had such an· 
unsatisfactory experience renting this apartment 
page 1243 ~ that we finally sold it for considerably less than 
it would have broug·ht in some other part of town. 
The third experience I lrnve bad in this area has been with 
some Boy Scouts with whom I worked during the period 1940 
to 1950. During that time I have worked with several Boy 
Scouts who lived in the area. · 
Q. ,~vhat was your connection with scouting· at that time? 
A. I was the Scout l\iaster during that ten year period. 
r. ' ' 
f 
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Q. Scout Master of a troop here? 
A. Of Troop 8, sponsored by the State Street Methodist 
Church. I was closely associated with two boys who lived 
on Sullins Street and remember particularly one visit within 
the home of one of these boys. During that time many times 
I took these boys home after the Scout meetings or after re-
turning from camping trips. 
Q. Mr. Hassinger, do you have an opinion as to the area 
,\.Tithin the project as a residential ·section of Bristol, Vir-
ginia, that is, as to whether or not it has improved or de-
teriorated or is holding its own as a residential section of 
Bristol since you have been in Bristol 1 
A. I have seen a gradual deterioration of that section within 
the last twenty-five years. 
Q. Do you have an opinion as to whether or not that de-
terioration you have observed has ceased Y 
page 1244 ~ A. Do you mean by ceasing has it reached the 
bottom or is there hope for it to come up or what t 
Q. Either, has it reached the bottom or is there hope for it 
to improve? 
A. The problem as I see it for improvement is that so many 
of those houses would not be worth the amount of repair 
work that would have to be done on them to make it an im-
proved locality. 
Q. In its present condition, tha!t is assuming- that this 
project should be abandoned, what value does this ·section have 
for development as a business section Y 
A. The objection I see to it from a business standpoint is 
that unless some small group would attempt to develop a 
large area the streets are not adaptable to business property. 
A street such as, well, take the wider street in the project 
such as Sullins Street, might have some value on the west end 
for a business, or from a business standpoint, but the outlet 
of Sullins Street into King Street almost prevents it from 
being business property on the eastern half, and of course 
Vv est Lawn and Sullins Alley are entirely too narrow for 
business property in the shape they are in now. 
Q. Does the elevation or grade play any part, in your 
opinion, I mean of the area Y 
A. That, of course, has always been the major 
page 1245 ~ handicap to that area. Coming up King Street, 
Sullins Street and Sullins Alley, you get up to 
such a point, such a high point, above State Street that I 
cannot imagine any very good business property being built 
in such an inaccessible ~rea. 
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Q. Mr. Hassinger, you spoke of at one time owning .a build-
ing on King Street, approximately across from Kings Alley, 
.containing apartments which you rented. Did you learn any 
:reasons why you were unable to keep permanent tenants T 
A. I can remember two tenants in particular who com-
plained about the tr.affic that was on King Street, and par-
ticularly the activity of the Police Department. I can re-
:C~1f!::J~~ !e~f !:~!:h!~ =J>!:;:;:i:teta~~0fi;e i;oli:,~ 
patrol cars up there so often when they had visitors and also '·,:· 
the number of times that (interrupted). . : 
CROSS EXAMINATIOR 
.By Mr. ~Widener, Sr.-: 
• .• 
page 1246} Q. You may finish your answer, Mr. Hassinger. 
A. He complained that a number of times 
drunks were encountered in the .street in front of the apart-
ment. · 
Q. You used the word they complained of the traffic. Do 
you mean the number of motor .vehicles or what did you mean 
by that? 
A. What he meant was the number of times the police car 
-came back and forth on King Street . 
• 
page 1254 } Q. ·who were the two boys in whose home you 
visited on Sullins Street 7 
A. One was a Jones boy who has since moved away, in 
fact they have both moved away from town. One of them, the 
boy whose home I was in, was a McDaniel boy, I think his 
-.first name was Harry, and I think at the present time they 
a.re living in Buffalo. 
• • 
page 1255} 
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A. I have had Scouts live in both of the two big houses but 
it is picture 62 the house I was in. 
Q. What year was it you were in that house? 
A. I would say sometime between 1942 and 1945 .. 
Q. That is 824 Sullins Street 1 
A. No, sir, 824 is one of the big houses,. isn't it! 
~'. . ¥r. Woodward: ~he house Mr. Hassinger 
f page 1256 }- md1cated was 824 Sullins Street. 
[ Q. Hasn't the house you were in been remodel-
ed! 
A .. I don't know. 
Q. Now that apartment house, going back to it for a mo-
ment, what did you say it cost to build it Y 
A. Including the lot about $15,000 at the time it was built. 
Q. When ¢lid you sell it? 
A. I would say about 1946 or 1947. 
Q. And you got $15,750 for it, didn't you¥ 
A. I don't remember. 
Q. Ii the deed shows. that, you did, didn't you! 
A. Well,. whatever the deed would show . 
• 
page 12.6S: t 
• ... 
DUKE L. MORETZ 
the next witness, called by and on behalf of the Defendants-,. 
being :first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. vV oodward : 
• 
page 1269 ~ Q. How long have you been on the Council T 
A. Since September, 1949. 
Q. Mr. Moretz, what was the first knowledge you as a coun-
cilman had of the proposed Sullins Street R~development 
Projectf 
A. It goes back a little past that, l\fr. ·woodward. I recall 
back in 1948 Mr. Pat Moore calling me to his office and showing 
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me a map and discussing the area, and in turn he and I walked 
through a portion of the area, not all of it, and then the next 
I recall was shortly after I was on the Council in September, 
1949, in the fall I believe it was, it was called to my attention 
in the council chambers at the hearing, I believe. In the early 
part of 1950, I believe it was, it was requested of the Council 
to have a survey made of the area, which as I recall was passed 
on ~y 1h:u~;;~~ :! ~:i:t~\vhom ! ,~ 
lt. I am not positive, but it seems that was for Mr. Moore , ''1 
to make the survey, a. preliminary survey. 1: 
Q. Do you know whether or not Mr. Moore made such a 
survey? 
A. Yes, sir, it was made. 
Q. Do you know whether or not a written report of that 
survey was made? 
page 1270 ~ A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you examine the report f 
A. I did, yes, sir. 
Q. I show you Exhibit No. 105 in this case. ·wm you check 
it and state if that is the report you saw f 
A. Yes, sir, this is the report we studied. 
Q. To what extent did you examine the report? 
A. After it was presented to the Council I carried this re-
port home with me and I studied it one afternoon and night 
at my leisure time, giving it a thorough study. 
Q. Then did you or not vote for the resolution passed by 
the Council f 
A. I did, yes, sir. 
Q. That was the resolution in July, 1950, which is in evi-
dence here? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. After that time, or after the report of which you have 
spoken, and the resolution about which I have just asked you, 
what knowledge did you obtain as to the project? 
A. Vv ell, of course I made trips throug·h the project. On 
another occasion, Mr. Moore and myself made another tour, 
a more complete tour, than the first one ,ve made, and I walked 
through the area myself and made a complete study of it, and 
I also drove through a number of times to fami-
page 1271 ~ liarize myself with the area somewhat better. 
Q. Did you ever discuss the project with Mr. 
Kearf ott of the Planning Commission 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
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·Q. Did you ever discuss the project with any members of 
the firm of Harrison, Ballard and Allen Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you present at a public hearing held in the court-
house in January, 1953 on the project 1 
A. Yes, sir, did you say 1953? 
Q. Yes, a public meeting in connection with the final 
project? 
A. Yes, I was present. I was somewhat knocked out prior 
to that but I was present then. 
Q. I show you Exhibit No. 102 in this action, the Brochure 
prepared by Harrison, Ballard and Allen, and will ask you to 
what extent, if any, you have examined or studied this 
Brochure? 
A. I have made a very thorough study of it to more or less 
familiarize myself with the area as to the possibilities of the 
redevelopment. 
Q. As a member of the City Council, Mr. Moretz, did you 
vote on the resolution of the Council approving the final plan 
of the project, and containing a finding there was 
pag·e 1272 ~ a blighted area in the project? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. "What factual reasons, Mr. Moretz, did you as a member 
of the Council have, if any, for voting in favor of this resolu-
tion? 
A. Why did I see fit to do so as a councilman Y 
Q. Yes, sir. . 
A. Vl ell, as I said, it had been discussed, the possibilities of 
a North State Street to alleviate the traffic congestion and 
eliminating the blig:hted area you might say, which would 
be beneficial, in my judgment, to the city as a whole, is why I 
voted for it. 
Q. Mr. Moretz, a8 an experienced real estate dealer in the 
City of Bristol, Virg·inia, do you have any opinion as to 
whether or not the area within the project is improving or 
deteriorating as a residence section Y 
A. It is deteriorating as a residential section, sir. 
J\fr. Vlidener, Sr.: We want to note the same objection 
and exception that has been running through the proceeding 
on this. 
The Court: Y ery well. 
Q. Why is it deteriorating as a residential section, in your 
opinion! 
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.A. Well, the property has been going down 
page .1273} for a number of years and continuing to do so, 
and has nof been kept up to a standard, I mean 
11ot a hundred per cent. · 
Q. Mr. Moretz, did you personally do anything to satisfy 
yourself or the Council in connection with the estimated cost 
of acquiring the property in this projecU 
A. We certainly gave it a thorough study to find out the 
:advisability of the city going into their ~nancial part of it/; 
.a11d we found it w.as feasible. · 
Q. I am speaking of the cost of acquisition of the individual 
pieces of property within the area. 
A. Sure, we wanted to be sure for ourselves to know that 
the value that had been placed on particular properties was 
up to its value you mig·ht say, and in discussing it the other 
members of the Council thought it well to have me make a 
cross section survey of that area, which I did. I taken some 
-of the property, to be exact, twenty-four pieces of the prop-
erty, and I made a personal survey to the best of my knowl-
,edg·e of those properties. Then I came back to Mr. Moore's 
-0:ffice and secured his appraisals of such property. Then I 
·compared my appraisals against Mr. Moore's appraisals and 
in doing so I found that on all properties inspected or ap-
praised Mr. Moore's appraisal was five to ten per cent higher 
than my own appraisals. 
Q. Do you know whether or not Mr. Moore 
page 1274 ~ officially made the appraisal estimates of the cost 
of acquiring the property within the project Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is that the appraisal you are speaking of when you say 
you made a comparison? 
A. Yes, sir. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Sr.: 
Q. Mr. Moretz, how long did you say you had been a real 
€state dealer or realtor in Bristol! 
A. Ten years. 
Q. You first heard of the Sullins Stre_et development or re-
development project you say in 1948 Y . 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Wbat time in 1948? 
.A. I don't recall the exact time of year. 
. I 
• 
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Q. How did you happen to talk to Mr. Moore about it then! 
A. Well, Mr. Moore was an associate member of the Bristol 
Board of Realtors, and he and I were very good friends, and 
he knowing I am always interested in the growth of Bristol, 
he asked me to come to his office and consult with him in re-
gard to the matter. 
Q. He had a map there! 
~ A. Yes, sir, he produced a map. 
f~ ·page 1275 ~ Q. What s~rt of map was it t Ii A. It was Just a regular map. 
i Q. Tell us something· that showed on that map. 
! A. It showed a portion of this particular area. I don't 
recall whether it was all included at that time or not. 
Q. By this particular area you mean the area now under 
discussion f 
A. Yes, sir, the proposed area. 
Q. Can you tell us about what portion of it it covered 1 
A. It included what he was calling· then the North State-
Street area, which was one hundred feet, showing on his map 
leading up into Sullins Street and that area. I don't recall 
how far it went, whether all the extent of this area or not. 
Q. ,vas he advocating that some such plan as that ought to 
be completed 1 
A. Yes, sir, it seemed he was also connected with the City 
Planning· Commission and that was their thinking·. 
Q. He was connected with the City Planning Commission 
at that time! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And also a real estate dealer associated with your 
Board'i 
A. Yes, sir, an associate member. 
page 1276 ~ Q. He did tell you at tliat time of the merits of 
the plan he then had in mind t 
A. I don't recall, but we discussed it pro and con. 
Q. But he was in favor of some plan he had a map of 1 wasn't 
hef 
A. Sure. 
Q. What were his reasons for favoring .that plant 
A. I don't know exactly. 
Q. Tell us what some of his reasons were f 
A. Of course he was interested in eliminating the traffic-
congestion and creating a parking area and other than that 
I don't know. 
Bristol Redev. & Housing Auth., v. J. B. Denton, et al. 549 
Duke L. Moretz. 
Q., Didn't he think it would be a good thing for the City of 
Bristal? 
A. That probably was discussed. 
Q. Wasn't it discussed just to build a street through there 
wouldn't do anybody any g!ood, would it f 
A. It would alleviate the traffic of course on State Street. 
Q. ·what did he say about helping the town out commer-
cially, if anything? 
A. I don't recall if anything specifically was stated. 
Q. Was anything stated generally Y 
A. There might have been. 
page 1277 ~ Q. Wasn't there? 
A. It seems there was, however I can't say 
specifically on that. 
Q. He was very enthusiastic about the plan, wasn't he 1 
A. Yes, he was. 
Q. Did you talk to him on more than one occasion about it 
before this present project originated, did you talk to him 
about the plan he had in mind 7 
A. Yes, sir, I saw him from time to time, and we probably 
discussed it more than one time. 
Q. He was a great advocate of the plan, wasn't he? 
1\.. I think so, yes, sir. 
Q. That was in 1948? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And he continued to advocate it up to 1949, didn't he 7 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. He had advocated it before this Moore survey yon say 
yon are familiar with t 
A. I think he had done some preliminary work, yes, sir. 
Q. I notice this Moore Exhibit No. 105 is called an amended 
report July, 1950, did you ever see the original of which this 
is an amendment Y 
A. I am not sure as to that, sir. · 
page .1278 ~ Q. You are not sure about that Y 
A. No, sir, if that isn't the original. 
Q. You know this isn't the original, don't you? 
A. No, sir, I wasn't aware of that. 
Q. You didn't know that until I called your attention to it 
then? · 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Yon don't know why if ther.e was an origfoal it was 
amended, do you t 
. A. No, sir, I don't know that. 
r . . I 
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Q. Now you said that you appraised twenty-four pieces 
of property and you are thoroughly familiar with this area, 
and have been familiar with it for years 1 
· A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Can you name the properties, the owners of them? 
A. Yes, sir, I think so. 
Q. Will you do so, please Y 
A. Yes, sir, 840 Cumberland Street was one . 
Q. I want to know the owners too. · 
A. I can give that, Cummings Leonard owns that. 
Q. Let's stop with that one and talk about it awhile. You 
valued that property and appraised it? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you go in the house Y 
page 1279 ~ A. No, sir. 
Q. You did not go in the house? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know what sort of woodwork is in it, 
A. Right off I don't, no, sir. 
Q. Do you know if it has a furnace or not Y 
A. Yes, sir, it has a furnace. 
Q. Did you see it G/ 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know what kind it is f 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know the sort of lighting :fixtures it has in it T 
Do you know of your own knowledge Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know whether it has electric lights, of your own 
knowledge or not? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How do you know that? 
A. I have been in the house in the past. 
Q. When were you in it Y 
A. It was sometime ago. 
Q. Were you in it when you were making this appraisal 
and valuation? 
A. No, sir. 
page 1280 ~ Q. Wl1y weren't you t 
A. I just didn't go in it. 
Q. There was some reason if you were making a valuation 
that would involve the purchase of it, why didn't you go in 
iU 
A. I had no particular reason why I didn't go in the prop-
erty at that time. . _ 
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Q. What sort of roof has that house? 
A. I am not absolutely sure right now. 
Q. What are the dimensions of the lot? 
A. That lot is fifty by one hundred and fifty, sir. 
Q. Do you know whether or not it has hot and cold running 
water in iU 
A. I assume it does, I w.asn 't in the house but I would as-
sume it does have. 
Q. Do you know if there is an apartment in that house\ 
1·ented to anybody else and did you know it when you made 
the appraisal Y , 
A. I knew there were two families living there, however I 
· .am not familiar with the .apartment. 
Q. You don't know the inside of the house well enough to 
know if there is an apartment in it f 
A. No, sir, I wouldn't say that. 
Q. What are the dimensions of the houseT 
:page 1281 } .A. I don't know that, sir. 
Q. How many rooms in the house 7 
A. That I don't have. 
Q. What color was the house when you made the appraisal 
<>fit, Mr. Moretz! 
A. I don't recall ·whether it was a white house or what 
<!Olor it was, I wouldn't want to say on that. 
Q. Was the foundation brick, stone or concrete Y 
A. I am not sure about that. 
Q. You made an appraisal of that house, didn't you7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you put a value on it Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does it have a garage? 
A. I don't believe it does at this time. 
Q. Did it have a garag·e then? 
A. I don't think it did. 
Q. You made an appraisal of that property in which you 
were going to put the City's money, is that right, 
A. That is right. 
Q. And the amount Mr. Leonard ought to have for iU 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You did that? 
A. Yes, sir. 
JJage 1282 ~ Q. And the only knowledge you had about it is 
what you have just told usY 
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A. I taken the physical conditions of the outside of the 
house, I did go around it and the alley back of it, and the 
street in front of it and checked the general outside conditions 
of the house. 
Q. Tell me eve1-ything you found wrong with it, if you did all 
thaU 
A. I didn't find too much physically wrong with that prop-
~~rz: You didn't know much about the physical condition 
' of that property, did you T 
A.. I assumed I did. 
Q. It was a bold assumption, wasn't it¥ , 
A. The exterior wasn't but the interior was an assumption 
to a certain extent, sir. 
Q. Can you as a realtor and real estate man judg·e the value-
of property the size of the Cummings Leona.rd house without 
knowing what the woodwork is, how the rooms are located,. 
how it is lighted, how it is heated, and whether or not it has 
a basement, can you put a value on that fair to the prop~rty 
owner or the City, under those conditions t 
A. Yes, sir, you get a general idea.. . 
Q. All you were g·etting then in the perform-
page 1283 ~ ance of your duty was a g·eneral idea, isn't that 
right! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ·what is the next one, you had twenty-four of them~ 
Is that right, didn't you say you had twenty-four¥ 
A. Yes,. sir. 
Q. What was there abont the house that caused you to ap-
praise it :five or ten per cent less than Mr. Moore did f 
A.. I don't know, sir. 
Q. What did he appraise it at Y 
l\fr. Woodward: I object to that, your Honor, on the ground 
that the exact amount plays no material part in this case what-
soever, nor is it relevant to any issue in this case, and it is 
also hearsay. 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: It goes fundamentally to bis knowledge. 
You asked him on what he based his judg·ment and let's 
examine that judgment. 
The Court: The objection is overruled_ 
Mr. Woodward: Exception. 
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.A.. $10,750.00, sir. 
Q. And what was your appraisal f 
A. My appraisal on that one was $10,200.00. 
Q. Now can you tell me how you could arrive so precisely 
at the figure of $10,200.00 on that house know-
page 1284 ~ ing only what you have told us about? 
A. Well, as I said awhile ago, I based it from 
the outside of the house generally. I based it on what I 
thought was a fair value. 
Q. Let's go to another one, give us another one. 
A. 41 Lancaster Street. 
Q. Who lived in that property! 
A. That is Cummings Leonard's property, the occupant 
I am not sure of, sir. 
Q. Let's go to another one, that is two. ·what is on 41 Lan-
caster Street 7 
A. That is a dwelling·, sir. 
Q. Take another one now. 
A. 69 Commonwealth Avenue. 
Q. Whose is that Y 
A. J. W. Leonard's .. 
Q. Go to another one. 
A. E. M. Hudson's property on Commonwealth Avenue. 
Q. What is that number! 
A. I don't have the number on that, Mr. Widener. 
Q. Is it No. 63? 
A. I don't have that number. 
The Court: The evidence shows it to be No. 63. 
page 1285 ~ 
Q. What structure was on that property Y 
A. That is a brick structure, a business build-
ing. 
Q. Give me the next one you have Y 
A. T. H. Leon·ard, also on Commonwealth. 
Q. What is his street number Y 
A. I don't have the street number on that. 
Q. What structures are on iU 
A. It is a brick building, a business front. 
Q. Now give me another one. 
A. West Lawn Street. 
Q. What is the number Y 
A. No. 9 West Lawn. 
Q. Who does that belong to? 
A. Grant Nunley. 
r ' ' 1' 
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Q. Now give me another one Y · 
A. The Jewish Synagogue on the corner of King and Goode 
Street. 
Q. The next one t 
A. 37 Lancaster Street. 
Q. vVho lives there f 
A. L. E. Jessee, no that was S. L. Cook at that time. 
Q. What is the next oneY 
A. That is L. E .• Jessee, 57-59 Commonwealth Avenue. 
Q. All right, ~\mother one. 
A. 721 no 821 Kings Alley. 
page 1286 ~ Q. Who does that belong to? · 
A. I don't have the owner on that one, sir. 
Q. Who lived in it? 
A. I don't have that, sir. 
Q. Did anybody live in it Y 
A. Yes, sir, it was occupied at the time. 
Q. White or colored? 
A. I don't know, sir. 
Q. What is the next one Y 
A. No. 24 King· Street. 
Q. Who lived there or who owned thaU 
A. I believe it is Ruth G .. Urp. 
Q. Give the next one. 
A. 16 James Street. 
Q. Who lived there? 
A. Margaret F. Johnson -is the name I have on that one. 
Q. The next one. 
A. 73 -Commonwealth Avenue. 
Q. Who lived in iH 
A. There was no one living there. That was vacant. 
Q. Do you know who that belonged to! 
A. Yes, sir, E. L. Seay, it has been torn away and is a 
vacant lot at this time. 
Q. Is there any sort of dwelling or structure 
page 1287 ~ on it? 
A. None at this time, no, sir. 
Q. Was there any then f 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Give us another one. 
A. 22 Lancaster Street. 
Q. Who lived in that one! 
A. Anna M. Williams. 
I' 
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Q. All right, another one. 
A. This one was on Lancaster Street, I don't have the num-
ber, but Mrs. Mamie Gose. 
Q. All righ; the next one. 
A. 844 Cumberland Street. 
Q. Who lives in that one? 
A. Alice Alvarez. 
Q. The next one. 
A. 41 Lancaster Streel 
Q. Who owned it Y 
A. Cummings Leonard. 
Q. You had that before, didn't you Y 
A. I thought you asked me to go ahead. 
Q. I had that one down. What is the next one7 
A. No. 30 Lancaster Street. 
Q. Who lived there! 
A. Mary C. Hamblin. 
page 1288} Q. All rig·ht, the next one. 
A. I haven't checked them off, I don't know if 
I have them all or not Here is No. 20 Solar Street. 
Mr. Stant: Is that Solar Street Extension Y 
The Witness: I just have Solar Street. 
Q. Who does that belong to? 
A. H. G. Peters. 
Mr. Stant: Solar Street is not in the project. 
Q. Wbat structure is on thaU 
A. That is a lot. 
Q. No structure on it 7 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Where is it located, on Solar Street or Solar Street Ex-
tension? 
A. It is Solar Extension. 
Q. Where is it located with reference to the Peters' garage Y 
A. It is located at the rear. I said no structure on it but 
it does have a structure. I am sorry. 
Q. What is on it then Y 
A. A small house. 
Q. What dimension house T 
A. I don't know. 
- Q. Is it frame or brick? 
page 1289 } A. Frame as I recall, sir. 
Q. Haven't you ~my notes on the papers you 
are reading from to indicate what sort of property it is! 
I f 
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A. No, sir. 
Q. Are you sure it isn't a garage! 
A. Right off I wouldn't say. 
Q. You never went into any property, did you, except you 
had been socially or in some manner in the Cummings Leonard 
house at one time! 
A. That's right. 
r . Q. How long did you stay at 20 Solar when making this appraisal¥ 
1 A. I didn't stay at any of them any specific time. 
1 Q. You just looked at them and passed on, didn't you¥ 
A. I looked at them and got the best judgment I could as I 
said awhile ago, from the outside condition of the house, and 
taking everything into consideration. 
Q. Let's go on. You lack six of having twenty-four. 
A. Did I give you J. J. Brumet on Sullins StreeU 
Q. All right, the next one. 
A. Sullins Street, G. W. Maines. 
Q. All right. 
A. 16 Lancaster Street. 
Q. Who owns thaU 
page 1290 ~ A. G. C. Moretz. 
Q. All right, the next one. 
A. I believe that completes what I have here. 
Q. That is twenty-one the way I have it. Is that all you 
havet 
A. There is one torn off her.e and I can't tell about that 
one. 
Q. Now let's g-o back to 16 James Street, the Johnson prop-
erty. What are the dimensions of the land or rea.l estate that 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson own there? 
A. That part I have torn off because I listed my lots 
in the corner. 
·Q. ·whatever the size may be bow did you arrive at the 
valuation of that property, and what are the structures on 
that property 7 
A. As I recall there is a block garage on the west end of the 
lot facing Goode Street with a dwelling· on the front portion 
o:& the lot facing- James Street. The structure of the dwelling 
I don't recall right off, and I don't have it listed on here. 
Q. Do you know if it is frame or brick? 
A. I wouldn't say, sir. 
Q. You were never inside of it Y 
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page 1291 ~ Q. .And yet for the purpose of paying the 
City's money for it and giving Mr. and Mrs. 
Johnson what it is worth, you put a valuation on iU 
Mr. Woodward: Your Honor, I object to that question. 
There is no evidence in this record that Mr . .Moretz did that 
in any case. He stated that he, a real estate man, checked 
the official appraisals made by Mr. Moore. You have twice, ' 
Mr. ·widener, stated Mr. Moretz made an official appraisal 
for us or somebody in the acquisition of this property, and 
there is no foundation in the record for that. 
The Court: The Court will recall what the witness has 
said. Objection overruled. 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: You may have forgotten the testimony 
of Mr. Hassinger and Mr. Kell as to the real estate values. 
The Court: The Court overruled the objection. 
Mr. v\T oodward: Exception. 
A. I was checking· them and giving my appraisal that we 
might know that the prices were in line. 
Q. ,vhom do you mean by we? 
A. I am speaking of the Council. 
Q. You were doing that officially regardless of Mr. Wood-
ward's remark¥ I want you to state whether you were 
doing it officially or noU 
page 1292 ~ .A. In our discussion it was, as I reca-11 (in-
terrupted). 
Q. Weren't you doing it as an official? 
A. I was asked to do it. 
Q. Weren't you doing· it as an officiaH 
The Court: Answer the question yes or no and then make 
your explanation. 
A. I would say I was doing it in order that we could obtain 
the information we thought was needed. 
Q. You were doing it in order that the Council would get 
information they needed and you were doing it officially re-
gardless of Mr. Woodward's remarks, weren't you f 
A. I was wondering about that officially. There was no 
(interrupted). 
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The Court: Were yon doing it in your own private capacity, 
for your personal satisfac.tion outside your conduct as a 
City Councilman or doing· it to return your :findings to the 
City Council for official action in this proceeding? 
The Witness: We were doing it to satisfy ourselves, our 
own thinking in the matter. 
Q. You were doing it to satisfy the thinking of the City 
Council, weren't you; now answer that Y 
A. In essence that is right. 
page 1293 ~ Q. Isn't that rig·ht after all Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What sort of a structure is it at 41 Lancaster Street, 
belonging to Cummings Leonard¥ 
A. That is a dwelling. 
Q. What color is itf 
A. I don't recall the color. 
Q. You don't know if it is brick or frame Y 
A. Yes, it is frame. 
Q. Do yon know whether or not the structure on 63 Common-
wealth Avenue is frame or brick·or stone! 
A. That is brick and block, the front is brick and the walls 
are block. 
Q. You have never been in it¥ 
A. Yes, sir; I have. 
Q. When were you in itY 
A. On different occasions prior to this. 
Q. What was it used for? 
A. It is a vending· machine office. 
Q. Is it only an office 1 
A. No, sir, the rear is a warehouse for the machines. 
Q. What is the back used for? 
A. I suppose they call it storag·e or warehouse. 
Q. Any part of it a dwelling Y 
page 1294 ~ A. No, sir, not that I saw. 
Q. Any offices in the building? 
A. Yes, sir, offices in the front part. 
Q. What did you value that property at Y 
A. That is the E. M. Hudson property, isn't it Y 
Q. That is what you said at 63 Commonwealth was E. l\I. 
Hudson's property. 
A. What did I value it aU 
Q. Yes. 
A. $17,500.00. 
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·Q . .And what did Mr. Moore do with iU 
A. Mr. Moore valued it at $211500.00. Q. Now take Grant Nunley's house at 9 West Lawn. Do 
vou know him? 
.. A. No, sir .. 
Q. Do you know what sort of structure is on that lot? 
A. I don't recall. I think it is frame .. 
Q. You never were in iU 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You are sure that isn't a garage! 
A. I don't think so. 
Q. ,%at kind of roof has iU 
A. I .am not sure. 
Q. You don't know .any more about the details 
J)age 1295 ~ of any of these buildings than you did about 
·Cummings Leonard's property1 do you 1 
A. As I said I was not in all of them. I was in one or two. 
Q. Name the one or two you were in. 
A. Well, Mrs. Gose's house. 
Q. When were you in that house, that is 22 Lancaster 
.StreetY 
A. I don't recall the date. 
Q. Were you in it at the time you were making this investi-
,gation whenever it was 7 
A. No, I didn't go in it at this particular time. I have been 
in it prior to th~s. 
Q. When you went in it prior to this what did you find in 
ihe way of woodwork? 
A. I don't recall right off. 
Q. Is it a frame house Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What sort of basement has iU 
.A. If I recall correctly a part basement in it. 
Q. What sort of heat does it have? 
A. Hot air .. 
Q. Is it a concrete basement? 
A. I don't recall, sir. 
page 1296} Q. Has it a garden in the rear? 
A. It has a plot of ground in the rear, a small 
plot. 
Q. What sort of roof has it! 
A. I am not sure as to that. 
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Q. \Vith the knowledge you have stated you applied to the 
Cummings Leonuard property at 840 Cumberland Street, you 
undertook to appraise all of the properties you mentioned,. 
is that right! · 
A. I undertook to give it to the best of my knowledge from 
the outside information I had and the views and what have 
~you of giving a summary of them. 
ttf.' ·. Q. Let's see a little about Mr. Brumet's house. Were you 
1i in it1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you ever been in it f 
A. No, sir, not as I recall. · 
Q. You don't know anything about what is in the house,. 
structurally or materially! 
A. No, sir. 
Q. In your examination you do not even know if they have a 
bath tub or toilet, do you, from your examination on which 
you based your appraisal! 
A. No, as I said I didn't g·o through them. 
Q. Then it was not upon your investigation 
page 1297 ~ and knowledge of this area that caused you to 
vote for this redevelopment project,. was iH 
A. "\\ml you state that again please t 
Q. I say you didn't base your vote for the redevelopment 
project upon your own personal knowledge, did you Y 
A. No, sir, I followed along with the Planning Commis-
sion's study and surveys. 
Q. What had they followed, if they didn't follow the 
Brochure, didn't you say you studied the BrochureY 
A. I was leading up to that, that we had followed their 
plans and then I familiarized myself with the Brochure, the 
information in it. 
Q. You ha.ve been here during this entire proceeding, have 
you or not1 
A. No, sir, I have only attended a part of the day yester-
day. I had not been here before at all, sir. 
Q. Do you know or not that the only information in the 
Brochure with reference to the condition of the structures 
in this area, the inside conditions, the material inside the 
houses, and as to the residences, the people who dwell in those 
houses, the only information in the Brochure as to that was 
obtained from a thirty year old girl who was never in Bristol 
before she came here for this work, a :Mrs. Weiss, do you know 
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the only information in that Brochure as to those 
page 1298 ~ conditions is whatever she did, big or little, much 
or small T 
Mr. Stant: I object to his argument. 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: I asked if he didn't base it on the 
Brochure and they based it on her information. 
The Court: Objection overruled. 
Mr. Stant: Exception. 
Q. You took this home with you and studied it, didn't you, 
this Brochure 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know where they got the conditions as to the 
residences in this area except from that girl? 
A. I couldn't answer that. 
Q. If it should later turn out to be a fact she did not visit 
or inspect these houses except partially, and didn't g·o into 
many of them, would that cause you to change your vote?-
Mr. Woodward: I object to that ques.tion as being un-
• founded in fact and no evidence here to support that in this 
case. 
The .Court: There is no evidence to support that ques-
tion, Mr. Widener. I don't know if you want to make an 
avowal. 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: I prefer not to do that. 
The Court : The Court would rule on the 
pag·e 1299 ~ avowal but in the absence of any avowal the ob-
jection is sustained. 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: Exception. 
Q. I believe you said you followed the Brochure? 
A. I said I studied it. 
Q. And didn't you follow it, 
A. I studied it and made a survey of my own to familiarize 
myself with the area. 
Q. Did you find the Brochure was rig·hU 
~/\.. Yes, sir think so. 
Q. If you didn't differ with it then you followed it, didn't 
you? 
Mr. Stant: I object to that because argumentative. 
The Court: Sustained. 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: Exception. 
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·Q. What did you find out different to what the Brochure 
said? 
Mr. Stant: The witness, I think, is entitled to be asked for 
facts instead of that type of question. 
The Court: Overruled. 
Mr. Stant: Exception. 
The Court: Just try to inquire what was the basis of his 
action and that is the general purpose of the questions . 
• • • • • 
page 1302 ~ 
• • • • 
RE-CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Sr.: 
Q. Wp.at do you mean by the appraisals being in line with 
the property? 
A. As far as the values were concerned. 
Q. ,vhat appraisals were you talking about? 
A. Mr. Moore's appraisals. 
Q. You said we wanted to determine that the appraisals 
were in line with the property, you mean you were checking 
to see if Mr. Moore's appraisals were correct? 
A. That is correct. 
Q. And you were doing it for the Council? 
A. We were doin2· it for our own information. 
Q. "Our" is the' Council, isn't it? · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You were doing- it for the Council in 'checking on Mr. 
Moore? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you were acting very officially, weren't you? 
A. (No answer.) 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: All right. That is all. 
(Witness excused.) 
• 
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the next witnessJ called by and on behalf of the 
Defendants, being· first duly .sworn., was examined .and testi-
:fied as follows.: 
DffiECT EXAMINA:TION • 
. J3y Mr. W.oodward: 
.. 
Q. Do y-0u hold any pusiti:on with the city govermnent of 
Bristol, Virginia? 
A. I am a member of the City Council. 
Q. You are at present a member of the City 
pag·e 1304 ~ Council Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you been a member of tbe City Council T 
A. Since September, 1951. · 
Q. As a City Councilman, Mr. Kelly, what action have you 
"taken in connection with the proposed Sullins Street Rede-
velopment Project 7 
A. Well, the ground work of the plan was pretty well laid 
when I went on the Council I would say, but it was discussed 
at numerous Council meetings, and in October, 1952, I believe 
:it was, I attended a meeting at the Chamber of Commerce, 
in which Mr. Raymond outlined the plan and also another 
fellow, I have forgotten who he was, but the plan was dis-
cussed in detail at that meeting and then I attended a public 
hearing in January, or the early part of 1953, I think it was 
January, and at the time I went on the Council there was 
much discussion about it, and I went over the area three or 
four times anyway to try to familiarize myself with the 
-situation. 
Q. Did you or not vote for the approval of the final project 
and the· City's participation in it as shown in the Council 
resolution passed in March, 1953 f 
A. Yes, sir, I did vote for it. 
Q. You voted for iU 
A. Yes, sir, I did. 
page 1305 } Q. Mr. Kelly, what personal knowledge, if any, 
do you have of the area within the project 
generally? . 
A. I have heard in a _general way .about Sullins Alley. 
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Mr. Rouse:. If the Court please, we object to what he has 
heard. 
The Court: Objection overruled. I think we have all heard 
pretty specific things about it for days.. 
Mr. Rouse : Exception. 
A. I have served on numerous juries in the Corporation. 
~Court in Bristol, Virginia, where numbers of cases were tried 
,@: that either originated in Sullins Alley or ended in Sullins 
c Alley. 
Q. Are you speaking of civil or criminal cases on which 
you served as a juror t 
A. Criminal cases. 
Q. Were you or not present at the public hearing in 
January, 1953, the hearing held in the Council room down- , 
stairs on the project! 
A. Yes, sir, I was here . 
• • • 
page 1307 ~ 
WALTER E. CROCKETT 
the next witness, called by and on behalf of the Defendants,. 
being first duly sworn, was exam~ned and testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Stant: 
page 1308 ~ 
Q. Were you born in Bristol Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
• 
Q ... Will you tell us at what different locations in Bristol 
you have lived? 
A. I was born on Sullins Street on December 3, :1905. My 
family lived there for several years, and about 1912 they 
moved to Lancaster Street, and about 1913 to 918 Cumber-
land Street. I remember theee because my mother died there, 
and then in 1918 to 839 Sullins Street. 
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Q. And since then you have lived where? 
A. I lived with my father at 839 Sullins Street until I was 
married in 1924, and since then I lived on King· Street three 
years, and I have lived on Moore Street since that time, in 
other words, roughly since 1930 I have lived on :Moore Street. 
Q. vVhere did you say you were on King Street, what loc.a-
tion was that¥ 
A. I can't recall that number, but it is the apartment house 
which was built by Mr. Catron, it is on the east side of King 
Street. . 
Q. Is that the one directly in the rear of the house Mr. Ham-
rick lives in now on the corner of Cumberland and King 
Streets¥ 
page 1309 } A. Yes, sir, that would be it. . 
Q. Mr. Crockett, how long· has your acquaint-
ance or observation of Sullins Allev covered¥ 
A. You mean Sullins Alley or the whole territory? 
Q. I will say the whole territory. 
A. That region, including Sullins Alley, Sullins Street, 
King Street, Lancaster Street and the greater part of the 
alleys around and on Cumber land Street included almost my 
whole life. 
·Q. This has probably been explained to you, but I want you 
to look at Exhibit No. 92, marked King Alley, and West Lawn 
Street, Picture No. 29, do you recognize that as the entrance 
to Kings Alley 1 
A. That is the Mitchell home there. There is King Alley 
and the old "Whittaker home. 
The Court: Do you mean the Ryburn home when you say 
the old Whittaker home¥ 
The Witness : Yes, sir, I was using the old term. 
Q. I want to direct your attention to picture No. 30 which 
says it was taken at the southwest corner of the Mitchell 
garage looking west on King Alley. I want to direct your at- · 
tention to the topography from there down as you look down 
King Alley. What does it look like? 
A. I believe you go from here and come along 
page 1310 } from here ( indicating on picture) and drop off 
precipitously. 
Q. Is that paved or unpaved where you drop off¥ 
A. It is unpaved now and has always been. 
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Q. After you drop off precipitously do you recognize No. 
52-a as looking back up the other direction toward the Mitchell 
place? ' 
A. I have not been in this section for sometime and I do not 
recognize that picture precisely. I have been below there 
but not up there in that particular location. 
Q. I want to ask you how it does drop off, you said it was 
r. .. precipitously. Tell the Cour~ something about that topo-· graphy and I have some particular reference to what hap-pens between that point and the north side of Sullins Street 
,r- with reference to grade or dropping off or things of that sort¥ 
' A. Well, from the north ·side of Sullins Street you have a 
drain coming· f1·om the east and King Street and up at the 
Mitchell home on top you have a very precipitous decline 
,which goes into that alley area and of course there is also 
a decline, not so sharp, but a decline from Cumber land Street 
leading into that. 
Q. Do I unders'tand the decline comes in both directions? 
A. It runs from Sullins Street into the alley area and from 
Cumberland into the alley area and from King 
page 1311 } Street or the 1\iitchell property into a pocket 
area leading toward Lancaster Street. 
Q. After you get to the north side of Sullins Street and 
cross Sullins Street, how does the land lay between the south 
side of Sullins Street and Sullins Alley, are you still going 
down? 
A. You mean from the south side of Sullins Street to Sul-
lins Alley? · 
Q. Yes. 
A. The decline there is precipitous gradually at the top 
and then it is fairly sharp and then it doesn't level but it still 
declines and then toward the end there is not much decline to-
ward the end on the Commonwealth side. 
Q. Mr. Crockett, in the days before our present method 
of transportation can you tell us why that close in area, par-
ticularly Sullins Street I should say, was so desirable or so 
well inhabitated? 
Mr. ·widener, Sr.: We object to that. The sort of inhabit-
ants has never been proven. 
The Court: Overruled. 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: Exception. 
A. Well, my experience from my father and other people 
living there while I was a youngster and still later was that 
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the area was an area of prime interest to per-
page 1312 } sons working for the railroad because about two 
and a half blocks away thei·e was the so-called 
V. & S. W. freight station and many railroad men lived in 
the area, and they could walk two and a half blocks and ob-
tain transportation, otherwise they would have to walk a mile 
;and a half to the car shops in order to get to their work. 
Q. Are the car shops here now? 
A. No, sir .. 
Q. Is that little passeng·er station or freight station here 
now? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What bas been your observation over the years as to new 
.. <!Onstruction on Sullins Street and the two allevs behind it 
·Or the extent of new construction? .. 
A. Over the vears since 1920 I do not believe there has been 
but one new h~use built on Sullins Street, that is the four 
room house which was built by a son-in-law of ::M:r. Collins, 
:and I believe perhaps one new home on Lancaster Street. I 
do not know of any new house in Sullins Alley or any new 
houses in the Kings Alley area, however, I believe the Service 
1Vf ill Company built one small place in the Sullins Alley area. 
Q. Will you give us your opinion, if you have formed one, 
as to whether in general the area we are discussing has de-
teriorated or is deteriorating as a residence see-
page 1313 } tion and give your reasons please, sir? 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: We object to the question. 
The Court : Overruled. 
Mr. ·widener, Sr.: Exception. 
A. I do not think the Sullins Street area has improved as a 
i-esidence section at all, certainly not since 1924 or '25, while 
there have been certain improvements made on property to 
make it perhaps more livable or to insulate them, and I am 
actually acquainted with a few of those houses or really most 
of them, and I do not think overall the real estate picture has 
improved. I think it has deteriorated and I do not think it 
will improve because of the conditions both front and back of 
it, which do not make for good .living and the rearing of 
,children. 
Q. Down on James Street you have observed of course 
since the covering of Beaver Creek with Piedmont Street how 
the business properties have cut into the rear of the J runes 
Street residence properties on the east side, haven't you? 
568 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
Walter E. Crockett. 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you think that has had or is having any deleterious 
effect on those places as a place of residence i 
• • 
• ' 
A. I do not think the James Street property has improved 
as a residential section. I think it has deteriorated and I do 
not think it will improve. 
Q. Have you in your answers included the little Goode 
Alley that runs back of the Arthur Byrd Furniture Store 
on King Street, and then the section from there on up to Sul-
lins Street, as a section what do you think has happened to 
that, as a residence section 1 
• • 
A. There is a residence on the corner or at one time it was 
used as a residence and then hospital and later then as a resi-
dence on the alley back of Arthur Byrd's and I don't think 
it has improved and I cannot see it as a residential section. 
Q. What can you say as to its present condition and the 
grade along there t 
A. I cannot see any future at all for the Sullins 
page· 1315 ~ Alley area, in other words the Goode Street sec-
tion and Sullins Alley section for residential pur-
poses. 
Mr. Woodward : I think Mr. Crockett has unconsciously 
used Sullins Alley instead of Sullins Street. May that be 
ehangedY 
· · Mr. Widener, Sr.: Yes, sir. 
Q. I failed to ask you if you were at one time a member 
of the Bristol, Virginia City Council 1 
A. I was. 
Q. Over what period 1 
A. 1945 to September, 1949-.. 
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CROSS EXAMINATION .. 
By Mr. ·widener, Jr .. : 
• • 
page 1316 ~ 
• 
Q. Please just mark the pocket .. 
Mr.. Stant: You wouldn't deprive a man from talking,. 
would you? 
The Court~- Do you want a circle around the pocket, or 
how? 
Q. Yes, circle the pocket on the map .. 
A. I want to know what this is- before I mark it.. 
Q.. You are familiar with the area, arc11 't you t 
A. Yes, sir, but not the map. In other words, you start 
at tl1e area here at the rear of the Mitchell property and come 
down to an alley and have a sharp drain-age and come on down 
here and have some drainage off of Sullins and some drainage 
off of (interrupted) .. 
Q. Mr. Crockett, I don't like to interrupt you, but if' I were 
you I would look carefully at that map and be sure where that 
pocket is .. 
A .. I can't define· the lots but I know there is a pocket in 
there. 
Q. That is the pocket (indicating on map) 1 
A. Roughly I do not know how tbe map is drawn, but there 
fa a pocket that starts at the end of the Mitchell 
page 1317 ~ property and a good deal of bad dra:imtge and 
some comes from West Lawn but not much after 
you get passed· the entrance to vY est La:wn and comes f'rom 
Cumberland and some from S'ullins .. 
·Q. You can read the names 0£ Hie- streets and alleys on the 
map, can't youf' 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Will you take that pocket you have dra1vrr and put a 
circle around it and mark it "Pocket"? • . 
A. This fa 833 Sullins Ser·eet, isn ''t it (indicating on the 
map)! 
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Mr. Stant: I think we have all misled the witness. We. 
told him that was the Mitchell property and it is not. 
A. I want to understand the map. There is a pocket there. 
The Court: Mr. Stant, don't point at the map while be is 
marking it, just let him alone until he does what counsel asked 
and then vou can ask him on redirect. 
Mr. Stant: We both told him this was the Mitchell prop-
erty here and it isn't. 
Mr. Widener, Jr.: I didn't tell him anything. 
The Court: Mr. Crockett has eyes and doesn't need the 
help of counsel. 
page 1318 } A. Th~ pocket comes down King Alley and 
also drainage from West Lawn from below there, 
some of that property, and there is drainage also from prop-
erty on Sullins and on down as far as Lancaster, in other 
words a pocket of drainage all down in there. 
Q. Will you please take a look at this map, you are abso-
lutely positive that is where the pocket is, are you, the names 
are written on the streets and alleys Y 
A. I think so. 
Q. Now take Mr. Stant's red pencil and mark "pocket" 
on there. Are you familiar at all with contour lines, Mr. 
Crockett Y ( The witness marked on the map as requested.) 
• • • • 
Q. You are familiar with ordinary street maps like that 
one is, aren't you f 
A. I am familiar with "them but I had not seen that one. 
Q. Yon have been familiar with that area for 
page 1319 ~ for 48 years Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
• • • • • 
page 1321 ~ 
• • • • • 
Q. Would you say these five houses on James Street you 
described are more sanitary than when Beaver Creek was a 
sewer! Would you say it is more sanitary or unsanitary! 
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Walter E. Cro.ckett. 
A. More sanitary. 
.. 
Q. What lack of visible improvement is there on the corner 
of Goode and James Street, to either of those houses? 
A. On those two pieces of property there has been no visible 
]ack of improvements over the past yea.rs but they have been 
:fairly well maintained and kept up to about the standard") 
thev had twenty years ago. Q. They are all right then Y 
. A. I have not been in them but physically from 
:page 1322 } the outside they are all right . 
• • • • .. 
:page 1324} 
.. • 
Q. You spoke of Sullins Alley, how many dwelling houses 
:are there now in Sullins Alley? 
A. Mr. Widener, there are a good many shacks there, I be-
lieve there are three houses at the western end of it. and the 
-others are shacks. 
• • • 
page 132·5} 
• • • 
Q. Are there any businesses there 7 
A. There .is one business place there. 
Q. What is that? 
A. The Service !fill property. 
• 
Q. That is the only business there, the Service Mill build-
ing? 
A. Yes, sir. 
• • • • • 
page 1333} 
• • • • • 
<G:E{)'RQ]J; W~. SU:M:MERS'QN 
1fue next witness;, ca:lled by and: orr heba'lf' of the· Defendants-,,, 
being first d~l;y SW@.'l'tr,, was; e'.Kam.iine'Cf an'Q te'stiiified as·. follows;:: 
IDIJitE.CT. EXAM!NATIQN., 
By Mr:. Woo'dwarcI:: 
•· 
.. , 
Q~ Wnaf conne·ctfon,- if any,· d·o: you nave- wit.fr tne- govern-
ment of the Cfty of Bristol Y 
A .. l am oll' the- City Council and· ax pre-sent 
page- 1334 f Ma:yar· of Bristol,_. Virginia-•. 
CJ .. H0w long; have you. been. orr tfre; Qffy Coun-
eift" 
A .. Sfnce- s·epteruber; 1953: . 
Q. Wlien a:s a' member· of tbe· C'ouncil did yon fkst learn: 
0f the Sullins Stree·t Redevelopment Proje-ct 1 
A .. Tlie f aH of 195!.. 
Q .. What wa-s your connectfon witli the project at that timer 
A. As· a- member· of tlie' City Courrcil I was the Council 
repre·se11tat.ive· on· the· Cify· Planning· Commission, and when I 
first had' knowledge· of' this p1·oje·cf being· d'evelop·ecT I imme-
aiatefy tried tcr avail myself of any information relative to· 
it in· orcTer l could' be· betfe1·· informed~- frecmis~ I r.e~liz-ed' it 
would oecome· necessary for me to vote on this project one· 
way or the- other· wlien ft came· to· the final vote: 
Q· .. Wliat did. yorr. do- to a-cqnmnt yourself witrr what hacT 
happened· then prfor· to' the- time you be-came- a· memimr o-f the· 
City CouncifY 
A ... I li3:d' a:cccss· tcr an~ ~udie'd the- Moore, report and' being·· 
cm the· Planning Commission I sat in on several discussions·. 
e9f it an<f talke'd to, Pat MoO're~ and' tfi:err followfng months of" 
discussion witfr the Coi.mcil and tlie :£foal reports· of Harrison,, 
Ballard' and· Allen, and durirrg that time I did go' through the' 
ar<m fo familfarfze· myself' witfr the a:rea: in the· 
page 1335 f red'evelopment project fo que·stion·. 
Q. As a: memoer of tlie Council did' you- vote Oil' 
the approval of tlie final proposed· pi.an for· the· Sullms: Street 
Redevelopment P:r0j"ectr 
A. I dfd'. 
Q. AmT was your vote for or a:gahrst tlie projecn· 
.A. It was· for tlie pro:f ect? 
Q. At tlie time of your vote for· the final resolutfon· of the· 
«:!eun:ci~. wli.ich. has. been. filed. in. evidence here,.. wlia;.t. knowl-
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George "JiV. Summerson. 
edge, if any, did you have to cause you to question or doubt 
any information contained in the printed project Brochure 
which was before you? 
A. I had no information it was false, if that is what you 
asked me. I took it as facts. · 
Q. Did you have any reason to doubt any fact set forth in 
itT 
A. I certainly did not. 
Q. Did I understand you to say you had been through the , 
project area. several times? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I failed to ask you as a member of the Council did you 
or not attend the public meeting on the project held in Ja.nua.ry, 
1953? 
A. No, sir, I did not attend the public meeting. 
page 1336 ~ 
• • • • • 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Sr.: 
Q. Mr. Summerson, if you had known or thought there 
were any facts represented in the Brochure as facts which 
were not in fact correct, you wouldn't have voted for the 
project, would you? 
A. You mean if I thought they were false I would not have 
voted for it Y 
Q. Yes. 
A. Certainly I would not if I hap. thought they were false. 
Q. If you had thought they didn't represent the true facts 
in reference to the area you ·wouldn't have voted for it, 
would you! · 
A. No, sir. 
• • • 
page 1337 ~ 
• • • • • 
Q. It was upon the Brochure you relied for those facts f 
A. Yes, sir. 
l 
r 
! 
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S. T. Bowman. 
Q. Had you ever been in a house in the area, or 
page 1338 ~ many of the houses t 
A. No, sir . 
• • • • 
page 1340 ~ S. T. BOWMAN 
the next witness, called by and on behalf of the 
Defendants, being first duly sworn, was examined and testi-
fied as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Woodward: 
• 
Q. How long have you been Commissioner of Revenue for 
the City of Bristol f 
A. Something over twenty-five years. 
Q. Is it part of your duties, Mr. Bowman, as Commissioner 
of Revenue to make up and keep the city land books 1 . 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Can you state, Mr. Bowman, what difference in assess-
ments generally in the City of Bristol, Virginia, 
· page 1341 t with regard to being· higher or lower there is in 
land between the years 1940 and 1954? 
A. Do you ~ean land only? 
Q. Yes. 
A. Well, generally speaking there has been very little 
change in land. ·when I was consulted about possibly testi-
fying in this case I made sort of a spot survey covering· maybe 
forty or fifty pieces of property here to satisfy my own mind 
and there is very little change in the land valuation. It is 
slightly more on my spot ·check. Ordinarily it might seem · 
funny why I couldn't answer that question from hard facts, 
but due to annexation and such it would be a long, detailed 
and arduous task to look up all the 1940 owners in the old City 
of Bristol, Virginia and take them from the 1950 reassessment 
or 1954 land book and compare the whole entirely, because of 
the annexation, so the only way I could arrive at any more 
or less positive statement would be by simply trying to make 
some spot check. 
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Q. Did I understand you to say they were slightly higher 
in 1954 than in 1940 7 
A. Yes., sfr, only slightly, that is land values. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Sr.: 
Q. Mr. Bowman,, do you know what is the 
:page 1342 } ratio value as between the assessed value of prop"!'f'.'·,,r:-. ,· 
... erty in Bristol, Virginia and the market value 1 ?,; 
A. You mean the assessed value and what we call actual ; 
value! it 
Q Yes l: . . ' 
A. The 1950 Board of Assessors used the yard stick that I 
would make the assessed value 35.0 per cent of the actual 
value. The State Department of Research, or the Depart-
ment of Taxation, who make surveys over the state for school 
purposes, etc., of which I have a copy in my office, and their 
statisticians go over actual sales, and their conclusions came 
-0ut 35.2 per cent. 
Q. In other words, a piece of property assessed at $1,000, 
.that would be 35 per cent of its actual value? 
A. Yes, sir, it would be worth around $3,000 or more. 
Q. Did that apply to improvements also, the same ratioY 
A. They took the whole thing, if it was a vacant lot or a lot 
with building on it, they didn't try to separate the land. That 
is a matter of public record and is printed in pamphlet form. 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
Bv Mr. Woodward: 
·Q. Mr. Bowman, can you state whether or not the assess-
ments of improvements on real estate between 
page 1343 ~ the years 1940 and 1954 have increased or de-
creased in the same proportion with the land 
:generally Y 
A. I think I can. I have made no detailed study or spot 
study particularly of it, but I do know there has been a marked 
increase in assessed values in Bristol, Virginia of improve-
ments, land being about the same, but improvements have 
gone up. I know that personally and otherwise . 
• • • • • 
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S. T. Bowman. 
RE-CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. "Widener, Jr. : 
Q. When you say they have increased generally you mean 
taking the city as a whole with the annexation, is that what 
you meanY 
A. Yes, sir, and I can elaborate on that some if necessary .. 
r\The land book is more than twice as much as 1940 .. 
i:" page 1344 ~ RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION .. 
By Mr. Woodward: 
• .. 
Q. As to actual values of real etsate in Bristol generally to 
w I1at extent have those values increased or decreased between 
the years 1940 and 1954 f 
• • 
A. Generally they have very materially increased, but of 
course there are exceptions. 
Q. Are you able to elaborate further on that, have they 
increased as much as 100 per cenU 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Or as much as 150 per cent f 
A. I would say 200 per cent. 
page 1345 ~ RE-CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Jr.: 
Q. That is only because of tlle fact that certain business 
property and home properties in certain areas where there 
have been increased values by annexation and business 
progress, etc., isn't th_at t.ru~, broadly speaking? . 
A. Yes, I don't know annexation would be included but 
demand in certain sections. 
Q. There are areas in Bristol where it has not increased 
any more than it has in the Sullins Alley or the Sullins Re-
development area, isn't that a fact, previous to 1950 I will 
put iU 
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John W. Stover. 
A. That answer would be almost yes, because I haven't 
made any particular study and have no familiarity with the 
Sullins area, hardly casual really, but I believe I could point 
out areas that would be probably. 
• • • • • 
JOHN vV. STOVER 
the next witness, recalled, was further examined and testified 
as follows: 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Stant: 
• 
page 1350 ~ 
• • • 
Q. Then the streets that adjoin or g·o by Rice Terrace, can 
you name those streets? 
A. Rebecca, Quarry, Oak, Mary, Virginia, Clinton Avenue, 
Harmeling Street and Edmonds Street ends, dead-ends into it. 
I believe that is all. 
page 1351 ~ Q. You wouldn't say this Exhibit No. 113 re-
flects arrests on those streets, would you T 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What streets adjoin Johnson Courts 1 
A. Moore Street, Oakview Street and Euclid A venue Ex-
tension, I believe it is called, and there is another street, 
South Street, I believe, circles around up in that area off to 
the east. 
·Q. You wouldn't say this exhibit reflects that arrests have 
been made on those streets t · 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Whereas the Exhibit No. 109 and the sub-exhibits do 
reflect the arrests made on the streets in the neighborhood 
of the redevelopment area, don't they? 
A. That is the way that was worked up and the way this 
was worked up I understood the request was for Riee Ter-
race and Johnson Court. 
• • • 
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John W. Bto·ver. 
Q. So the names listed on this Exhibit No. 113 
page 1352 ~ as being persons arrested at J ohnsoli. Cqurt and 
· Rice Terrace were residents of those gov.:ernment 
dwelling units, were they not 0/ \ • 
A. I would say a big majority of them. I didn't check into 
their address but I would say the big majority of them are 
or were residents of the address given as the place of arrest. 
Q. I w.on 't undertake to analyze it but I will for the record 
ask you to state generally, if you can, what is your opinion 
as Chief of Police as to the character of the offenses in Rice 
Terrace and Johnson Court as compared to the charges or 
offenses in the redevelopment area T ' 
A. In the Johnson Court and Rice Terrace area there were 
· considerably more arrests for juvenile and domestic relation 
matters than in the Sullins Redevelopment Area, and there 
were also very few, in fact only two arrests for whiskey 
charges in Johnson Court and none in the Rice Terrace area 
as compared to forty-three in the Sullins area . 
• 
page. 1354 ~ RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Stant: 
• • • • • 
Q. I imag'ine you haven't made any check to see if these 
names listed here were actual residents or occupants of the 
premises, have you? 
A. Other than the portion I personally checked, which was 
possibly one-fifth of the arrest forms, I would say a big por-
tion, or over three-fourths up in that area or more, were resi-
dents of the address given as the place of arrest . 
• • • • • 
page 1355 ~ 
• • • • 
THEREUPON, the following rebuttal evidence was intro-
duced on behalf of the Complainants: 
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OLAF McCROSKEY 
:recalled, was further examined and testified as f.ollows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION . 
.By Mr. Widener, Sr.: 
Q. You are Mr.. Olaf McCroskey and have been sworn and 
:testified .before in this case~ I believe? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You live at 18 Lancaster Str.eet? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ·where did you live during the year 19512 
:page 1356 } A. I lived on Lancaster Street. 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. At the same nll1I1:ber? 
Q. Who were the other adult members of your f arnily? 
A. Blanche McCroskey, my wife. 
Q. Did any other grown person live in the house who was 
11ot a member of your family? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. In August, 1951 did a young lady about thirty years of 
:age, attractive and well dressed young lady, visit your home. 
for the purpose of making a survey of the conditions in your 
· home? 
A. No, sir, there ain't never been nobody. 
Q. Has it ever been surveyed by :anybody! · 
A. No, sir, it ain't. Not when I was there. 
Q. What part of the time were you there in August, 1951? 
A. I got out to work at seven o'clock and come in different 
hours, anytime to ten o'clock, we ain't got no certain hours, 
we have to stay 'til they let us off. 
Q. So far as you know noQody ever made such survey? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. There is an Olaf McCroskey appears on a list that has 
been filed here of persons arrested at that address or in that 
neighborhood. Was that you? 
page 1357 } A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know who it was?' 
A. Yes, sir, it was my boy come in from North Carolina 
:and they fined him for speeding. He is named after me. 
Q. Did he live there with you at that time Y 
A. No, sir. 
• • 
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Mrs. Olaf McCroskey. 
page 1362 ~ 
• 
MRS. OLAF McCROSKEY 
the next witness, being first duly sworn, called by the Com-
plainants, in rebuttal, was examined and testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. ·widener, Sr. : 
Q. You are Mrs. Olaf McCroskeyf 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. The wife of Mr. McCroskey who just testifiedY 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you live at 18 Lancaster Street! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you lived there t 
A. Eig·ht years this fall. 
Q. In August, 1951, do you remember a young lady coming 
to your house to make what we will call a survey of your pre-
mises and the house, including an examination of the plumb-
ing facilities and the other conditions in the 
page 1363 ~ house, including· heating, drainage, etc., and ask-
ing you various questions about your income, 
and all that! 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did any lady ever come to your house asking such ques-
tions¥ 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Where do you work¥ 
A. I work at Moretz Candy factory. 
Q. What are your hours at hornet 
A. I go to work at-some years we have what we call a fall 
msh in the candy factory and some years it is customary that 
one shift goes at seven-thirty, but now this year we just have 
two shifts and some years we have three. 
Q. How was it back in 1951 t 
A. Back at that time I went to work at seven-thirty and 
got off at four. · · 
Q. Was there any other adult member of your family or 
grown member of your household living there in 1951 y 
A. No, sir . 
• • • • 
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page 1366 } JOHN L. BRUMET 
. . a witness for the Complainants, recalled on re-
buttal, ~~s further examined and testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Sr. : 
Q. Mr. Brumet, you have previously testified in this case, 
haven't you T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What is the number of your residence 1 
A. 829 Sullins Street. 
Q. I believe you were in the courthouse the other day when 
Mrs. Weiss testified, were you not T 
A. Yes, sir. _ 
Q. In August, 19'51, or at any other time, was she ever in 
your house so far as you know Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did she ever ask you any questions anywhere Y 
A. No, sir, I never saw the lady until I saw her in the court-
room here. 
Q. In 19fjl, in August, what were your hours at home! 
A. I couldn't say definitely. I get through work at one 
o'clock right often and go out to my farm at Benhams and 
stay until late in the afternoon. 
Q. Who were the adult members of your family 
page 1367 } in 1951 Y 
A. Just me and my wife. 
Q. · Did anyone else live in your home Y 
A. No, sir. 
·Q. Did you receive a postal card stating someone would 
come to your home to make a survey Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did that person ever come there to make the survey 
mentioned on the postal card Y 
A. No, sir . 
• • • • • 
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Mrs. Joh!n L. Brumet. J own Teaster. 
page 1370 t M:RS. JOHN L. BRUMET 
the next witness, called by the Complaj.nants on 
rebuttal, being first duly sworn, was examined anif. testified 
as follows : · 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Sr.: 
Q. Yon are Mrs. John L. Brumett 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Mrs. Brumet, in August, 1951, did a young lady about 
thirty years old come to your home with reference to making 
a survey of your house and its interior as to heating, plumb-
ing, lighting and other facilities f 
A. No, sir, they did not. 
Q. Did any young lady ever come to your house Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How long have you and your husband lived there? 
A. Thirty-one years. 
Q. You are the wife of Mr. John L. Brumet who just testi-
fied Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
• • • • • 
page 1372 t 
• • • 
JOHN TEASTER 
the next witness, called by the Complainants in rebuttal, be-
ing first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows : 
DIR.ECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Sr.: 
Q. Your name is John Teaster Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where do you liveY 
A.. Up on Kings A.Hey. 
Q. What is the numberY 
A. Fourteen. 
Q. What other grown people live in the hous.e with you! 
A. No one except my wife and me. 
. ' 
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M.rs ... John Teaster .. 
:Q. <W.h.o lived in the house with you in 19.5H 
A. Np 10ne except my daughter stayed there .awhile with. 
my wife .and me .. 
·. ·Q. Do you know if .she was there in August, 
:page 137.3 } . 1951 t 
A. N.o,. sir, I don't remember that. 
Q. As far as you know did any young lady .about thirty 
years old in August, 1951 make a survey .of the interior of 
your house, examining the plumbing .and the heating and t ~J · 
lighting and asking about your income .and .similar questionsi 
.A. No, sir, not to my knowing. 
Q. That .didn·'t happen! 
A. No, sir.. 
Q. Did a young lady with those questions ev.er .come to 
your house to investigate iU 
A. No, sir. 
JJage 1'374} 1\IBS. JOHN 'TEASTER 
the next witness, called by the Complainants in 
rebuttal, being ·first .duly sworn, w.as examined and testified .as 
:follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION .. 
J3y Mr. Widener, 'Sr .. : 
Q. You are Mrs. John Teaster! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where do you live! 
A. 14 Kings Alley. 
Q. In 1951 ·did you live there f 
A. Yes, ~ir. 
Q. How long have y;ou lived there 7 
A. Seventeen years. 
Q. In 1951 were any grown people living in the house with 
you beside y~u and your husband? 
A. No, sir, just me and him was all that lived there. 
Q .. Was your daughter there any of that time? 
A. She was in and out but she didn 1t live with us .. 
Q. She was not a member .of the family? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. ·where did she live Y 
A. She stayed with her sister Patsy up on Lilly Street. 
Q.. During the year 1951 .did a young lady about thirty 
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... 
; 
. years old, a nice looking girl, come to yoU_F .home 
page 1375 r and make a survey or ask about the pl~bing or 
inspect the house with reference to he8't; light&, 
etc. Y ' 
A. No, sir, wasn't anyone done anything like that, unless 
they come when I wasn't at home, but I am at home most all 
the time. 
. Q. You never saw or heard of that inspection being made 
.of your house. in 1951 Y 
A. No, sir. 
• • • 
page 1377 ~. 
•. # 
JOHN PHILLIPS 
the next witness, called by the Complainants in rebuttal, be-
ing first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Sr.: 
Q. What is your name f 
A. John Phillips. 
Q. Where do you live f 
A. 804 Sullins. 
Q. Sullins Street or Alley f 
A. Sullins Street. 
Q. Where did you live during the year 1951 ! 
page 1378 } A. I lived there, not where I do now, but across 
the street at 815. 
Q. You lived at 815 Sullins Street at that time¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In August, 1951. who were the members of your family 
or household? 
A. ·Just me and my wife. 
Q. Who else.lived in the house if any one? 
A. Nobody. I have 4ad a roomer and might have had then, 
I don't remember. 
Q. If you did you don't remember! 
A. No, sir, I don't. · · 
Q. During August, 1951 did a young lady, an attractive 
nice looking girl about thirty years old, come to your house 
') 
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JJ!rs. Cora Phillips. 
and make a survev of the interior of it with a view to deter-
mining the condition of the plumbing, heating, lighting, and 
other kindred matters, including what income you had, etc.? 
A. No, sir, never did. 
Q. Did she at any other time during 1951 other than in 
AugusU 
A. No, sir, nobody. 
* * * 
page 1382 ~ MRS. CORA PHILLIPS 
a witness for the Complainants, recalled on re-
buttal, was examined and testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Sr.: 
·Q. You are Mrs. Cora or J obn Phillips? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You have previously testified in this case V 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You are the :wife of Mr. Phillips who just testified? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where do you live T 
A. 804 Sullins Street. 
Q. Where did you live before you moved to 804 Sullins 
Street? 
A. 815 Sullins Street across from where I now live. 
Q. During the year 1951 did a young lady about thirty. 
years of age, well dressed and good looking, come to your 
house and enter the house with a view of making a survey of 
the interior of it and inspect the plumbing or the heating and 
lighting fixtures or anything in the house 1 
A. No, sir, never did one come. · 
Q. No one ever came there? 
A. No, sir, they didn't. 
page 1383 ~ Q. What part of the day during that period 
including August, 1951, were you at home? 
A. I was sick during that time, I had been operated on, 
and I was at home all the time. 
Q. You were sick and at home all the time? 
A: Yes, sir. 
* • * 
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page 1385 ~ WA.NITA KILGORE 
the next witness, called by the Complainants in 
rebuttal, being first duly sworn, was examined and testified as 
follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Sr.: 
Q. Are you Miss y\' ani ta Kilgore 7 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. Where ~o you live? 
A. 839 Sullins Street. 
Q. How long have you lived there? 
A. Eight years. 
·Q. In 1951 who were the adult or grown members of that 
household? 
A. Mrs. Agnes Kilg·ore, Viola Kilgore and myself. 
Q. In August, ·1951 did a young lady about thirty years 
old, good looking and well dressed, come to your house and 
inspect the plumbing and heating facilities and the other in .. 
terior of the house? 
A. No, sir, she did not, not while I was there. 
Q. Did she come there? 
A. She did not. 
Q. Did you ever see her? 
A. No, I did not. 
• 
page 1387} 
• • 
• 
• • 
VIOLA KILGORE 
• 
• 
the next witness, called by the Complainants in rebuttal, be-
ing first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Sr.: 
Q. Yon are Viola Kilgore T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where do you live? 
A. 839 Sullins Street. 
Q. How long have you lived there f 
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Mr.s .. Ralph Brumet .. 
. A .. Eight years.. 
Q. W.h.o were the '°ther members of that A()Us.ehold in the 
:,year 19.5U 
A. Mr.s. Agnes Kilgore., Wanita Kilgore .and myself .. 
Q. In August, 1951 did .a youn:g lady .come .to your home 
(Interrupted.) 
A. Not that I kn.ow .of .. 
Q. Let me ;finish my question, did .a y.onng lady .co.me t.@ 
J'Our home with reference to making an inspection of the in.4':''\· 
±erior .as to the plumbing, he.ating, etc. j 
A, If .she did I didn't see her,. 
page 1388} Q. Did she .come ther.e so far as you lmow! 
. A. N.o, sir.. · 
Q. What hours are you home 7 
A. I am gone from seven to four five days .a week.. 
Q. And the other days you .are .at home J 
A. Yes, .sir .. 
Q. And the .other hours you :ar.e :at home 7 
A. Yes, sir .. 
·Q. Your mother is Mrs. Agnes Kilgor,e j 
A. Yes, sir .. 
.. .• .. 
:page 1389 } MRS. RALPH BRUMET 
the next witne.s:s., ,caa,lled on behalf ,of the C.tmi.· 
J>lainants, being :fir.st .duly .sw,om, w.as .examined and testified 
.as follows~ 
D~RECT EXAMINATION .. 
~By Mr .. Widener, :Sr.: 
Q. Please state your ·name .. 
A. Reba .June Brumet. · 
Q. Are you the wife ,of Mr .. Ralph Brumet of c.ounsel in this 
'°aseY 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And his mother :and father :ar.e Mr. and Mrs ... John L.. 
.:Brumet! 
A. Yes, ·sir. 
Q. How long have you lived in Bristol Y 
A. A.bout six y-ears. 
:Q. "Where did you live in 1951 in Bristolf 
A. At Holly- Lane; Bristol, Virginia. 
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Charles Moore. 
Q. During 1951 at any time when you have been visiting: 
in the home of Mr. and Mrs. J obn L. Brumet did a young 
lady about thirty years old, well dressed and nice looking and 
attractive,. come to that home to inspect the plumbing,. heating, 
lighting and general interior of the home 1 
A. No, sir. 
r \ No cross examination. , (Witness excused.) 
> 
page 1390 ~ . CHARLES MOORE 
the next witness, called by the Complainants in 
re~uttal, being first duly sworn,. was examined and testified as 
follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Sr. : 
Q. Your name is Charles Moore'l 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you testified before in this case 4l 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Where do you live Y 
A. 13 Lancaster Street .. 
Q. Who were the members of your family in 1951 at 13 
Lancaster Street Y 
A. My wife and myself and boy about sixteen years old 
at that time. 
Q. Who was he Y 
A. Tommy Moore. 
Q. That was your son and he was about sixteen years old 
at that time Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did anybody room at your house then? 
A. Oscar Sutherland, Foreman on· TV A out here did. 
Q. W'hen was he at the house? 
A. He was at the house from eleven or twelve 
page 1391 ~ at night to about two thirty in the afternoon he 
worked at night. ' 
Q. Is he in Bristol nowY 
A. No, sir, he works for the TV A down in Tennessee some-
where. I don't know where it is .. 
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Mrs. Charles Moore. 
Q. Mr. Moore, in August, 1951, did a young lady about 
thirty years old, attractive and well dressed, come to your 
home so far as you know i 
A. No, sir. 
Q. For the purpose of inspecting the plumbing and heating 
facilities inside the house? 
A. No, sir. 
·Q. You never saw such a lady asking any questions about 
the interior of your house Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. And she was never in your house Y 
A. No, sir, not to my knowledge. 
Q. Did you ever hear of her being there in the house? 
A. No, sir, I never did. 
• • • • • 
page 1393} 
• • • • • 
MRS. CHARLES MOORE 
the next witness, called by the Complai~ants in rebuttal, be-
ing· first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. ·widener, Sr.: 
Q. Mrs. Moore, I believe you have testified previously in 
this case? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where do you live? 
A. 13 Lancaster Street. 
Q. How long have you lived there? 
· A. Fourteen or fifteen years. 
page 1394 } Q. You are the wife of Mr. Charles Moore, 
who just testified? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In August, 1951 can you state whether or not a young 
lady about thirty years old came to your house with a view 
to inspecting it as to plumbing, lights and the other facilities 
inside the house and asked questions concerning income, etc. Y 
A. She did not. 
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Z. B. Vance. 
Q. Did you ever see her in that house at any time1 
A. I don't recall at any time anyone being there. I am sure 
no one inspected my plumbing :fixtures and I don't recall at 
any time anyone being there. 
Q. Who else lived in your home at that time! 
A. Oscar Sutherland roomed with us. He was a TV A em-
ployee. 
Q. He doesn't live there now and is out of the state, isn't 
he now? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did anyone ever tell you this young lady was in your 
house inspecting it ? 
A. No, sir. 
• • • • 
page 1396 ~ 
• • • • • 
Z.B.VANCE 
the next witness, called by the Complainants in rebuttal, be-
ing first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Widener, Sr.: 
• • • • 
page 1397 ~ Q. ·where do you live¥ 
A. 833 Sullins Street. 
Q. Did you live there in 1951 Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
• 
Q. Who were the adult or grown-up members of your house-
hold at that time? 
A. Miss Candy Gerkman, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Shutter and 
Mr. and Mrs. Spiller Wagner, my wife and myself. 
Q. What part of the daytime were you at home in 1951 Y 
A. I was at home from three-thirty to seven next morning, 
with the exception of Saturday and Sunday I was at home 
all day. 
Q. During August, 1951 did anyone inspect your house, the 
house where you live? · 
A. No, sir, not that I ever knew of. 
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Mrs. Agnes Kilgore. 
rQ. Did a young lady come there about thirty years of age? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. With a view to inspecting it as to its plumbing, lighting, 
heating, etc.? 
A. If she did I didn't see her. 
Q. Do you know of any lady doing that? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you hear of it 1 
:page 1398 } A. No, sir. 
Q. Are you in charge of that property! 
A. Yes, sir, my' wife and myself. 
Q. For some heirs, I believe? 
A. Yes, sir, the Kaylor heirs. 
Q. And you and your wife had charge of it then for the 
heirs? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And nobody reported to you it had been inspected? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did anybody who lived there have any control over 
that property except you? 
A. No, sir. 
:page 1399} 
• • • 
J\.fRS. AGNES KILGORE 
the next witness, called by the Complainants in rebuttal, being 
first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
l3y Mr. Widener, Sr.: 
Q. You are Mrs. Agnes Kilgore? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How old are you T 
A. I am sixty-two. 
Q. Where do you live? 
A. I live at 839 Sullins Street. 
Q. Who are the members of your household or who were 
in 1951 the adult members? 
A. Just myself and Wanita and Viola. 
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Mrs. Z. B. Vance. 
Q. In the year 1951 in Aug11st, did anyone come to your 
house, a young lady about thirty years old, for the purpose of 
inspecting the interior of the· house t 
pag·e 1400 ~ A. No, sir. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
,,,, By Mr. Woodward: 
- ·· Q. You mean if such a person came you didn't see the· per'"" 
son! 
A .. No, sir, I didn't, but I could have seen her if she had 
been there for I am there all the time. I don't leave the house .. 
Q. You never_ leave the house Y 
A. I am there all the time for I take care of the children.. 
0 • • • • 
page 1402 ~ 
MRS. Z. B. V ANOE 
the next witness, called by the Complainants in rebuttal, be-
ing :first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION .. 
By Mr. Widener, Sr. : 
Q. You are Mrs. Z. B .. Vance f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you ever been on the witness stand before? 
A. No, sir. . 
Q. ·what is your address! 
A. 833 Sullins Street. 
Q. How long have you lived at 833 Sullins Street Y 
A. Well, we have lived there nine years this past September .. 
Q. In August, 1951 did a young lady about thirty years of 
age come to your home for the purpose of inspecting your 
premises as to the chara~ter of the heat, the lighting equip-
ment, plumbmg, etc., so far as you know¥ 
page 1403 } A. Well, I didn't see her. · 
Q. Was she there so far as you know¥ 
A. One lady was there. 
Q. What did the lady say¥ 
A. Well, I don't know because I didn't hear her .. 
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Andy Lovelace. 
Q. YOU didn't hear the lady say anything? 
A. Oh, yes. 
Q. What did the lady say to you Y 
A. The lady at home 1 
Q. Did some lady tell you she talked to a lady who was 
at the house! 
. A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did the lady tell you Y 
A. She asked about her rent and how long she had been 
there is all I know about it. 
Q. That is what the lady told you? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When did you learn that? 
A. One day this week. 
Q. Who was iU 
A. :Mlss Candy Gerkman told me. 
Q. Did she tell you what part of the house she inspected or 
just what did she tell you Y 
A. She didn't inspect anything but that one 
page 1404 ~ room or one apartment was the only place she 
was in so far as I know. 
page 1406 ~ 
* • 
ANDY LOVELACE 
the next witness, called by the Complainants in rebuttal, being 
first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
-
By Mr. Widener, Sr.; 
* * • 
page 1407 ~ Q. I mean so far as you .know? 
A. So far as I know they didn't. 
Q. She never talked to you 7 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You never saw her talk to anyone else Y 
A. I don't know if s~e talked to my wife or not. 
594 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
Mrs. Andy Lovelace. 
Q. But yon didn't see her? · 
A. No, sh. 
Q. What were your hours at home i 
A. I am away before seven o'clock and it is dark when I get 
back. 
Q. Did yon ever hear of this lady being there for the pur-
pose of making an inspection? 
A. No, sir. 
• • • • • 
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• • • • • 
MRS. ANDY LOVELACE 
the next witness, called by the Complainants in rebuttal, being 
first duly sworn, was examined and testifie4 as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Wide-p.er, Sr.: 
Q. Yon have testified before in this case I believe? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Yon live at 823 Sullins StreeU 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Yon are the same person as Mrs. Jewel Lovelace 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you live at 823 Sullins Street in 1951? 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. In August, 1951 did a young lady about thirty years 
of age come to your house with a view to inspecting it with 
ref ere nee to the plumbing, heating, lighting, etc. Y 
A. No, sir. 
page 1411 ~ Q. ,vhat part of the day were you at home in 
August, 1951? 
A. I am at home all day. I stay at home all day and never 
leave unless my husband is there with the kids . 
• • • • • 
page 1422 ~ 
• • • • • 
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W. C. BONHAM 
the next witness, called by the Defendants in sur-rebuttal, 
being first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows-: 
DIRECT EXAl\ilNATION. 
:By Mr. Woodward.: 
• 
Q. What is your present occupation? 
A. Building and Plumbing Inspector for the City of Bris-
tol, Virginia. 
Q. How long have you lived in Bristol? 
A. All my life. 
Q. I take it you have been out of Bristol at times Y 
A. Yes, sir, in school and in service, and I worked for about 
two vears out of Bristol. · 
page 1423 } Q ... Do you hav~ a college degree 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What is it and where from Y 
.A.. It is a B. S. degTee in physics from William and Mary 
College. 
Q. What experience in building or housing have you had, 
Mr. Bonham? 
A. When I finished school I went to work for a construction 
eompany remodeling and enlarging a cement plant in Ford-
wick, Virginia, and I moved to California and sold roofing and 
-siding and insulation and some other supplies for housing 
and then I worked for C. P. Moore, Jr., and Associates, ap-
J,raisal and engineering firm, for approximately three years. 
Q. What years were they? 
A. From March, 1950 to July, 1953. 
Q. In connection with your employment with Mr. Moore did 
you or not have any occasion to enter and inspect dwellings 
~ithin what is known as the Sullins redevelopment project? 
• • • • 
page 1434} 
• • • 
Q. Mr. Bonham, for approximately how long did you work 
on the Sullins project? 
A. In making a survey of the property! 
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W. C .. Bonham. 
Q .. Yes .. 
A. From the last of June to Octa bir,. 1952 .. 
Q. Was your work continuous Y 
A. No,. sir .. 
• • • 
page 1~5} 
• • • 
• 
.... 
Q.. Mr .. Bonham, in the course of your inspection of various 
premises in the Sullins redevelopment project, did you or not 
make any notes or recordings of what you inspected Y 
A. Yes, sir.. · 
Q' .. Do ycrm recall whether (l)r not you inspected the premises 
at 30 King Street Y 
A. Yes, sir,.. I inspected. that: 
Q. Are you willing or able to state without refreshing your 
recollection as to exactly what you found on the premises, at 
30 King Street y· 
A. No, sir, I am not .. 
page 1436 ~ Q. By ref erring to Exhibit No. 116 for identifi-
cation are you able to refresh your recolle~tion as 
to the condition you found at 30 King Street! 
A .. Yes, sir. 
Q .. Are you al>le to state how many rooms you found in 
that house! 
• 
page 1437 r 
• • 
Q. Now, Mr. Bonham, can yon state on what date vou iu-
spected this house 7 " 
A. On the 16th of September, 1952. 
Q. Can you state how many rooms you found in the house T 
A. Seven rooms, five bedrooms. · 
Q. "\Vas there a bathroom in the house i 
A. Yes,· sir, one, bath .. 
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W. C. Bonham. 
Q. Was there hot running water in the house? 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. By what was it supplied 7 
A. A fifty-two gallon electric hot water heater, excuse me, 
a gas hot water heater, a Servel gas heater. 
page 1438 ~ Q. Did you talk with any occupant personally 
while you were in the house¥ 
A. Yes, sir, I talked with Mrs. Duncan. 
Q. How many dwelling units did you find to be within this 
house? 
A. It is one unit, it is a boarding or rooming house. 
Q. In what condition did you :find the floor in the bathroom 
to be? 
A. The floor around the water closet was rotten. 
Q. Mr. Bonham, were you in the premises at 804 Sullins 
Street? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: ·who owns that? 
Mr. Woodward: For the purposes of the record may I 
identify each of "these with a project number as I ask about 
them? 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: Yes, sir. 
Mr. Woodward: The former one was 6-1 at 30 King Street. 
The premises designated 6-2 located at 804 Sullins Street I 
understood the witness to say he inspected those premises. 
Th~ Witness: Yes, sir, on September 16, 1952. 
Q. How many rooms did you find 1 
A. Seven rooms and two bathrooms. 
page 1439 ~ Q. Was there hot water in the houset 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Supplied by what Y 
A. Electric hot water heater. 
Q. How was the house heated? 
A. With stoves and grates. 
Q. How many dwelling units did you find within the house? 
A. The notes indicate here there were two units, now I 
would say that was a 1·ooming house, one unit was. 
Q. You found one unit used as a roomine.· house? 
A. Yes, sir. ...., 
Q. With regard to the premises designated 6-3 at 810 Sullins 
Street, were you in those premises? · 
A. Yes, sir. 
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W. C. Bonhmn. 
Q. On what date! 
A. The 16th of September, 1952. 
Q. How many rooms did you find in that house Y 
A. Five rooms. 
Q. How many dwelling units did you find in the house Y 
A. One unit. 
Q. Was there a bath! 
r A. Yes, sir. Q. Was there running hot water! 
'\' 
page 1440 ~ A. Supplied by what¥ 
A. Gas hot water heater. 
' Q. How was the house heated? 
A. Stoves and grates. 
Q. What condition, if you can recall or refresh your recollec-
tion, so ·as to recall, were the porches on the house Y 
A. On the rear it was in bad condition, the steps were rotten 
and the porch was sagging. 
Q. In what condition was the roof of the house? 
A. It is my recollection it was of metal shingle, painted 
with no gutters. 
Q. There were no gutters Y 
A. That's right. 
Q. In what condition was the flooring of the house! 
A. It was pine flooring with no sub-flooring and showed 
evidence of wear. The floor was worn . 
• • • • • 
Q. Project 6-4, 816 Sullins Street, will you 
page 1441 ~ state l\Ir. Bonham when you were in that house 
and what you found 1 
A. I was there September 16, 1952. It is six rooms, four 
bedrooms, two apartments, heated by stove, no hot water. 
The bath and toilet are entered from the rear porch. It was 
in a run-down condition. The plaster was falling off in the 
house. Part of the interior walls were wood ceiling. 
Q. How many sinks were in the house if you know T 
A. Two sinks. The house had no screens and no sub-floor-
ing. 
Q. Do you have any recollection as to what condition the 
walls of the toilet room were in? 
A. Yes, sir, mv recollection on that is that it had three 
walls exposed to· the weather and there wasn't any sheeting· 
or ceiling on the inside and it ,,1ould be cold in the winter-
time, it wasn't air-tight or heated. 
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W .. C. Bonham. 
Q. 1Vhat condition, if you recall,, was the flooring in the 
house inf 
A. The floor showed signs of wear and was generally in a 
worn condition. 
Q. Mr. Bonham, with regard to all of the premises con-
.cerning which you have testified., was anyone with. you at 
the time of your inspection¥ 
A. Yes, sir, in all these cases Mr. Pat Moore was with me 
when I made them. 
page 1442 } Q. He was with you at the time t 
A. Yes, sir, and some of them we had another 
member of the party to hold the end of the tape. When we 
made the inspection we took details of the construction and . 
notes on the condition of the property, things that affected 
the value of the property, and also took the dimensions of all 
these houses. vVe took a party of two, three and four. There 
was always more than one. 
Q. I am going· to ask you in the future when I ask you con-
-cerning any one of the premises you visited if Mr. Moore was 
not with you at the time will you so state¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 'No. 6-4, that is at the rear of 816 Sullins Street, 17 Sul-
lins Street. 
A. Clarence J olmson is the owner. We made this inspec-
tion on September 17, 1952. It is a three room house with one 
bedroom, one unit, water closet under the house. No hot 
water. It is heated with stoves. The water closet under the 
bouse was in an unsanitary condition and would be hard 
to use too because the clearing height under that house is 
low, and also it was just a dirt floor. 
Q. Do you get to the water closet from the floor above with-
,out going outside the house Y 
A. No, sir, the kitchen floor was rotten and had 
J)age 1443 } a cold water sink only and drop cord lights. 
Q. No. 6-5, 828 Sullins Street. 
A. I made this inspection on September 16, 1952. This was 
a larg·e rooming house, twelve rooms and two baths, with 
a storage room off of the rear porch. There were three apart-
ments and one room rented. It had oil stoves and grates 
for heat. One apartment was heated with hot air and the 
rest was oil stoves and grates. As I recall it a Mrs. Haynes 
lived in the house and her daughter used part of the down-
stairs on one.side and part of the upstairs, and she lived in the 
other part downstairs, and an apartment upstairs and room 
to rent. 
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W. C. Bonha'l'n. 
Q. Was there any means of preparing meals- in the single 
room? 
A. As I recall it there was a hot plate out in the kall they 
used for cooking,. in the rear hall. 
Q. You have stated there were two baths. W a:s either of 
those baths· private, that is for the exclusive llSe of either 
one of the units i 
A. No, sir, I would say not .. 
The Court:· You mean by having .two baths they also had 
running water and hot water? 
The Witness : There was no hot water in the apartments:. 
Mv recollection is there was no hot water in the 
page 1444 ~ house. 
The Court:- It had nmning wateF thong~ 
didn't itY 
The Witness : Yes, sir, it did. 'The llouse was built in two 
units originally. I believe the original plan was the 'house 
was intended for a duplex and Mrs. Haynes was using the 
rig·ht downstairs and .on the left her daughter lived and Mrs~ 
Haynes was sick,. and upstairs there was an apartment with 
an extra room to rent and s~me of the things foT· 1\lrs .. 
Haynes' apartment wouldn't apply to the other part, she had 
a heating plant and the other units didn't have heat. 
Q. Do you have any recollection as to the condition of the 
walls or floors in the house 7 · 
A. The exterior needed painting badly, the floors were 
worn. 
Q. No. 6-6, 824 Sunins Street. 
A. I made that inspection on September 16, 1952'. It has 
five :rooms with two units, two apartments. This· had an 
outside toilet in the rear yard. I 'believe the rear of this 
house ha:d been torn off and remodeled in the last two years 
and it had two tenants, Mrs, Charles Leonard and Mrs. Charles 
Mumpower. 
Q. Was there any rnnning water inside the house t 
A. No, sir, outside water tap. 
Q. Any hot water Y 
A. No, sir. 
page 1445· ~ Q. How was it heated f 
A. With stoves. 
Q. "\Vere there any sinks in the house f . 
A. No., sir, no sinks in the liouse.. It had outside water 
taps .. 
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W. C. Bonham. 
Q. 6-7, 830 Sullins Street. 
A. I made this inspection Septem her Hi, 1952. It has six 
rooms, one full bath, one unit. Hot air heat. This is a housp 
we did not enter. It was Mr. Maines' bom;e and vV. D. Odum 
lived in the house, and we got the information from the 
tenant. It was one of the two houses we did not g·o in in the 
whole project area. This information was given to .us by the 
tenant. 
Q. Will you state why you did not g;o inside? 
A. We went to the house on two or three occasions and she 
wanted to check with the owner, the temmt did, to see if it 
would be all right to let us go in the house, and the owner 
advised her not to let us make an inspection of the house so 
we didn't go in, however we did take the outside measurements 
of the house. . 
Q. At the rear of 830 Sullins, 6-7b, that is 833 Sullins Alley. 
A. I went there on September 20, 195:!. It was a three room 
house, one unit, and a water closet, no hot water, 
page 1446 ~ cold water sink. The house was wired for elec.-
tric stove. It had drop cor<l lights. 
Q. You say there was only a water closet? 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Did the house have a bath tub or shower? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. 6-9a, 844 Sullins Street. 
A. I made this inspection on September 22, 1952. The 
house was four rooms, one unit. The interior was wood cei]-
ing painted. This was occupied by Mattie Washington. I 
believe she was buying it from Dr. Edwards on a sales con-
tract. Water closet at the rear of the lot. At one time there 
was four houses built on what appeared to be two lots there 
and right in the corner of those lots was a store with four 
out-door water closets, and she used one of those. The honse 
was heated with grates but no hot water. This house was in 
very bad condition generally, run do,vn, needed paint, had 
gone for a time without paint, and the floors worn and sagged, 
and the interior generally worn. This Louse had been on fire 
once. It showed sig·ns of that on the exterior by smoke, etc. 
Q. Do you have any recollection of the condition of the 
porch floor? 
A. Yes, sir, the front porch floor was rotten, 
page 1447 } wood posts rotten. 
-- Q. Do you have any. recollection as to the 
condition of the toilet enclosure in the water c1osct in the back 
yard? 
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A. Yes, sir. It was in a very unsanitary condition, dirty, 
one of these closets that never do operate quite rig·ht and 
dicln 't flush the bowl out too good. 
Q. Do you have auy recollection as to whether there were 
anv electrical fixtures in use in the house f 
A. No, sir, electricity was available but it wasn't connected 
to this house. She used oil lamps for lights. 
Q. You do have a recollection about that then? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q: 6-9b, 848 Sullins Street. 
A. Dora Cannon wns buying that house from Dr. Edwards. 
I made that inspection September 22, 1952. This was a. five 
room house with one unit, closet outside. At the time we 
made this inspection there was stove heat, and she had hot 
water in the house ,vitl1 a wall hung kitchen sink. 
Q. I am afraid I failed to ask you as to ,-~lhether or not 
there was any hot water in 844 Sullins Street. 
A. No, sir, there wasn't. 
Q. But there was hot water at 848 Sullins Street? 
A. Yes, sir, but no bath. 
Q. Did 844 Sullins have running water! 
page 1448 ~ A. Yes, sir, it had cold water in 844. This one 
had stove heat. 
Q. Do you recall whether or not there were electrical con- · 
nections at 848 Sullins Street? 
A. Yes, sir, there ,vere. 
Q. How did the eondition of this house compare with that 
at 844 Sullins? 
A. It was in bette1· condition than 844. 
Q. 6-10, 39 Commonwealth Avenue. 
A. I made this in:-:pection on September 16, 1952. It is four 
rooms, one unit. Tlwre was a water closet off of the rear 
porch and this water closed wasn't frost-proof at all, it had 
cracks in the sidewalls and the door didn't fit properly, and 
it was entered from the rear porch. This rear porch was a 
wooden porch rig·ht on the gTound and it was rotten and no 
screens on tlle housP. 
Q. Was there an~T- bath or shower in the l10use? 
A. No tub, no, sir, and no hot water, and it was heated bv 
stoves and cold water sink in the house. ·· 
Q. Do you have any recollection as to the condition of the 
wal1s? 
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A. They were piastered w.alls with the paper coming off 
.and the plaster was cracked. Paul Harr was the owner and the 
tenant at that time was Ivan McGhee. 
page 1449 } Q. 6-13, 47 Sullins Alley. 
A. I made this inspection September 17~ 1952. 
This was a four room house, one unit, outside water closet, 
eoal grates for heat, no hot water. The house was built right 
-0n the ground and was rotten and had termites. 
Q. Do you recall whether or not this house was close to 
:filling station 1 
A. Yes, sir, it was built very close to the rear of Mr. 
,Y orrell 's filling station and would tend to block your light 
.and ventilation on that side of the house. 
Q. Approximately how close was it to the wall of the fill-
ing station? 
A. :M:y recollection is about four feet. 
Q. How many bedrooms were in this house 1 
A. Two bedrooms. 
Q. Do you have any recollection as to whether or not this 
house has been changed or remodeled since the date of your 
inspection? 
A. Yes, sir, it has been t.orn down and a new building built, 
'' Many Wonders'' was bmlt there. 
Q. 6-14, 43 S.ullins Alley. 
A. Four rooms and a bath. I made this inspection on Sep-
tember 17, 1952. It is one unit, stove heat, no hot water. 
Q. Do you have any further recollection about 
page 1450 ~ the house or condition of iU . 
A. Part of the interior. walls were wood ceiling 
and papered. On the right side of that house it was built 
into the dirt, that would tend to cause rot and deterioration 
in the house. 
Q. 6-15, 15 Sullins Alley. 
A. I made this inspection September 17, 1952, three rooms 
in this house with two rooms in the basement, but they were 
not habitable by anybo'dy's standard. Three rooms were up-
stairs on the first floor and claimed to be two rooms in the 
basement by the tenant, Mattie Hensley. I inspected those 
two rooms in the basement but I wouldn't call them rooms. 
Q. Who did you say the tenant was? 
A. Mattie Hensley, and the owner was S. A. Blevins. 
Counting the rooms under the house I have it two units, plas-
tered papered interior walls and roof that leaked. It had a 
bath in the upstairs and had stove heat and range boiler. 
'}, 
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Q. Explain what you mean by a range boiler? 
A. A back water heater connecte·d to some other heating 
device or stove, it could be on a cooking stove, but usually 
it is connected to a furnace. 
Q. How was it at 15 Sullins Alley! 
A. It was connected to a stove .. 
page 1451 ~ Q. W'hat kind of stove! 
A. A cooking stove. 
Th;e Court: So there was hot water! 
The Witness: Yes, sir, a range boiler .. 
Q. What was connected to the stove r 
A. The plumbing, the hot water part. 
The Court: Is there circulating hot water1{ 
The Witness: Yes, sir, heated by a range, a back boiler tI1ey 
eall it, drop cord lights and a plain sink. 
Q. Do you recall whether or not there were any windows 
in the basement of that housef 
A. No, sir, there were no basement windows. 
Q. You remember that, do yon t 
A. Yes,. I do • 
.. 
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·Q. WitI1 regard to 25 Commonwealth Avenue, Mr. Bon-
ham; do you have an independent recollection as to tlmt with-
out refreshing your recollection f 
A. Not in detail, no, sir. 
Q. Will you state when you were in the I10nse, if you have 
any means of 1·efreshing- your recollection, and what you 
found? 
A. Referring· to our field notes here, we made tlrn inspection 
on (interrupted). 
l\fr. Widener, Sr.: Are those your notes t' 
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A. Yes, sir. We made the inspection on August 25, 1952. 
The house belonged to Mr. Denton, eight room house, one bath, 
and one room had a water clrn,et in it downstairs. 
page 1453 ~ The bath was upstairs. It was one unit, two 
bedrooms downstairs and three bedrooms up-
stairs. The house had stove heat. The hot water was range 
boiler connected to the stove and also one connected to tho 
furnace. This house had rooms for rent. 
Q. I believe you stated it was a one-unit house? 
A. Yes, sir, it had rooms to rent. 
Q. It was a rooming; house? 
A. Yes, sir. This house had been a pretty good house in its 
day I would say, but it is g-etting old now. 'rl1e house was 
built about six and a half feet from the. st.ore on the front 
and then there was a foot off-set and it put part of the house 
about five and a half feet from Mr. Denton 's store. 
Q. What is the effect of that, if any! . 
A. Buildings close together like that there is always dan-
ger of the spread of fire and it always cuts down the light and 
ventilation in the buildings . 
• • 
Q. Do you have any independent recollection, 
page 1454 ~ without refreshing your memory, with regard to 
the premises at 24 King StreeU 
A. Not details, no, sir. 
Q. ·wm you then describe what you found and the date 
you were in the house, after you have refreshed your recol-
lection? 
A. 1\f rs. Fred O'Dell was the tenant. 
Q. "\Vas she the tenant or owner? 
A. I believe she was the owner and she also lived in the 
house. I made this inspection on August 25, 1952. It was a 
two-story house, eight rooms, one bathroom, two bedrooms 
downstairs and three bedrooms upstairs, one unit, "'\Varm 
. :Morning· heat and fireplaces. It had a gas hot ,rnter heater 
and gas stove. They had redecorated part of this house tlrn 
year before we made our inspection. The g·utters were in 
bad shape on the house and needed replacing. 
Q. Do you have any recollection as to the condition of the 
front porch? 
A. Yes, sir, that porch was rotten on the left corner. 
Q. 8-2, 14 Sullins Alley? 
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A. This ,vas owned by Ballard Hobbs, had two apartments 
and garage, concrete block building, and the tenants were 
·wm Denton and Pearl Ashbury. 
Q. Do you know if ·wm Denton is also known 
page 1455 ~ as Nipper Denton? 
A. I don't know, but I have a definite recollec-
tion when I went in there on the kitchen table they had some 
pint whiskey bottles and he was kind of embarrassed when 
I poked my head in. 
", Q. To whom did you talk 1 . 
A. ·wm Denton. rrhe two apartments each had two rooms. 
There was one closet out behind one of the units that was not 
accessible fr~m the inside. It was attached to the building. 
No bath. Cold water sinks and my recollection of the sinks is 
thev were just lavatory sinks and not kitchen sinks. Q. Was there either a bath or shower in either of the two 
apartments f 
A. No, sir. 
The Court: Mr. Bonliam, do you recall particularly those 
premises? The map ~hows a rectangular building. Isn't there 
an off-set and part of the front sets back and makes an 
L-shaped front? 
A. I have a sketeh of it. It is out of scale but vou can tell. 
Q. Mr. Bonham, at the time of your inspection did you 
take the outside of the house and make a drawing of the shape 
of the house? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. "\Yill you describe the shape of tl1e house, 
page 1456 ~ please? 
A. The auto repair g·arage is on the left of the 
building facing it, and that front wall of that part of the build-
ing is about thirty-one feet long, and then the wall off-sets 
to the front twenty-four feet and nine inches, and that is to-
ward the street, and the front of that off-set is about four-
teen feet. This wall follows the rig·ht side and takes two 
courses, g·oing· back thirty feet and ten in~hes more or less 
and then turns to the left nine and a half feet, and then 
goes to the rear srwnteen feet, which includes the toilet at-
tached to the rear. The toilet is about six bv seven and one-
half feet. The rear of the back apartment· or inside of the 
apartment across its rear line is about twelve feet and this 
is set forward at the rear of the g·arag·e about fourteen feet. 
The garage is about twenty-four by thirty-eight. 
/ 
., Bristol Redev. & Housing Auth., v. J. B. Denton, et al. 607 
,, ~ W. C. Bonliam. 
Q. I believe you said that a man by tbe nam~ of -wm Denton 
was one of the tenants? · 
A.' Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you learn wl10 the other tenant ·was! 
A. Yes, sir., Pearl .Asbury. 
Q. Which apartment did Pearl Asbury occupy, if you recall, 
the one on the front close to Sullins Allev or the one back on 
the side of the garag·e 1 ., 
A. My recollection is she occupied the front one. 
Q. Did you talk to Mrs . .Asbury or ·wm Dene-
page 1457 } ton 'f , · 
A. I' recall talking to Denton and going in the 
iother apartment. It is my rec.ollection though there were two 
,children there, a young boy and a young girl I don't recall 
talking to Mrs. Asbury but I may have. 
The Court: Any objection to filing that sketch! 
Mr. Widener, Sr.: V{ e have none. 
Mr. ·woodward: "'\Ve will be glad to put it in. 
Q. ""\Vill you indicate on the sketch taken from Exhibit No. 
118 for identification the apartment occupied by Mrs. Asbury 
.and the apartment occupied by Mr. Denton t 
A .. Yes, sir. (Witness marked on sketch.) 
• 
The Court: Is there any running· water inside that build-
ing? 
The ,vitncss: Yes, sir, two cold ·water sinks. 
Q. Project 8-3, 16 Sullins Alley. 
A. I made this inspection on August 25, 1952. 
_page 1458 ~ It has four rooms, an outside water closet, one 
ui1it, stove heat, no hot water. 
Q. ·was there a bath or shower in the house Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did I understand you to say there was an outside water 
closet? · 
A. Yes, sir, attached to the building but the only access 
was from the ou tsidc. -This house was built fairly close to the 
apartment, the g·arage apartment, next door. As I recall the 
closest point was at the rear where the toilet was attached to 
·the house which was about three and a half to four feet at that 
point from the garage building. 
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Q. Mr .. Bonham,. I show yau photograph No. I 7-a on E~-
liibit N·o. 89, and ask you to what extent that photograph shows 
the conditions yon· have des·cribed t 
.A.. Fairly well, it shows how close that part of the house-
is to the walls of the apartment, the garage apartment there_ 
It gives a pretty good picture of how much of the sunlight is. 
blocked from a house when they are built that close together_ 
r Q. Does i! h~ve a sink. and cold running watert :1 A. Yes, sir, it has a smk arrd cold water only. Q. I believe yon said that was one unit t 
· · A. Yes,. sir. 
page 1459 ~ Q. 8-7a, 16 King Street. 
A~ This is on the corner of King Street Ex-
tension and Goode Stre·et. We made this inspection on .A.ug·ust 
25, 1.952. It had a total of nine rooms with part bath down-
stairs and part bath upstairs. The bath downstairs had a 
water closet and lavatory and toilet and the one· upstairs: 
didn't have a lavatory but Irnd a water closet. 
Q. How many units in the house·f 
A. Three apartments. . 
Q. Did either one of the apartments have the exclusive use 
of either of the two toilets you have described f 
.A.. No, sir, they wouldn't have exclusive use of any bath. 
The upstairs apartment was vaca:nt and one of the kitchen~: 
downstairs didn't have a kitchen sink. The plaster was fall-
ing off- of this house and the roof leaked and it. was in a bacI 
state of repair. The porch floor was rotten and part of the 
foundation was stone and part of the mortar was falling· out 
of the stone and the floor was worn badly, and the floor sagged~ 
The house had stove heat and it is mv recollection this house 
didn't have hot water. ., 
Q. Do you have any recollection as to the condition of the· 
weatherboarding on the outside of the house? 
A. Yes, sir, it needed painting badly, it wa$ warped and in 
places was coming off. 
page 1460 ~ Q. Project 8-7-c beI1ind 1? King Street, that is: 
on the Goode Alley Extension, I believe . 
.A.. I made tllis inspection on August 25, 1952. The house 
I1ad four rooms, one unit, and the interior walls· were woocl 
ceiling. 
Q. "\Vhat is tlle effect on a house with walls of wood ceilingr 
how does it differ from plaster ceiling 1 
A .. This ceiling· is combustible and plaster is non-combusti-
ble and will give you fire protection ,vhere this wood ceiling 
doesn't offer much resistence· to fire. ~hey had a water 
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closet only, no hot water. · The house was in bad condition. 
The toilet was on the outside of the house and only accessible 
from the outside. The foundation was wood posts and this 
house needed painting badly and portions of the house had 
rotted. 
Q. Do you recall as to how the kitchen was built? 
A. Yes, sir, it was built across the back of the house and 
as I recall it the ceiling heig·ht was low and that portion of the 
house was very low, it was on the ground. 
Q. You say the house was in bad condition. Are there l)Jly 
factors other than those you have already recited to account, 
in your opinion, for its bad condition? 
A. It needed paint badly inside and outside. 
Q. What was the condition of the floors in tllc , 
page 1461 ~ house? . 
A. They were worn as I recall. 
Q. 8-7-b, 20 King Street. 
A. I went to this house on August 25, 1952, and they weren't 
at home, and I went back on the 26th and made the inspec-
tion. The house had eight rooms, a bath and utility room. 
Q. What do you mean by utility room ? 
A. A small room used for washing, laundry, and that sort 
of thing. 
Q. How many units were there in· the house? 
A. :My recollection is two units in this house. It had stove 
heat, no hot wate.r, two kitchens, and two kitchen sinks. I 
believe it should have been three units instead of two. There 
was an apartment upstairs and two apartments downstairs. 
It was three units with two kitchens. That is where I g·ot it 
confused. 
Q. Was there a bath upstairs¥ 
A. No, sir, the bath was downstairs. 
Q. Did you ascertain as to whether the bath downstairs 
was used by all three units f 
A. It was the only one in the house. 
Q. Was there hot water, 
A. No, sir, cold water only. 
Q. ,v as there hot water in any of the apart-
page 1462 ~ ments 1 . · 
A. No, sir. The house needed some repairs, 
paint, and the plaster was falling off of the walls, and the 
general condition was bad. 
Q. How were the units heated 1 
A. vVith stoves. And the gutters and down-spouts were in 
bad shape. 
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Q. What do you mean by that?· 
A. They were rusted to~ point they needed replacing . 
• 
Q. I hand you Exhibit No. 119, for identification, Mr. Bon-
ha.m, and ask you about 20 .8olar Street Extension, 4-H 
A. This was a garage apartment. It had three rooms, 
water closet only, no bath. 
·-Q. Did it have a shower? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did it have hot and cold running water1 
A. It had cold water, no hot water, small kit-
page l 463 ~ chcn, c1 nd I had trouble getting in tba t house. 
... Q. ·what trouble did you have 1. 
A. The lady worked out, a colored lady, and she was only 
home on Thursday. 
Q. It was one uuit I take it i 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When you say a garage apartment what do you mean 
by that? 
A. An apartment over a garage. 
Q. How close or how far away from Solar Street Extension 
was the garag·e building·! 
A. The porch for the apartment, which was on the second 
floor level extended over the alley, encroached on Solar Street 
extension. 
Q. Do you have any recollection with regard to this garag·e 
apartment as to wlmt sort of ceilings it had in iU 
A. Wood ceiling·f'.-. 
Q. No. 4-2, 25 Soln r Street Extension. 
A. I made thh~ i11spC1ction on Aug·ust 26, 1952. It has four 
rooms and bath. rrhe rear porch was pa.rtly enclosed. They 
were working on thnt rear porch when we made our inspection 
of the house. Tlwy were making repairs on the house when 
we made our inspPetion. They had portable electric heat and 
stove hNlt, no fire place, and a range boiler for 
page 1464 ~ hot water. 
L • Q. It was a one-unit dwelling·? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Project 4-:~, 9 ,v eRt Lawn Street. 
A. I made this iuspection on August 26, 1952. It had five 
rooms, water clo~et lorated in what appeared to have been 
at one time a closet. 
,-
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r.Q. Was it accessible from the inside1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ·what ventilation, if any, was there for the water closet 
1·oom? 
A. None from the outside as I recall it. This was one unit. 
No hot water. Cold water sink. This house had part plaster 
.and part wall board and the kitchen was wood ceiling- walls. 
Q. · How w.as the house heated? 
A. ·warm Morning st-Ove. 
Q. 4-5, 19 Solar Street Extension. _,--
A. I made this inspection on August 26, 1952. It had 'iour 
rooms with bath ai1d the rear porch was partly enclosed. It 
was kind of rough workmanship on that rear porch. It was 
,one unit, stove heat, had a laundry jack to heat hot water, the, 
floors were sagging badly in this. house, and the rear porch 
was in bad shape. I recall that this house was occupied by a 
colored family, vVill Smith's family, and Will 
page 1465 ~ was working· up some rancid cider and I remem-
ber the flies swarming around in there. This 
house had burned a bout 1949 and they had made repairs to the 
:fire damage in 1'949, three years before we made our inspec-
·tion. 
• 
Q. 5-2, 14 King Alley. 
lL The owner is Mitchell, and the tenant is John Teaster. 
I made this inspection on September 20, 1952. The house was 
four rooms, two bedrooms. Part of the interior walls finished 
with plaster. They had a water closet but no kitchen sink 
and no hot water. · 
Q. Was there any running water inside the house_ 1 
A. Not that I recall. The water tap was in the front yard 
there. The plaster was falling off in the house and the roof 
1iad been sagging .. 
Q. 1Vas the house l1eated, or how was it heated? 
A. It had stove heat. 
Q. Do you recall whether or not there was any 
page 1466 } electrical fixtures in use 1 
A. As indicated by my working papers there 
was no electrical conne.ction. 
Q. l\fr. Bonham, with reg·ard to this 14 King· Alley, were 
vou in that house Y 
., A. Yes., sir, I was. 
612 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
W. C. Bonham. 
Q. Did yon talk to anyone there? 
A. Y cs, sir,. there were 'two ladies there and Mr. Teaster? 
I saw him at different times walking· through there. I don't 
believe he was there when I went in the house t110ugh. He 
worked for the Mitcbells in their yard and did handy work 
for them.. I don't believe he was in the house brrt two ladies; 
were there, :Mrs. Teaster and her father, wlren: I went in the 
~house. ft Q. Was ~~r. Moore with you at tile timef 
1r A. Yes, sir. 
': tJ .. Do you recall whether or not he went in the housef 
A .. I know he went in the underside of the house but I don't 
recall if he went inside upstairs witn me or not, but I believe 
he did for he did in most instances when we would make these 
inspections inside he would ~ls·o go inside the house with 
me. . 
Q. Project 5-3, 819 S'ullins Street.. 
A. Rockett Realty was tirn agent· and the teu-
page, 1467 r ant was a Wright and I made this inspection on 
September 17~ 1952, and it was six rooms and 
bath, three bedrooms, one mrit, oil stove and grate heat, bath 
with tub, laundry jack for heating hot water. 
Q. Do you have any recollection as to what condition the 
back porch was in 1 
A. There was a back porch and a stoop,. the stoop was block_ 
Q. ·what do you mean by stoop t 
A. In this case it was the· 8ize that makes· me call it a stoop .. 
You ref er to a stoop as sometl1ing· not large enough to set 
furniture on and in this case it would be the size it was, just 
a five by four stoop, and the stoop was rotten. 
Q. Did you observe how the house was built with regard 
to its foundation? 
A. Yes, sir, the foundation was a foundation where they 
used brick pilasters and filled in with brick and brick columns 
under the brick piers. 
Q. How was it on the. rear? 
A. It was close to the dirt in tlle rear, close tu the grade iu 
the rear of the house, ,,,as one reason that caused the porch 
to rot out. 
Q. Project 5-4, I believe that is shown on the map as 821 
King· Alley. Were you.in that house? 
page 1468 ~ A. No, sir, this was Mr. Frazier's, and hc-
wouldn't let us make an inspection on the inside. 
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Q. Was it Mr. or Mrs. Frazier? 
A. Both. 
Q. 5-5, 829 Sullins Street. 
l\.. On October 6, 1952 I made this inspection. It had six 
rooms and a bath. This is :Mr. Brumet 's house, I think. I 
remember I had a bard time catching· Mr. Brumet at home that 
time of year. ·we made our first inspection on June 3, when 
we taped the house and went back the 17th of September and 
made a couple trips between the 17th of September and 6th 
of October, and went in the house October 6th. It is six roo~s_ 
and full bath, three bedrooms, one unit, one-lung hot air heat, 
three fireplaces. They bad done some work in the kitchen 
there, a pretty nice kitchen, and had a thirty gallon electrie 
hot water heater, the gutters and down-spouts were in a little 
bad· shape, otherwise the house was in pretty g-ood shape. 
Q. State what you mean by a little bad shape? 
A. ,v en, when they start to rust enough to leak I consider 
that in bad shape, when the gutter is rusting out. 
Q. Did you or not find the gutters were leaking and were 
rusting? 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 1469 ~ Q. Project 5-6, 831 Sullins Street. 
A. I made this inspection on September 17, 
1952, it had six rooms and bath, four bedrooms, one unit. The 
tenant was Clarence McKinney. It had a bath tub, piped hot 
air heat, kitchen sink, forty gHllon electric hot water heater. 
Q. Project 5-7, 833 Sullh~s Street. 
A. This is the Kaylor property. I made this inspection 
on October 6, 1952. I have a lot of notes on this one. It is 
twelve rooms, four apartments, plus a bedroom that was 
rented, two apartments and bedroom downstairs. They all 
share one bath, and two apartments upstairs, with baths. 
Q. How about baths upstairs, did each apartment have a 
bath upstairs 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You mean each apartment upstairs had a private batl1? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. So there were three in all! 
A. Yes, ~ir, one bath downstairs and two upstairs. 
Q. That is the bath downstairs was shared by the two down-
stairs apartments and bedroom and each of the apartments 
upstairs had a private bath 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How about the heat and hot water in the house? 
J 
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A. They had steam heat and an eighty gallon 
page 1470 ~ electrie hot water heater. I believe this house 
was one that had ha.d a fire and thev did some 
remodeling after the fire. The fire occurred in 19.37. 
Q. No. 5-7-b, 40 ·west Lawn, in the rear of 833 Sullins Street. 
A. I made this inspection on September 22, 1952. It had 
three rooms with water closet only, no bath. 
Q. Was there a show·cr t r "' A. • No, sir. One unit, stove heat, cold water sink in kit-e.hen. 
11 Q. Did it have hot water? 
r: · A. No hot water. 
f Q. Project 5-8, 44 ·west Lawn Street. 
· A. George Johnson was the owner of this property. I made 
thiR inspection on September 20, 1952. It had five rooms, two 
bedrooms, water closet outside, no access from inside to the 
water closet on the rig-ht side of the house. This was not 
frost-proof either and had cracks. It bad stove heat and no 
hot water, no sink. The water was in the front yard. The 
cold water tap was in the front yard. 
Q. Then there was no running water in the house at all? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. ·what else did ;mu find? 
A. The floor sagged and was 111 bad repair, 
page 1471 ~ worn badly. 
Q. Do you recall the condition of the steps to 
the house? 
A. The side porch, the steps, were in bad shape and the 
flooring- on the side porch was in bacl shape. 
Q. What do you mean by in bad shape?· 
A. The edges showrd they were rotting· enoug·h to splinter. 
Q. How was it hen ted f 
A. With stoves. 
Q. 5-9, 13 Lancal--ter Street. 
~I\. I made this inspection on September 20th. Six rooms 
with full batll, one unit, hot air heat, one-lung hot air heat, 
range boiler for hot water. The tenant was M:rs. Charles 
:Moore. 
Q. 5-10, 9 Lancaster Street. 
A. I made this inspection on September 29th. It was six 
and a half rooms and bath, enclosed rear porch, three bed-
rooms, one unit, piprd hot air beat, coal range boiler for 
hot water and this ]1ouse was in pretty good condition. 
Q. It bad a full bath, did it not f 
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A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Project #5-11, 5 Lancaster StreeU 
A. I made this inspection on September 20th. It had ten 
rooms and two baths. 
:page 1472} Q. How many units or apartments were in the 
house} 
A. Three apartments, three rooms and hvo rooms upstairs 
;and six room apartment that w11s occupied by Mr. Robin-
son, who rented the whole house and then sub-let two apart-
ments. I believe Mr. Robinson's apartment, the six room/"':··,\.,> 
.apartment, took in jJart of the downstairs and part of the-up- · 
:st.airs. It was three units. 
Q. I understood you to say a moment ago a two room apart-
1nent, a three room apartment and six room apartment, which 
is a total of eleven rooms. ·which is correct 1 
A. Here is another note where we made a notation of the 
number of rooms. I have ten, and I believe that would be cor-
rect. 
Q. As to your best recollection is it ten rooms or eleven 
rooms? 
A. To my best recollection it is eleven rooms, because there 
was one three room apartment, one two room apartment and 
-0ne six room apashrient. 
Q. Wbat is the means, if any, of heating· hot water¥ 
. A. No hot water in the house, they have two bath rooms, 
,one upstairs and one dow11stairs. 
Q. vVas either one of the bathrooms so designed or located 
for the exclusive use of one apartmenU 
A. Not to my recollection. 
page 1473 } Q. How was the house heated? 
A. With stoves and grates. 
Q. Project 5-12, 843 Sullins Street. 
A. I made this inspection on September 17th, eight rooms 
and one bath, two apartments, one of them ,vas empty at the 
time we made our inspection. 
Q. ,¥hat means, if any, was there for heating hot water? 
A. As well as I recall there was a storag·e tank, hot water 
storage tank in one of the apartments that had been connected 
to a stove but at the time we made this inspection I don't 
believe it was in use. It wasn't in use when we made our in-
spection. 
Q. ,v as it connected when you made your inspection f 
A. To the best of my recollection it was not. 
Q. How was the house heated? 
A. Stoves and grates. 
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Q. Will you turn back to 843 Sullins Street, plea:Se ! Was 
the bath you mentioned there so located or designed as to be-
used exclusively by one of the two aparfments·f 
A. No,. sir. 
Q. Next, 5-13, g3g Sullins Street. 
A. Viola Kilgore was the tenant. I made this- inspection: 
on September f7th. It had a total of seven rooms and bath,. 
· the bath upstairs, one urrit, stove heat, thirty 
- page 1474 ~ gallon gas hot water he"ater, one kitchen sink .. 
There Wf\S some· rotten wood on the front porch 
and mv recollection is there was a bad plaster crack on the 
stairway .. 
Q. Do you remember what persons, if any, you saw wbern 
you were at this place Y 
A. There was a lady there and also a large number of 
children. 
Q. Is there any question in your mind aoaut your having· 
been in the house? 
A. No, sir. . 
· Q. You were definitely and certainly in the housef 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Project 5-14, 823 Sullins Street. I believe this is also 
referred to sometimes as 825 Sullins Street. 
A. I made this inspection September 17th, it is tllree rooms,. 
one unit, interior walls part wood ceiling, papered, water 
closet, and it was located off of t11e porch, cold water kitchen. 
sink. 
Q. Did tl1e entrance to tlle room containing the water closet 
open to the inside of tile house?: 
A. I am sorry I don't recall whether it did or not. I have 
on the notes a porch and by that it would indicate the only 
entrance to the bathroom was throµgh the porch. 
· Q. Do you have a definite recollection of your 
pag-e 1475 ~ own about it, whether it did or did noU 
A. No, sir, I am sorry I do not. I remember 
the porch was rotten and the interior and· exterior needed 
paint and evidence on the paper inside of the roof leaking 
in the center room. It was heated by grates and stoves. 
There was no hot water. 
Q. Do you have any recollection as to what the condition 
of the outside walls of the toilet room was 1 
A. That was only sheeting, not reg·ular weather-boarding··. 
Q. Do you have any recollection as to the condition of the 
rear porch! 
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W. C. Bonham. 
A. It was built into the ground close to tlie grade and there 
was rock there and the sills and the gutters were rusted and 
the foundation was wood posts and wood underpinnings, no 
sub-floor. 
Q. No. 5-15, 815 Sullins Street. 
A. I made this inspection on September 17th. It bad four 
rooms, one unit, no bath, and it had a water closet only, no 
bot water, stove heat and fireplace, cold water in the kitchen, 
exterior and interior needing· paint. 
Q. 5-16, 36 King Street . 
.lt. This is Mrs. Ryburn's house. I made the inspection on 
September 22, 1952, and this house has eleven rooms, two 
baths, one unit. She had some rooms to rent, 
pag·e 1476 ~ steam heat, fireplaces and laundry jack aud 
range-boiler for hot water, and a gas stove. 
Q. Do you have any recollection of ho,v many rooms were 
rented or used to rent to people outside of the family? 
A. No, sir, I don't . 
• 
Q. · Project 2-1, 38 Lancaster Street. 
A. This was eight rooms with two rooms or apartment up-
stairs, that had been rented, one ha.th, one-lung bot air beat, 
and :fireplaces, laundry jack and range-boiler for hot water. 
Q. Project 2-3, 69 Commonwealth Avenue. 
A. This is the old Adams Brothers Lumber Company office. 
I made this inspection on August 20th. It has six rooms, half 
bath, two of those rooms were on a side JJorch, one unit, one 
water clost, one piece in the bath, no hot water, cold water 
sink, heating· was by fire places and stoves. No 
page 1477 ~ bath tub or shower in the house. The house 
needed painting badly. The porch was part 
rc,tten and the gutters needed replacing and the underpinning 
was rotten. The gutters and down-spouts were rusted. Ko 
screens on the house. 
Q. Do you recall whether or not the house ha<l m1y closets? 
A. No, sir, no closets in the house. 
Q. Project 2-8, 14 Lancaster Street. 
A. That was Mr. T. H. Leonard's apartment house and 
there were apartments upstairs and business downstairs, ho 
had a restaurant, television and repair shop on Commonwealth 
A.venue, the floor that opened on Commonwealth Avenue, and 
the one that opened to Lancaster had four apartments and 
two businesses. 
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Q. That is it had two businesses on· Commonwealth and 
four apartments on the Lancaster side 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The apartments being- over the business premises? 
A. Yes, sir, there were three three-room apartments and 
one two-room aparhnent. They all had private baths and 
kitchens and had a fifty gallon electric hot water heater. 
Q. Was that connected to all four of the apartmentst 
A. Yes, sir, and had steam heat. 
Q. Do you have any recollection as to how the 
page 1478 ~ apartment~ on the second floor or Lancaster 
Street side were ,,.entilated on the north and south 
sides, that is on the sides of the building? 
.A .• There was onlv one window on the south side and it 
was in an off-set in the wall on the front apartment and they 
had windows on the east Ride and west side of the building·, 
and the hall ran throug-11 the center with the apartments, two 
on each side, and there was a skylight or two skylights in the 
building, one ,vas for the illumination of the bath rooms and 
was the only natuml light in the building would be from the 
skylights and the ventilation would be from the ends, and 
the apartments were without cross ventilation. 
Q. You described, as I recall it, the east side on Lancaster, 
the west side on Commonwealth Avenue, and the south side, 
but you have said nothing about the north side. 
A. No windows on the north side. . This went up to the 
house that was comwctecl to the candy factory and it was very 
dose, it was only a matter of two or three feet separating· 
these two buildings, the house and the apartment which were 
built of concrete block and without windows on that side. 
* * 
page 1481 ~ 
• • 
Q. Mr. Bonhan1 you advised me you made an error in a 
statement you mack yesterday, which you would like to correct. 
·will you do that, pleaHe? 
A. It is the T. FL Leonard apartment building, the number 
I believe is 14 Lam·aster Street. There is a window on the 
north side of that npartment building which would give light. 
and ventilation. This window, however, is very close to the 
house next door. 
f 
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Q. How many :apartments .are there on the north side of 
:tha t building¥ 
A. Two. 
Q. Of cou.rse the window is in only one of them.f 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q .. You asked to make that correction in your evidence2 
A. Yes, sir .. 
:page 1482} CROSS EXAMINATION .. 
.By !fr. ·widener, Jr.: 
Q. In your testimony you spoke of a unit. What is a uniU 
A. A dwelling unit. 
Q. ·what is a dwelling unit? 
A.. One or two rooms used for sleeping and housekeeping 
facilities, cooking, where they ~at and sleep .. 
The Court: Either one or more rooms 1 
The Witness: Yes, sir, one or more rooms. 
Q. One or more rooms used for sleeping and which has 
housekeeping facilities for cooking? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It doesn't make any difference how many people live 
iheret 
A. One or more people. 
Q. It makes no difference whether a single person or a 
family7 
A. No, sir . 
• • 
page 1491} 
• • • 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
Bv Mr. ·woodward: 
"Q. Mr. Bonham, assume a house which has a toilet, whether 
it be on to the side of the house or in the basement, if you 
11ad to go out of the living quarters into the open to get to that 
toilet, did you consider that an outside toilet or inside toilet f 
A. Outside toilet. · · · 
• • 0 
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page 1492 f 
• • • 
MRS. NANCY BUNN 
the· next witness,. calle·d by the Defendants in snr-rebuttaI,, 
being duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows,: r . DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
\'; By Mr. Woodward: 
I • 
i 
i • • 
page 1493 f 
:jj! 
A. I did his sec:retaria.I work and I went with him when I1e 
made inspections of property to make notes on interior con-
struction and number of rooms, that is. the inside details on 
the property. · 
Q. How long did you work for Mr. Moore f 
A. From July, 1950 until July, 1953. 
page 1494 ~ Q. Do you have any recollection of yourself 
inspecting the interiors of some houses within 
the proposed Sullins Redevelopment property t 
• 
page· 1495} 
• 
Q. Mrs. Bunn, were you in a house at 16 James Street, wI1icir 
is project number 9-3"? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Will you state what you found in timt I1ous·e, please? 
A. It was a dwelling on the Johnson property, it had five 
rooms and bath with two bedrooms. It had pine floors and 
plastered walls, painted woodwork and the bathroom was 
plastered. It liad two ~replaces, three closets, thirty gallon 
hot water tank and the kitchen had an asphalt tile floo1·, and it 
bad a sink with cabinets around it, and had connections for 
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both gas and electricity. 
page 1496 ~ Q. ·what sort of heat did it have1 if you rc-
call 1 
A. 'rhat house had a heating plant from the outside. I 
remembet that; but my notes do not show the type of heat 
because it was not in the house. 
Q. But it furnished heat to the house f 
A. Yes1 sir1 to the honse and tlie g·arage. Q. It was a central heating uniU 
A. Yes, sir, a central heating system. 
Q. Mts. Bunn, project number 10-1, 33 James Street, will 
you state what you found in that house, please? 
A. I found that to be a brick house1 t:wo stories1 with rooms 
divided into three apartments, with one full bath and one 
water closet, and it had floors that were oak and were covered 
with linoleum, the walls were plastered and papered and the 
workwork was ~ither stained dark or painted1 one bath and 
:fireplaces and two closets in the house, and sixty ... two gallon 
. water heater, and they had t]u·ee kitchens, two 
page 1497 ~ had Cf!binet sinks and one bad just a wall sink. 
Q. Did any one of those apartments have 
either a private bath or private water closet 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What did you say you found in the way of baths and 
water closets in that house 1 
A. The house had one full bath and one water closet. 
Q. One water closet you mean in addition to the full bath? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Project number 10-21 29 James Street, what did you 
find there 1 
A. I found that it had thirteen rooms, there wer·e fiV'e apart-
mertts plus one extra room. It had pine floors; plastere<l 
walls and dark woodwork, and it had three fireplaces and 
three baths and there was no hot water heater. Two of the. 
kitchens had sinks out of the five and it had both electrical 
and gas connections. There was one tlu•ee room apartment 
another two room apartment, another three and a two and two, 
and then the e~tra room, which made the thii1:een rooms. 
Q. Do you recall if any of the apartments had a private 
bath? 
A. No, sir. 
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Q. You don't recall or they didn't? 
page 1498 } A. 'rhey did not. 
Q. None of them had a private bath f 
A. None of them had a private bath. 
Q. How was the building· heated? 
A. It was heated with fireplaces. 
Q. I think possibly I failed to ask you with regard to 33 
James Street next door. How was the building there heated 1 
A. It had fireplaces. 
Q. There was no central heating in either of those two 
buildingsf 
A. No, sir. 
The Court: · You mean fireplaces in 33 James Street was 
the only means of providing heat or were there also flue open-
ings where stoves might be placed, do you mean the only heat 
for those apartments was fireplaces 1 
The Witness : Acco rtling to my notes there were only three 
fireplaces and if there were flue· openings they were covered. 
It was in the summertime when we were there. 
Q. Did' you find any ]v:'ating stoves? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Project lQ;.3, 25 .James Street. 
A. That is a frame house. The first floor had 
page 1499 } three rooms and a bath. The second floor had 
three and a half rooms, which would mean it had 
a. small room or an off-set, and a room that couldn't be counted 
as a full room, and the µ;round floor had three and a half rooms, 
whieh made a total i11 all of six rooms, and a bath on the first 
two floors, and tlw three rooms on the ground floor, and it 
had plastered walls and pine floors, and the bath walls were 
plastered and conlr(l(l with linoleum, and it had four fire-
places and h~d also stoves, I have fireplaces and stoves down, 
and number of fireplaces four, and th1:ee closets, and thirty 
gallon gas water heater. 
Q. How many kitchens were there f 
A. According to my notes here there were two. 
Q. There were how many apartments or units in the build-
ing? 
A.. There wct·e two units, tw@ apartments rather, the main 
house and the ground floor apartment. No,. I beg vour par-
don, there were three livii1g units in it. ... ~ 
Q. You spoke of the fl rst and second floor and also a ground 
floor. ·wm you explain what you mean by thaU 
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A. The first floor is the floor you g·o in from the street level 
:and the second floor is the upstairs, and the ground floor was 
.entered from the back and would 01~dinarily be a basement, but 
if finished at all it is called a ground floor. 
page 1500 } Q. The ground level at the back was lower than 
the streetf 
A. Yes~ sir_,. considerably lower than the street. 
The Court; "\V .as there just one complete :bath in that build-
ing! 
The ·witness: Yes, sir. 
The Court: And no additional facilities other than that 7 
The Witness: That is right. 
Q. vVhat floor was that bathroom on! 
A. On the first or main floo,r, the street level floor. 
Q. Project 10-4, 21 James Street., 
A. That is a rooming house with twenty-one rooms aud 
three baths. It has two stories and a ground floor with a 
total of sixteen bedrooms. That is. a frame house with plas-
tered walls and da.rk trim and the bathroom had plastered 
walls and it had stoker heat. It was occupied as a rooming 
house. 
Q. How many baths did it have i 
A. Three baths, twenty-one rooms and three baths. 
Q. Project 10-5, 17 Jam.es Street. 
A. That is a one and a. half story dwelling-, four rooms and 
-0ne bath on the first floor and bedroom and closet upstairs and 
two bedrooms on. the :nrst floor. It had oak 
J)age 1501 ~ floors, plastered wa.lls, painted woodwork, and 
the bath had plastered walls and had linoleum 
floors, floors covered with linolemn,. and was heated by a hot 
.air furnace which at the time we ma.de the inspection was out 
of order. It had two fireplaces and two closets, thirty gallon 
electric water heater and the kitchen had a steel cabinet sink. 
Q. I believe you stated that you were· in all of these houses 
-on James Street on the 25th of June 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How were you able to place that date as .June 25th t 
A. I have it on my notes up here June 25, 1952. 
The Court : ·what kind of sink did you say this last place 
lrnd? 
The Witness: It had a steel cabinet sink. 
6U: Snpreme· Cottrt of' Appe-R!s- of/. Vrrgi:afs 
Mary· Elizabet7i J'f oare~ 
'l'he Court : S:tmn.Iess steel?" 
The Witne·ss·:· Ne,. sir,, white· ertamele'd- sfeeI. 
~ 
t' .. 
Q. Mrs·. ilcr:rrn·, d'.e1 you ha:ve·· a:ny fodependent rec01lfoctiarr of 
irny of thes·e- ouil~i:rtgs on: J mnes· Sf.reef as to their· general 
eondition: or· state 0f rep-air outside of yon:r n·o,tes Y 
A .. Tla.e' J d&nsotrr house· wrrs i:tr rt fair· sfate of repair·. It wa$ 
t'he m(:}st Livable of the houses because· it wa:s heated and. had 
· beerr ke-pf i:tt good r~pair· and only CilI1e' f ~mily was lhti:ng· in. it.. 
Q.. Tlutt is orr the' west side· of Ure st:r'Emt ~t 17' 
page· 1502. f James?_ .. . . 
A .. Yes:, s:tr.. .A.110 tli:ei lieus·e' al 29: J ame·s· Street 
witTu fi.v~ families, and on~ room~Y in thi1te·en1 raorus.. Th~ 
rooms were all large and they h~d not bec1t J;j°ainted.. They· 
were· dirty and t:fre Iians were· I~r~~- and dirty. At the end of. 
f>ne ntdl tliere- was, a: curtain: a::nd'. beihind tha:t curtain was a bed 
and chair. That was: not counted a:s: a romn be'c~us~ it wa:sn 't 
a: room,. but it had bee'If rented at one· time· as: a to'O'Ill. None-
E>f the· homes had had any re·c-ent r·epairs to1 them.. Tliev wer~ 
just gene'ra:lly run do,vn: and deteriol'ttteci. .. 
Q·. ~!e y~u applying· ~hat t<:1· lfll of _the houses· yotr entered t' 
A .. Yes',, sir,,, all c;>'f th-e h©uses. 'Phe- housei ai 33' James: Street. 
was clean. I do remember that it was clean. 
Q. Does· yol~r ~ene'ral sta~e~en:t . you ma:de. about' all the 
1:iouses a:ppfy fo t:liie h6us·e at 17 ,T a:mes· Stre6t &? · 
A. No, sir, as- I said. it w8s irr the· begt stttte· o-f repair' of' 
all oi them., 
page 150'<3' f .. MARY ~LIZ.A.B~TH l\-IOORE. 
the next witness, called irr sur-re·bnttal' by tlie Der-
f endants·, b·efog- duly sWO'rrr,. was exttmi11ed and teistified a.s 
f'ollows-~ 
DIRE.CT. EXA:fvIINATION .. 
By l\fr. Woodward:: 
p~ge• 15Qg. f 
• 
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Mary Elizabeth Moore. 
Q. In connection with that work of your father in the sum-
mer of 1952, Miss Moore, did you personally go in buildings 
within the Sullins Project area t 
A. Yes, sir, I did. 
Q. Do you recall whether or not you made notes of what 
you found there within those building·s? 
A. Yes, sir, we made notes on our standard form for in-
spection of houses and buildings. 
Q. Did you personally make notes? 
A. Yes, sir, I did. 
Q. Are you able to recall the details of what you found 
:in the jndividual buildings without refreshing your recollec-
tion from the notes? 
A. Well, there are a few cases that stand out in my mind 
but only a very few. 
• 
page 1509} 
• • • 
Q. Miss Moore, did you go in a dwelling at 840 Cumberland 
Street, which is in this case, Project No. 1-3? 
page 1510 } A. That is the Leona.rd house? 
Q. Yes, were you in that house? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ·wm you state what you found inside that house please, 
refreshing your recollection wherever necessary from your 
notes and using your independent recollection wherever you 
have any? How many rooms were in that house? 
A. It had six rooms on the first floor and four on the 
second floor.· 
Q. How many dwelling units were in the housef 
A. Two units .. 
Q. How were the units located, that is with respect to the 
downstairs and upstairs? 
A. One unit was upstairs and one downstairs. The people's 
son lived in the upstairs apartment. 
Q. Will you state whether or not there was a bath in the 
downstairs unit? 
A. Yes; sir. 
·Q. Was it a full bath? 
A. Yes, my notes call for two full baths. 
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Q. Then the upstairs apartment also had a full bath¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How were the apartments heated Y 
A. The house had a hot air coal furnace. It 
page 1511 ~ was a piped hot air system. 
Q. I take it the hot air was piped to both units? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was there hot water in both units f 
A. The house ha.cl a fifty-two g·allon hot water electric tank. 
Q. Did the hot water tank supply both of the units Y 
A. I imagine so, I didn't try the spig·ots to see. 
Q. Were you in a dwelling at 842 Cumberland Street, which 
is No. 1-2 on the project map? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Will you please state what you found in that house? 
A. Is that the house on the corner of Lancaster and Cum-
berland Street! 
Q. The street number is 842 Cumberland. I will have to 
' ask you as to what you recall about it. ·were you also in 
844 Cumberland Street! 
A. Yes, sir. 
The Court: The map 1s here m evidence and you may 
ref er to it if you like. 
Q. "\Yithout referring to your notes do you recall, Miss 
Moore, just which houses on Cumberland Street you were 
int 
A. I was in all the houses we checked on Cumberland 
Street. 
page 1512 ~ Q. Do you recall how many houses you checked 
on Cnrnherland Street, there are severaU 
A. Yes, sir, there were six of them. 
Q. You checked six houses 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In answer to your question as to whether or not this 
l1ouse is on the corner of Cumberland Street, I show you a map. 
which is a copy of Exhibit No. 1 in this case, and which shows 
that house number 842 is next to the corner and 844 is on 
the comer. Now with regard to the residence at 842 Cumber-
land Street, the one next to the corner, what did you find in 
that house, how many rooms, how many units 1 
A. It had six rooms on the first floor and two rooms up-
stairs, one unit. 
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Q. How was the house heated at the time you were in it or 
what means of heating was there j 
A. It bad a hand fired c.oal furnace. 
Q. Was there hot w.ated · 
A. There is a note on here about hot water but it •is Mr. 
Bonham's note. 
Q. It is not a note mude .by you? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You have no independent recollection yourself? 
A. No, sir, I do not. 
page 1513 ~ Q. Do you recall or do you have any means of 
refreshing your recollection as to what date you 
were in these two residences about which you have testified Y 
A. This sheet is dated June 25, 19'52. 
Q. Is that or not the date on which you were in the house¥ 
A. I would say within that week we were in the house. 
Q. Are you able to state what condition you found the 
walls and ceilings in in the residence at 842 Cumberland 
;Street f 
A. It seems the plaster was cracking and the· paper was 
trying to come out from the plaster and fall off. 
Q. Will you state please what you found at 844 Cumberland 
:Street, Project No. 1-1? 
A. This house had seven rooms, one bath, two units. 
Q. "\Vas there or not a kitchen in each uniU 
A. I only have one kitchen listed here. 
Q. Was there hot water in the house1 
A. Well, there was a twenty-gallon gas jack, yes, sir .. 
Q. By jack what do you mean i 
A. One of those tanks with a coil and you have to light the-
gas when you want hot water. 
Q. That gas unit or jack of which you speak would furnish 
running hot water to the house when in use? 
page 1514 r A. It would but I don't think it would furnish 
very much. 
Q. vVhat floor was the kitchen on f 
A. The first floor. 
Q. In what condition did you find the floors in the house if 
you can recall? 
A. I have a note the upstairs floors needed refinishing very 
badlv. · 
Q.· ·what condition were the walls of the house in, the inside 
·wallsf 
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A. The· interior.· wa:lfa were- p'lastered and papered over 
and the· wul];s: in tiut bathroom th.e' I>Efint was, peeling off of 
1hem. 
Q. W us: the· bath: r~om so designed or located Hs tcr be= used 
for the exciusfve· use· of' one of the units 01 .. wtis it so' designed 
and foc·ufe-d a:s to· lJe~ sliared bv both of' the unifat 
A. If opened off o:fi tne hall and I believe the· stairs- np: to· the· 
t second fltmr· were• in: the~ same ha:11 so; it we1n1ld be. u:sed'. b:y both: 
··-u.nits· .. 
Q .. N g.w were yGU'- in. tli:e· p-ropert:y at 41 La:n~te.r Street,, 
Project No. 1-41 
A.. Ye-s,, sir .. 
Q., \Vhat did you find in tnat property 1. 
A .. Twa units irr. t:hat house·,. f'oor rooms· on the 
Jmge 1515 f nrst floor and three rooms on the second floor ... 
Q. HQw man.y baths were tiiereif 
A. .. Two· l>atii.s .. 
Q. What mel:Ins, if' gny,. wl:Is tnere of heating· wtiter·t· 
A. There was, a thirty ga:Ilon tank. 
Q. Ca:n you i;ecall what means. of hea.tiug the- house you 
f>bserved Y. 
A.. The nouse does· not nave a furnace, and I lia:ve no notes 
about the heating.. They probably have removable heaters .. 
Q. Do you have any independent recollection. whether or 
not there were stoves or grates in the nous-e f 
A. No, sir, except I do, have here twO' fireplaces .. 
Q. You· know ther·e· we-re: two, fireplace·s in: the house Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q .. No. 22 Lancaster StFeet, which is Project No. 2-4, were 
you in that nons·ef 
A. Yes,. sir. That is· in another block and is in another 
folder. 
Q. I hand you a Ieg·al sized folder which has been marked 
for identification as· Exhibit No. 121. Does that folder con-
tain notes made by you personally on the house at 22 Lan-
easter Street f 
A. Yesr sir ... 
Q. vYiII you please state what you found in 
page 1516 ~· that house Y 
A~ This house has a total of twelve rooms and 
three um ts .. 
Q. How many oath rooms· were in the I10use r 
A. One oath. 
Q. How many sinks, kitchen sinks, did you find in the house T 
.A., Ea:ch kitchen had a sink of some sort in iL 
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Q. How many kitchens were there? 
.A.. Three kitchens. 
Q. Did you find any means of heating hot water? 
.A.. Gas hot water heater. 
Q. Are you able to state what size the hot water heater 
was? 
A. No, sir. 
·Q. How were the three units located if you can recall within 
the house? 
A. The biggest part of the main unit of the house where 
the Williams lived was downstairs, and I believe thev might 
have occupied several upstairs rooms, but the hous~ had 
a long· hall all the way down the middle of the second floor and 
the two apartments were off of that hall on the second floor. 
Q. Where was the bath 1 
A. On the first floor at the back of the .house. 
page 1517 ~ Q. Were you in the property at 16 Lancaster 
Street, which is the rear of 53 or 55 Common-
wealth A venue, Project No. 2-7-b 1 
. A. That is at the rear of 55 Commonwealth Avenue, yes, 
sir. 
Q. Will you state what you found in there, please¥ 
A..· One unit, that has five rooms in it. 
Q. Was there a bath in the house Y 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. Was it a full bath Y 
A. Yes, sir, a full bath and I have a note the linoleum in the 
bathroom was worn. 
Q. Did you observe any means for heating hot water? 
A. I have no indication of the hot water at all. 
Q. Do you have any recollection as to the ventilation of this 
houseT 
A. This house has a candy factory building on the back 
side of it and on the south side of it there is another building 
with some commercial shops and apartments in it, and this 
other building is within three and a half feet of the south 
wall of this house. There is one room on the southwest corner 
back in the back of the house that has very little light and 
ventilation at all from the outside, because of this building 
right next door cutting it off, and the building in 
page 1518 ~ the back where it was added on back there and 
then another room in the house right next to the 
one in the back that has poor light and ventilation also. 
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Q. In this particular dwelling house what windows, if any, 
were there in the rear of the housef 
A. There were none because of the building going· down to-
ward Commonwealth, the candy factory. 
Q. Do you have any recollection of what means of heat 
was in the house, if auy1 
A. Mr. Bonham has a note here about the heat. 
Q. Don't testify to his note unless it refreshes your own 
recollection. Do you have any recollection about iU 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you find any stoves or grates in the house¥ 
A .. No, I did not. 
Q. vVere you in the property at 18 Lancaster Street, that is 
Project 2-10? 
A. Yes, I was in that property. 
Q. Will you state what you found please i 
A. One living unit, seven rooms, three of those rooms on the 
second floor, hot air beating plant, one open :fireplace, interior 
walls painted, and a cabinet sink in the kitchen. 
Q. ,v as there a bath in the house? 
page 1519 } A. Yes, sir. 
Q. "\Vas it a full bath¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How many dwelling· units were in the house? 
A. One. 
Q. Do you have any recollection of what person or persons 
you saw when you were in this house f 
A. I don't. know who it was. It was sort of a young man 
who was there when we were there. 
Q. Can you describe him as you recall him, what did he 
look like? 
A. I couldn't say. 
Q. You do definitely recall talking to a man in that house 
though? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you in the property at 24 Lancaster Streetf 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did you find there, that is Project 2-lH 
A. Seven rooms, one bath, one unit. 
Q. Did you find any means of heating hot water? 
A. They had an electric hot water tank. 
Q. Did you find any means of heating the house? 
A. Yes, sir, by hot air. 
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Q. You mean a hot air furnace 1 
Jlage 1520} A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Would you mind going back to the dwelling 
.at 16 Lancaster., Miss Moore, in the rear of the candy factory, 
Project No. 2-7-b. Do you have any recollection or means 
,of refreshing- your recollection as to the condition of the 
floors in that house? 
A. I have a note the floors were sagging .. 
Q. Did you say what means they had of heating the water7 
A. They had a homemade electric not water tank. 
The Court: ,~That sort of affair was thaU 
· The Witness : ·where they take a tank and get the heating 
,elements :and put it in themselves.. 
The Court : The tank itself was a standard tank such as is 
:used for the storage of hot Wllter7 
The Witness: Yes, sir .. 
Q. Miss Moore, with regard to 24 Lancaster Street, was 
this a one story house or two story house Y 
A. One story. 
Q. ·where ~s the bath in that house? 
A. On the first floor . 
.. 
pag·e 1521 } 
* • 
• 
• 
Q. Were you in the property at 6 West Lawn Street, 
Project No. 3-U 
A. This folder has two houses under the same number. 
·which do vou ref er to? 
Q. This Wis 3-1-a . 
.l\.. These numbers do not correspond with those. 
Q. I am referring to the house on the front of the lot, a house 
facing on ,vest Lawn Street. On the same lot there is another 
11ouse on the rear, which is at 106 West Lawn Alley. 
A. I have it straig·ht now. 
Q. You are· definitely able to recall you were in a house at 
'6 "\Vest Lawn Street then? 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 1522 } Q. State what you found ·in that house, please t 
A. One dwelling unit, four rooms, the bath 
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had only a water closet and shower, no lavatory, two. coa1 
stoves for heating, twenty gallon hot water tank connected to 
the coal stove in the kitchen. 
Q. ~at was the condition of the· walls of the house both 
in~ide and out, if you can recall! · 
A. I think the exterior walls had not been painted in quite 
sometime. The inte1:·ior walle were plastered and papered .. 
Q. What condition were the floors of the house in? 
A. They were painted pine floors. I don't have any refer-
ence to the condition of the floors. 
Q. Do you have any independent recollection besides your 
notes as to the condition of the hous·e? 
A. TI1e condition of the house or floors f · 
~ Bofu. · 
A. I don't think the house was in very good condition from 
an overall standpoint, it w·as not being kept up. 
Q. Were you in the property at 106 West Lawn .Alley? 
A. Yesr sir .. 
Q. What did you find there, that is 3-1-b on the mapf 
A. This house has six rooms, one bath, one living unif,. 
constructi~n is frame with weatherboarding: 
page 1523 ~ siding and the paint was peeling· on the weather-
. boarding, the floors were painted pine floors, two, 
of the interior rooms had plaster on them and the other rooms 
had sheet rock or masonite on them. This house had been 
added on to in the rear in more recent times. 
Q. ,vas there a furnace in the house1 
A. Yes, a hot air coal fumace. 
Q. Was it or was there any means of heating· hot water?' 
A. I have no recollection of it. 
Q. ,vas there a bath room in the house! 
A. Yes,. sir. 
Q. Was it a full bath f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was the height of the ceilings in the house,. if you: 
recall 1 
A. The front part of the hous_e, the ceifin:g~, were nine feet,. 
and in the rear of the house the:y were seven feet. 
Q. How many rooms, if you can recall, were the. ,ceiling·s 
seven feet high Y 
A. Four. 
Q. Were you in the property at 37 Lancaster Street,:, 
Project No. 3-2 7 
A. Yes,. sir .. 
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Q. State what you found, please. 
page 1524 ~ A. That house has eight rooms and one bath 
and one unit, two stories, the interior walls were 
plastered and painted, and they were in very bad need of being 
redone. The bathroom had painted plaster on the walls and 
worn linoleum floors. The house had a hot air coal furnace. 
Q. ,va.s there hot running water within the house1 
A. Yes, sir, the house has a fifty-two gallon hot water tank. 
Q. Were you in the property at 30 Lancaster Street, 
Project 3-3 f 
A. Yes, sir. This house has six rooms and one bath, one 
unit. There was a small wall hung sink in the kitchen. The 
bathroom walls were plastered and the fioor was pine and 
had been painted. The interior walls are plastered and 
painted. The floors were painted pine floors. I found no 
reference to a heating plant or hot water heater. 
Q. Do you have any recollection as to whether there was 
a heating plant or not, or whether there was or was not any 
means for heating· hot water? 
A. No, sir, I don't. 
Q. You have no recollection at alH 
A. No, sir. . 
Q. Did you go over the house and investigate to find out if 
there was any means of heating hot water! 
page 1525 ~ A. I didn't, no, sir. 
Q. "\Vas there someone with you who did 1 
A. Mr. Bonham was with me. 
Q. Do you recall whether you found any fireplaces or stoves 
in the house? 
A. Two :fireplaces in the house. 
Q. The property at 29 Lancaster Street, Project 3-4, were 
you in that property! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did you find there, please t 
A. Five rooms, one bath, one unit, interior walls were 
plastered, and they ·had been recently redecorated, and the 
floors in the living room were oak and the floors in the re-
mainder of the house were pine. The bathroom had Congo 
linoleum on the wall and the floors were painted. It had a 
cabinet sink in the kitchen. The house has a one-lung hot air 
furnace. 
Q. Did you observe any.m~ans of heating hot water? 
A. I found none. 
634 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
Mary Elizabeth Moore. 
Q. The property at 21 Lancaster Street, Project 3-6, were 
you in that house? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ·what did you find, please? 
A. Mav I see the location of that house on the 
page 1526 ~ map? ·· 
Q. Y cs, I show you again copy of Exhibit No. 
1 in this case, and I point out Lancaster Street to you and 
the street numbers along the east side. 
A. I see. This house has two units, five rooms on the first 
floor, interior walls were plastered and painted, and in some 
places the paint had been put on over wall paper, the floors 
were painted pine, the bath had Congo linoleum walls, and 
i,heet rock on the walls, and the floor was linoleum covered, 
and that bathroom had been recentlv redecorated. The house 
was heated by hcatrolas and fireplaces. There was a. thirty 
g·allon electric l10t water tank and also a tank with the coal 
stove in the kitcl1en. 
Q. How many ba tbs were there in the house? 
A. Only one. 
Q. Were you in the property at 31 West La-\vn, Project No. 
3-7¥ 
A. Yes, sir. Is tlrnt the ·Wilson property~ 
· Q. Yes. 
A. Yes, sir, I was. 
Q. ·wm you stnte what you found there, please1 
A. That house has three rooms, one unit, the interior plas-
ter was peeling off. The house does not have a bath room. 
There is a water closet in a little closet sort of arrang·ement 
on the hack porch. You have to walk outside and 
page 1527 ~ into the closet. It has a. coal stove and two :fire-
places for heat. 
Q. "'\Vhat recolh•ction do you have as to the outside walls 
of the house? 
A. "'\Veatherboarclingjs falling out and cracking on the out-
side and the house was sagging in several places. This house 
had no hot water heater of any kind. 
Q. Did you state whether or not there was,a bath or shower 
in the house ? 
A. There was not. There was· nothing but. the water closElt 
off of the back porch. 
Q. vV ere you in the property . at 32 West Lawn Street, 
Project 3-8? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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/Q. State ,vhat you found there, please? 
A. This house bad four rooms, it was one unit, frame con-
:struction. The interior walls were pretty much of a make-
.shift thing. 
Q. vVill you e:qllain what you mean by that phrase ''make-
·Ehift'' thing! 
A. They were wooden walls but the wood had probably 
-come off or maybe not been there in the first place, and they 
had pieces of various things on the walls, like probably. 
Masonite or pieces of sheetrock. 
page 1528 ~ Q. I don't understant that. Do you mean the , 
walls had a patched like appearance? 
A. Yes, sir, not overall coverage on any wall of any one 
material. This is another house where you walked out on the 
back porch into a little room where there was only a water 
closet and no other bathroom facilities at all. The qnly heat-
ing was a coal stove and no hot water. 
Q. I take it from what you say there was no means of get-
ting to this water closet from the inside of the house that you 
had to go out into the exposed weather in order to get to iU 
A. That is right, out on the back porch and then into the 
water closet. 
Q. Was the back porch enclosed! 
A. No, sir, it was open. 
Q. Do you have any particular independent recollection of 
·any of these buildings about which I have asked you, I mean 
right at this time, that you have failed to give us or which I 
lmve failed to ask you abouU 
A. These last two houses that we discussed were in a very 
run down condition and lacked general maintenance, and I 
would say they had. been kind of overlooked for quite a period 
of time and had not been ke.pt up at all. 
Q. Miss 1{o:ore, on these inspection trips you 
page 1529: } ma.ae and abou.t which you have testified today, 
who was with yo~? · 
A. Mr. Bo:riham. · 
• • • • .. 
page· 1532 r 
a 0 
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Q. You spoke of· 842 Cumberland Street having cracked 
paper I believe. To what extent would the paper be cracked 
before you would report it in your notes t 
A. Well, I believe at least one wall would have to have a 
definite crack in it so you could see the condition. 
Q. If you went into a seven room house and one room where 
the paper was cracked so you could see it, then you would 
regard that house as having· cracked paper in it for the pur-
poses for which you were making this inspection¥ 
A. I probably would. 
Q. What about the plaster, to what extent would the plaster 
in the house have to be damaged or bad before 
page 1533 ~ you would report that in your notes 1 
A. Probablv to the same extent. 
Q. Just so you could see it? 
A. Say you had one little hair line crack on one wall in one 
room probably that wouldn't be noted. . 
Q. But if it was more than a hairline you would note it 't 
.l\ .. Yes, sir. 
"" ' 
A Copy-Teste: 
H. G. TURNER, Clerk. 
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